





Awesome Display of Power

Gains Third Straight Win

If there are any doubts that Valdosta Coach Wright
Bazemore intends to lead his Wildcats to their second con-
secutive state championship, they are not harbored by the
men who wear the purple and gold of the Fitzgerald High

School football team.

Whilt winning their third game
of the season without a defeat i
Cleveland Field last night, the
Wildcats piled up 39 points to run
their seasor fotal to 114,

But the visitors managed, in the
third quarter, to do what a palr
of previvus opponents had failed
to accomplish. Halfback Max
Eaton, the nearest thing Witz-
gerald had to an ofensive threat,
broke through the line, scooped
up a fumble by reserve quarter-
back Wiley Webb, and scampered
15 yards to become the first rival
player to cross the Valdosta goal
this sampaign.

The Fitzgerald score shaved
Valdosta’s lead to 33-6, but Bobhy
Renfroe. on & four-yard buck in
the last period, regained the Wild-
cats their five-touchdown edge
and ended the night's scoring at
89-6.

Early workouts in preparation
for last night's game indicated
that Bazemore was somewhat con-
gerned about his defense. He
should worry about faxes.

The Wildcat line was in the Hur-
ricane backfield on almost every
play. When the results were to-
talled, Fitzgerald gains and losses
managed to even out, leaving the
visitors with an exact zero in
yardage gained rushing.

Fitzgerald passes fared little
better, Charlie Walker heaved 10
times and completed four, bul
managed to pick up only five
yvards through the alr.

It would be difficult to pick de-
fensive standouts for the home-
towners [Middleman Hgpman Par-
ramgre) and tackle Paul McNe
were stalwarts, Ray Moore, iee
Greer and Fred Massey played a
bruising game at the linebacker
slots. Ronald Wetherington and
Jimmy Walker sparkled at ends.

Valdosta’s defensive secondary
had little to do, being called upon
now and then to knock down or
Intercept & pass. Larry Massey
stole two aerials and Bobby Ren-
froe one.

RUNNING CLICKS

With the running game taken
almost entirely by halfback Noel
George and Renfroe, Valdosta's
ground game clicked for 278 yards.
George accounted for 117 yards
in 11 carries, while Renfroe meade
§7 in ten tries, Other Wildcats

carried the ball infrequently, but |

affectively, Red Fleming romped
23 yards to paydirt with the sec-
ond Valdosta score.fOn a single
renter-keep play, Far
rambled 20 yards (o set up &1‘&
fourth touchdowr.

Although hopelessly outmanned
up front, Fitzgerald played a
spirited game, led by the sharp
defensive play of 163-pound end
Tommy Kimball, With more ef-
fective blocking, backs Eaton,
Walker and McDowell could have
turned in some fancy running.
SCORE EARLY

Eaton took George's opening
kickoff on the 10 and hailed i1t
back tn his own 31. Two Dplays
later Eaton clicked off nine yards
and a first down, but the attack
mnired and Sowell dropped back to
punt.

Lee Greer broke through
blocked Sowell’s boot, af
Fleming found the ball at
with an open road aheag
gathered it in and trotted

STATISTICS
Valdosta - Fitzgerald .
12 First Downs 4|
278 Yards Rushing 0
8 Passes Attempted 10
- 4 Passes Completed 1
a8 Yards Passing 5
3 Opp. Passes Intercepted ]
i1 Opp. Fumbles Recovered 9
50 Yards Penalized 35
Starting Lineups

Valdosta Fitzgerald |
Walker LE Soweil
Warren LI Hall
Moore LG Archer
Parramore c Deaver
Rogers JG Anglon |
MeNeil RT Merritt |
Wetherington RE Eimball
Hardin QB Walker!
Cieorge LH Eaton'
Eenfroe HH Herring
Fleming B McDowell

for his second secore. Again
George's kick was good and Val-
dosta 'ed 14-0.

Late in the second period, Mas- |
sey intercepted one of Walker's |
passes on the Fitzgerald 20. With
Renfroe doing the ball-toting the
third Wildeat score was racked up
four plays later. Between the sec-
ond and third scores, Fitzgerald
had possession of the ball three
times—one on the kickoff, once
on a fumble, and once on downs—
but Sowell punted twice after the |
Hurricane attack failed. '

Again Valdosta kicked off and |
again the visitors were forced to
punt. Hardin hit George on a 31- |
vard pass play, and the Wildeats
were Jjust three yards out when
the half ended. ’

HARDIN SHINES

The completed aerial in the
first half was the first of seven
consecutive completions by Saminy
Hardin that netted 98 yards, One
of his throws—to Jimmy Walker,
was good for a six-pointer early in
the second half, |

Only incomplete toss by Hardin |
wasg the first he tried—and it was |
dropped. In addition, the slick
quarterback gave a display of ball-
handline chicanery that had the
visitors baffled all night.

The score was extended to 33-0
just before the end of the third
period when Reniroe intercepted
a pass and returned to the 12. Two
plays later, Renfroe kicked over
from the seven.

As the fourth quarter opened,
Sowell punted to the Valdosta 33.
A clipping penalty set the Wild-
cats back 15 yards, and on the first
play from scrimmage, Eafon
seooped up Webb's fumble and
romped to the only Fitzgerald
score. ; i

A sustained march of T0 yards
regained the fouchdown quickly.
As George and Greer clipped off
big hunks of yardage with Har-
din, Renfroe and Massey helpinz.
Renfroe carried over from four
vards out, but fumbled in the end
zone, with Floyd Rogers diving
on the ball for the Jast score.

Scoring touchdowns—Valdosta:
Fleming 2, Renfroe 2, Walker (pass
from Hardin), Rogers. PAT:
George 3. |

Seoring tnughdown—l*"ltagera.ld:i

for the first tally, George bootee.|

his first of three straight con-
versions.

After the kickoff, Fitzgerald
ran only two plays before punt-
ing again. Fhe Wildeats took over
at midfield and required only four
plays to count again. George and
Renfroe ate up a sizeable chunk
of distance on one calTy eaoh,
then Fleming sauntered 22 yards
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BAXLEY — The Baxley

baseball park, has little to offer by modern standards, but
last night the ancient and battle-scarred acre did have hot
and cold running football players—the Valdosta Wildcats.

The defending State A champs,
opened their 10-game 1852 sea-
son here and followed the pre-
season form chart almost to the
letter, as far as the one-sided
28-0 victory seore was involved,

In other respects, the Wild-
cats fell short of their expecta-
tions to such extent that Coach
‘Wright Bazemore left the field|
muttering, “Frankly, I'm disap-

pointed.”

It was sheer power, implement-
ed by sporadic showings of crisp-
ness, that enabled the Valdos-
ta huskies to bullioze their way
to a touchdown in each quarter
over the inspired, but hopeless-
ly outclassed Baxley eleven.

“Adel will Tun us off the field
if we play like that next week,”

groaned the darkbaired Mercer
THE YARDSTICK
‘Valdosta Baxley
238 ¥ds. Gained Rushing 112
1 First Downs 5,
it Passes Attpt. 10
3 Passes Comp, 1
45  Yds. Gained Passing 7
105 Penalties 25
2 Fumb, Recov. 1
1 Pass Intercept. 0

alum. Bazemore was pleased with
some (individual performances,
but generally he felt the overall
team |etiectiveness was far be-
¢_iks capabilities.
George, who oddly enough
Was now even listed on the pro-
N 45 the shining light among
Wecasional sparklers in the

“Valdosta backfield.
The Seniof halfback, a hard
runner with an elusive gaif,

capped off a 25-yard touchdown
march in the initial quarter with
an off-tackle slant from the five-
yard line that gave the Wildcats
their first TD of the year.
George toed the point and
made g00d on three others that
came when Sammy Hardin pas-
sed to Ronnie Wetherington for
20 yards and a marker in the
second quarter, Bobby Reniroe
plowed over from the fwo in the
third period and Hardin wound
up with a 10-yard heave to

rge, Hardin Spark Wildcats
To Toﬂﬁhdown In Each Quarter

By JACK TURNER

Timwme Walkar in the final chap-

Athletic Field, a raked-over

Larry Massey, Fomby Hardin,
Gober and Fleming had led the
defensive against the Pirates,
held them fo & standstill,

Renfroe _tried the
from the 15,"after George had
returned the kick for nine yards, |
and picked up two yards, which
Valdosta promptly lost in pen-
alties,

George went around left end
from the 20, found his way clear
before him and went all the way.
Another penalty nullitied the
score. i

Back on the 25, the Wildcats
moved forward when Parramore
kept ‘he ball and went through
the middle to_the 17,

George tried the left side for
eight and Renfroe hit the middle
to “the five-yard line. George
took  Harain's hand - off on &
quick opener and sliced. over
right tackle for the score. George
kicked the poins.

In the second quarter, Hardin,
who handled tne ball like & sheil
game operator, shot & pass over
center to Wetherington  who
picked'up 15 yards to the Baxley
48

VALDOSTA’S DEFENDING CLASS A STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS—(Front Row, Left to Right) Jimmy Walker, Lee Greer,
Bobby Renfroe, Paul McNeill, Noel George, Ray Moore, Larry Massey, Sammy Hardin, Herman Parramore, Willie Webb. (Second Row, Left
to Right) Coach Wright Bazemore, Larry Tatum, James Warren, Fomby Hardin, Billy Hardin, Robert Hughes, John Robert O'Neal, Robert
Taylor, Red Fleming Ronnie Wetherington. (Third Row, Left to Right) Coach Herschell Hamill, Gene Guess, Harry Lindstrom, Eddie
Laws, Johnny Harris, Sonny Schroer, Earl Gober, Maxwell Taylor, Herbert Hardy, Floyd Rogers, Coach Al Clark. (Fourth Row, Left to
Right) Don Puckett, Billy Warlick, Wayne Hardy, Walton Lineberger, P. H. Partin, Sonny Boone, J. H. Starling, David Webb, O'NealGrant,

Bobby Warlick, Jimmy Dowling, Marcus Smith. d
Splomdir 13-

LM(, B/sw‘- 3

Renfroe hit the right side for / /
a f

yard. penalty set_the Cats back
1o the Baxley 40, and Parramore
ripped through for a first down
at_the 20, George hit the left-
side for no gain before Har-
din whipped a pass to Wether~
ington, who carried over from |
the eight for the Wildcats' sec-
ond tally. George Kkicked good
again,

Working the quick-openers to
advantage in the third period,
the Wildcats began to move from
the Baxley 38 after Warren and
Floyd Rogers had recovered a
Pirate fumble.

George, Fleming and Renfroe
took the ball to the Baxley 10
Hughes broke though tomthe:

two-yard stripe and |
his
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ploed over. George madt
third PAT attempt good. v

After an_exchange of kicks,
Valdosta launched its fourth
Scoring drive that saw them on
the Baxley 12-yard marker as the
final auarter got underway.










