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Did ’Cats Break
VHS Point Mark?

Valdosta High's football Wildcats rolled past Monroe's
Tornadoes this past Saturday night at Albany, 75-22, and in-
dications are that it might be an all-time point total for a
VHS team in a single contest.

The Wildcats® football history dates back to 1913 and the*
records on them, especially in the early years, are incom-
plete. That means there really isn’t any way to tell for sure,
unless someone can produce a full list of scores in all previous
VHS games.

But head coach Wright
Bazemore said after the romp
past the Tornadoes that it
was the most points scored
by one of his VHS teams and
he’s been on the school's
staff since 1940,

Then along came Johnny
B. Lastinger, an ardent Wild-
cat fan, with the tip that he
remembered the ’Cats lick-
ing a team 74-0 in 1947. He
thought it was Colquitt.

Lastinger definitely has
a good memory. On Oct. 31,
1947, Valdosta rolled past
Colquitt 74-0.

Curly Bowers was sports
editor of the Valdosta Daily
Times in those days and in
a story he wrote about the
game on Nov. 1, 1947, he

GLASSMAN called those 74 points “the
most in the school’s history.” I don’t know what evidence
Bowers had to confirm this, but that was the statement he
made.

Since a full record of the ’Cats since 1913 isn’t available,
for now all we can say is that those 75 points VHS racked
up might be a new school mark. Record or not, it was
quite a scoring spree.

I do know it was the most points I've seen scored by one
team in a game involving two prep elevens and I've been a
football watcher since the late 1930's. Certainly it’s the most
for a VHS team since I began “covering” the 'Cats for the
Times in 1960. The previous highs in that span came when
VHS romped past Coffee County (Douglas), 620, in 1968, and
zipped by Ware County (Wayecross), 63-0, in 1969.

Wet, Wet Night

The most points given up by a VHS team since I arrived
on the Valdosta scene 11 years ago came in a 52-19 loss to
Columbus in 1963, As T remember it, that contest was played
all the way in a hard rain.

I recall reading about other high school teams in our
state breaking the 100-point barrier, but I wasn’t on hand to
witness any of those games. I have no idea what either the
state or national prep record might be.

In the world of college football the all-time national
record is usually credited to Georgia Tech for its 222-0 vic-
tory over Cumberland in 1916,

The most points 1 ever saw a college team rack up came
when Georgia licked Mercer, 81-0, in a tilt played in 1941
in Macon.

That, however, wasn't a Georgia record. The Bulldogs’
all-time single game scoring high came in a 108-0 triumph over
Alabama Presbyterian in 1913,

Unusual Twist

Gelting back to the VHS-Monroe affair, there was one
unusual twist. Monroe actually scored first in the game, on
a 40-yard plus pass with the tilt less than four minutes old. |

It marked the first time the 'Cats have trailed in a game |
this year and so it can be said the Wildcats actually rallied
fo win. All I've got to say is that they staged some kind of
rally. :

The Wildcats were racking up points at such a fast
clip that during one span which consumed only 4:13 of
playing time they tallied three touchdowns. That's an aver-
age of almost a TD a minute, The ’Cats were having
that kind of ngiht.

Even more important than the big point total was the
fact that VHS actually won the game, hoosted its record to
7-0 and tightened its hold on first place in the Region 1-AAA
title scramble,

Valdosta still has games with Westover (Albany), Tift
County (Tifton) and Lowndes, and with two more triumphs
the "Cats can nail down the 1-AAA crown for the fourth year
m a row.










