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Above: Natalie S. Williams, Vera D. Hagan and Dr. William Gabard. They are recorded as 

the three whose efforts initiated the founding of the Lowndes County Historical Society. 

   50 Yearsð50 Features serves 

as an encompassing name for the 

Lowndes County Historical So-

cietyôs 50th Year Celebration.  

Our open definition to the theme 

is that every  varying year has 

been a Feature. A feature of 

events, acquisitions, exhibits, 

Museum relocation, researchers, 

Library expansion, archive ad-

vancement including textile 

identification, publications, 

building and grounds develop-

ment, tours, programs, and meet-

ing the electronic future.  

    One of the earliest and endur-

ing features was that the Society 

chose to begin and then to open 

and operate a museum.  The 

Society welcomes each person 

to find their favorite feature. 

  Those involved as applicants 

for the charter in 1967 were 

listed as follows in the incorpo-

ration document: 

William C. Bassford 

 Clyde B. Carter 

Mrs. Marie Crockett 

Dr. William Gabard 

J. G. Hagen 

Mrs. J. G. Hagen 

Mrs. F. S. Harrell 

W. P. Langdale 

Mrs. J. D. McKey 

Mrs. John Williams 

Mrs. Abial Winn 

Mrs. Wayne Yeager 
 

 H. Arthur McLane, Attorney for 

Petitioners   
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Tribute & Obituary to C.R. Ashley 
ñAt the age of sixty-eight years and following a long period 

of ill health, Mr. C.R. Ashley, one of the pioneers of Valdosta, passed 

away yesterday afternoon at this home on Patterson Street, ending a 

career of business activity which commenced co-incidentally with 

Valdosta and in which he continued to show interest even during the 

many months of ill-health in the past two years. 

Mr. Ashleyôs successful life-history was in many respects 

the history of Valdosta, having been identified with business and 

property interests since this city was a mere village. When a very 

young man, and as Valdosta was beginning to become a village after 

removal from the former site at Old Troupville, Mr. Ashley began his 

very successful business career as a fruit merchant on the site of one 

of his large buildings at the corner of Patterson Street and Hill Ave-

nue. By close attention to his business his interests grew until he be-

came one of the foremost of the business men of this city during the 

days of his activity. 

While always busy with his own affairs, Mr. Ashley was 

always in the front ranks of public service, serving as mayor and at 

different times representing Lowndes County in the [Georgia] legisla-

ture both as  a representative and  state senator. 

It was while he was a member of the legislature that most 

his most outstanding service for Valdosta, Lowndes County and 

South Georgia was performed. He was a leader in the activity which 

resulted in the establishment of the South Georgia State Normal Col-

lege, which later developed into the Georgia State Womans College. 

For many years after the establishment of this institution, Mr. Ashley 

served as a member of its Board of Trustees, and as its treasurer, only 

relinquishing this work when his health failed him to the extent that 

he could not give the close attention he felt was demanded. In con-

nection with the college development  Mr. Ashley not only per-

formed great service in the legislature, but as a private citizen and for 

this outstanding work in this connection, Ashley Hall, one of the 

splendid buildings on the campus now bears his name and stands as a 

monument to him. 

Mr. Ashley throughout his long career was always held in 

the highest esteem by his host of friends, who appreciated his fore-

sight, and his ability as a business man and builder. While conducting 

many lines of business , Mr. Ashley who always had unbounded faith 

in Valdosta, made it a rule to steadily acquire property, both city and 

county, and at the time of his death was among the largest property 

owners in the city. He was also connected with many leading finan-

cial institutions during his career. 

Surviving him besides his widow are several children, in-

cluding Messrs. J.D. Ashley, William Ashley, J. Gordon Ashley, 

Tom C. Ashley, Wallace Ashley, and little Miss Charlotte Ashley, all 

of Valdosta, and Mr. Eugene Ashley of Schenectady, N.Y. 

Because of the many strong friendships he made during his 

career, his passing is the cause of deep and sincere sorrow among 

those who knew, loved and appreciated him for his great worth. 

Recently Mr. Ashley went to Barnesville and while there 

began to fail rapidly and while quite ill his son Mr. Lee Ashley died 

suddenly in Athens, and it is now within only a few weeksô time that 

he follows his son to the Great Beyond. 

The funeral services for Mr. Ashley will be held Tuesday 

afternoon at 5 oôclock from the family residence, the hour being set 

for the arrival of Mr. Eugene Ashley(,) the only son absent at the time 

of his fatherôs death.ò 

(Valdosta Daily Times, February 24, 1926) 

Ashley Hall at VSU, Named 

for Cornelius Raines Ashley 

   C. R. Ashely, Sr., above, was mayor, state legislator 

and an effective leader in establishing a college here. 

The museum has searched diligently for a quality por-

trait of him. A long-ago water disaster caused a loss of 

memorabilia to local family. When we got a call from 

Ashley Beavers, below, of Mt. Pleasant, SC, telling of 

an upcoming visit, we immediately quizzed concerning 

his Ashley connections. He is an example of long gen-

erations and a grandson to C.R. Ashley. His mother 

Charlotte Ashley was born in 1920 when C.R. Ashley 

was age 62. After C.R. Ashley died in 1926  Charlotte 

and her mother removed to her family home in Barnes 

-ville. The museum greatly appreciates the portrait. 

Beavers also donated  professional photographs of the 

C.R. Ashley home and business construction. 
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Above: A drawing of the facade of Ashley Hall by Altman & Barrett Architects, P.C., in preparation for the  renovation of the 

building in 2012. It was the third major structure on campus, built 1921-22, and was early referred to as Dormitory No. 2. 

  Daniel Cornelius Ashley, Jr.           Ashley Street at left  and the Daniel Ashley Hotel         Daniel Cornelius Ashley, Sr. 

    When the portrait of Cornelius R. Ashley came to the  mu-

seum we wanted  to understand the family connections.  In 

writings at the museum one sees Cornelius Raines Ashley, 

Sr. [C.R.] born January 1858 and Daniel Cornelius Ashley, 

Sr. [D.C.] born June 1859, both listed with their father being 

named William Ashley. Were two sons named Cornelius? 

     We were most perplexed until we found that the father of 

C.R. and the father of D.C. were two different William Ash-

leys. But what might be was the connection between the two 

different William Ashleys?  

Ashley Street 

   The father of D. C. was Dr. William Ashley, Troupville 

and then very early Valdosta physician. He went as a doctor 

to the Civil War but was sent home being very ill. He died in 

1863 as did his wife, Georgia Smith, leaving D.C. Ashley at 

age four with both parents deceased. We find that Ashley 

Street was named in honor of this Dr. William Ashley. 

    William Ashley, father of C. R., not in the Lowndes 1860 

Census, died here in 1867. His widow, Juliet Maxey Ashley, 

lived and became a well know Valdosta music teacher.  

Early Cousin Connections 

   After chasing and connecting several generations of this 

family the answer emerged. Judge Folks Huxfordôs Pioneers 

of Wiregrass Georgia had just enough information to con-

nect the generations. C. R. and D. C. Ashley were second 

cousins. The two Williams of Valdosta were first cousins. 

The fathers to the Williams, thus grandfathers  to C. R. and D. 

C. Ashley, were named Cornelius Ashley and Nathaniel Ashley 

respectively. The common ancestor to C. R. and D. C. was their 

great-grandfather, another William Ashley, who lived 1763-

1839. He was married to Nancy Raines. There is a sketch on 

this William Ashley in Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol.3.  

The Daniel Ashley Hotel 

   The Daniel Ashley Hotel was built in 1925 by Daniel Cor-

nelius Ashley, Sr. and named to honor the memory of his son 

Daniel Cornelius Ashley, Jr. who had died in an automobile 

accident. There is more information at the museum 

Ashley Descendants  

   It is interesting to note that no one in Valdosta from these two 

families carries the surname Ashley. The same is true for some 

other early surnames like Briggs and Converse, and there are 

others. Many people that grew up in Valdosta in the 1960s and 

ó70s will know these descendants.  In the line of C.R. Ashley, 

Sr., through their mother science teacher Martha Freeman Ash-

ley, and then her father Valdosta Mayor J. D. Ashley, are Clay 

Freeman, Anne F. Dunnan and Emily F. Reilley, she of Hahira.        

     Descendants in the D. C. Ashley, Sr. line, via their father 

Frank Bird, Jr., and his mother Laura Ashley Bird, are Rozzie 

Bird, Tutta B. Glass, Frankie Bird and Frank (Brother) Bird III.  

The two groups of siblings above are 5th cousins to each other.  

     A nearby C.R. Ashley descendant that carries the Ashley 

surname is Don Ashley of Madison, Florida. 


