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Here we go again.

Harley Bowers, South Georgia's greatest gridiron ex-
pert, seems bent on carrying the self-inflicted Valdosta-

Albany feud to his grave.

I ran into Bowers at the Geor-
gia - Florida league meeting in
Tifton last week.

“Tell me,” sex Bowers. “What
do you think of the Albany
Touchdown Clubs prep selections
for this year."

“Well,” sez I, “they have picked
a representative team. I think
Jimmy Walker and Herman Par-
ramore should have been on It,
but that's merely a matter of
opinion. The -enly actual boner
that was pulled was in choosing
Bernle Reid over Wright Baze-
more as coach-of-the-year.”

Little else was said of the
matter at the time, but in Tues-
day's edition of Bowers’ sheet
we see the following notation:

*“This team (Sputh Ga. All-
Stars) is carefully selected every
year by an impartial committee
with a lot of stress put on coaches
recommendations and seldom has
there been any criticism of it,
There is a slight exception this
vear, Valdosta sports editor Vie
Dunaway having objected to
Bernie Reid being named “Coach-
of-the-Year" instead of Wright
Bazemore and also having ob-
Jected to leaving end Jimmy
Walker and{center Herman Par-
nm;ra)off the All-Star elub.)”™
— L] L] L ]

"Tootball season is over, but the
Albany Indians haven't been
faring foo well on the basketball
court, so I suppose Bowers is
trying to sneak in a last two-bits
worth on the soggy mess he start-
ed at the beginning of the grid
season. Here's one last answer.

Walker, although deserving
of a place, seems to have been
omitted honestly, having been
pushed aside for Gibson New-
ton, all-state end from Moul-
trie, and Wallace Prince, an-

(ul;her all-stater from Cairo.

The case of Parramore is slight-
ly different. Albany's Harold
Cook was elected, and Cook made
nelther first string, all-state or
all-region. Parramore was a solid
choice for both. This in itself is
no indication, since those elect-
jons were eonducted among en-
tirely different groups. The point
is this. The balloting indicates
there were two better ecenters in
class AA than Cook. Consequently,
if Cook is better than Parramore
that means there are three cen-
ters in the state better than the

. Valdosta co-captain, Highly un-
likely. Y

It is Impossible to compare

arramore and Cook defensively,
since the former played in the
line and the latter played line-
backer. Offensively Parramore
could have known no peer. He
was an outstanding blocker, and
in the punt and spread formations
he never unecorked a bad snap.
In addition, he made use of his
fullback-line running ability to
score five touchdowns on the cen-
ter-keep play, all of them on long

ns. )

Albany used Cook in the cen-
ter-keep role in only one game.
It succeeded well in that one,
mainly because of the ‘ige
element. Parramore, however, rat
the play all year and continued

-
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to click with in long after the

opposition was fully aware that

the Wildeats were apt to use 1t)
L] -] L]

I have already presented my
main arguments as to why Baze-
more should rate over Reid for
the year's effort. Actually, the
most prejudiced Albany fan
should see it without argument.
Bazemore merely led his team to
14 wins in a single season, a feat
which likely has never been |
equalled in high school football,

But the Albany TD club select-
ed Reid because he won some of
his toughest games without Goo
Goo Heldt, his best player.

“Bazgemore,” says Bowers,

“was never faced with the
necessity of playing his tough-
est games with the state’s best
player suddenly taken from
him."

As it happens, Bazemore did
not build his attack around any
one player. No single Wildeat
played such an important game
any time during the season that
his absence would have meant
the loss of the contest. Sure, the
loss of Sammy Hardin, or Noel
George. or James Warren would
have hurt. But Bazemore's of-
fense was so versatile that he was
immediately ready, at any time,
to switch the burden from one
phase of his many-pronged attack
to another.

Reid, on the other hand, did
such a fine job of “rebuilding"
his offense after Heldt was lost,!
that the Albany TD club award-
ed him said honor.
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As might be expected, Bowers
finally came to his oft-repeated
statement, *, .”. one has to con-
sider that Valdosta played =a
minor league schedule as com-
pared to Albany’s.”

Once sggain here's a try at
pounding a few facts into Bowers'
conerete ecranium. Albany played
one class A team, and one out-o
state team not considered a pow-
er. The rest were AA schoo™.

Four of the schools un*ﬂl.-
bany’'s schedule were beaten by

Moulirie, and Valdosta man-
handled Moultrie by five touch-
downs.

In addition, six of WValdosta's
opponents were undefeated and|
leading their respective stand-
ings when they met the Wildeats.
Four of the teams finished the
season still unbeaten, except fe |
the Valdosta loss. And none of
the six came any closer than 27
points to the Cats. The crowning
point came when Valdosta won
the Peanut Bowl game from the
team that Massachusetts en-
thusiasts had called their best
entry in the bowl.

A W L]

With this I wash my hands of
the whole Albany affair. Bowers
may continue to shriek in protest,
but he will not receive the satis-
faction of an answer. !

It should be answer enough to
know that the entire state, except
for a small portion of Albany, has

‘hailed Valdosta as Georgia's foot-

ball team of the year, and Wright |

Bazemore as Georgia's coach of

the year. :
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Valdoﬁta Heavily Favored
To Annex Fourth Straight

Valdosta’s Wildcats, with a record of three decisive
victories and no defeats, are expected

to find another easy

romp when the Douglas Pirates move into Cleveland Field]

for a game this Friday.
Douglas so far has split even
in four contests, but here’s the big
indicator. Baxley, the outfit the
Wildecats drubbed 28-0 in the first
game of the year, owns one of the
victories over the Pirate eleven.

But to Coach Wright Bazemore,

when there are eleven men facing
you on a football field, you have
g game on your hands. The Wild-
cats will continue to practice hard
this week.

Bazemore was high in his praise
for the Wildcats after the victory
over Fitzgerald three days ago.

“They played a fine game,” the
coach said. “They still made a
few mistakes, but I think those
can be ironed out.”

In the defensive game that lim-
ited the Hurricanes’ total offense
to five yards, Bazemore.said it
would be hard to place the credit
on any two or three players.

“Those three linebackers, Lee|
Ray Moore and Larry!
' Massey, played about as good a

Greer,

came as you could want to see,”
Bazemore reports. “Ronald Weth-
erington and Jimmy Walker, -our
ends. were also mighty good. The
whole bhunch were good.”

Probably the most obviously of |

the mistakes Bazemore mentioned,
were the three fumbles committed
by the Wildcat backfield. All three
were recovered by the visitors and
one resulted in the only score
racked up against the locals . in |
three games.

The Fitzge: .Jd game had hard-
ly been written into the records
when local fans began complain-
ing about the Douglas game Fri-

day. “Give us some -apposition,”

Although the Wildcats will, in
all probability, roll over Douglas
as they have over three other
foes, there is one consideration
which the cr'tics are overlooking
and which could make any game
on the Valdosta schedule a real
battle.

The Wildcats were almost unan-

imously conceded the region
championship well before the
start of the season. That auto-

matically made the Valdosta game
the biggest contest for every op-
ponent. On seven different prac-
tice fields, coaches are working on
strategy to be reserved strictly for
the Wildecats. In each remaining
game, Bazemore’s bunch will meet
a team that has been “built up”
for that par icular clash.

Van Davis’ Douglas_Pirates will |
be the next to have a go ab it. H







