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Winding Up 2012 

Emphasis, Valdosta 1912  
    As the end of 2012 approached there was no winding 

down of activities, or preparations for activities, for the 

Lowndes County Historical Society. After 3 or 4 attempts 

last year the Garden Clubs, Inc. and the historical society 

found a date to host a Chamber of Commerce Business  

After Hours[BAH]. Both had wanted to do this in          

conjunction with the Chamber's 100th Anniversary, 1912-

2012. The chamber arranged with Steel Magnolias for the 

catering. Steel Magnolias served from trays as would befit 

a Crescent social 100 years ago. The generosity of the  

Crescent's next door neighbors, Coleman Talley Law, LLP, 

made the possibility of holding this event a reality. 

      Normally at BAH functions, the chamber registers each 

attendee and prints each a computerized nametag. For this 

event the chamber had so many more RSVPs than normal 

that it was decided to forego printing nametags. The      

Crescent was decorated beautifully in traditional style for 

Christmas. The historical society had appropriate special 

exhibits inside the Crescent and Chamber of Commerce 

and other exhibits in the auditorium. One popular exhibit, 

now at the museum, showed the layout of the Crescent 

neighborhood in 1912 and photographs of the demolished 

homes. Many were glad to see the ballroom of the        

Crescent.  Pianist Susan Eye Wheeler played Christmas 

carols throughout the event. (more photos pages 6 & 7) 

Above: Wade Coleman and Greg Talley, of Coleman 
Talley Law, LLP, event sponsors, are pictured on the 
porch of the Crescent. Their law firm celebrated its 75th 
year in 2012. As part of their 75th activities they          
participated in the Chamber of Commerce Centennial 
Tree Project, 100 years, 100 trees, purchasing two in 
memory of former partners, founder B. Lamar Tillman 
and Henry Turner Brice, Jr.   

Above: Pictured in  the Crescent auditorium are Greg Reid 
of Edward James  Associates; Bubba Highsmith, State Farm  
Insurance Agent and Jay Prince of Prince Automotive 
Group. Jay Prince is 2013 Chamber of Commerce Board  of 
Directors Chairman. 

Susan Eye Wheeler volunteered her services for the 
December Business After Hours.  Her excellence at the 
piano increased an already festive mood at the      
Crescent which was beautiful with natural decorations 
for Christmas. Above: To recognize her long standing 
musical abilities we show her from the 1969 VHS   
yearbook, playing the piano, as winner of the annual  
Beta Club sponsored student talent show.  
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James Edward Alexander 
   Speaks on New Books 

   Valdosta native James Edward Alexander [JEA], now  

of Bluffton, South Carolina, spoke at the museum on  

February 21 about his now published volumes two and 

three in his life trilogy, Forks in the Road (2010) and I 

Wish You Had Been There, Sharing Memories of an 

Exciting Life (2013). He also included items during his 

programs from Halfway Home From Kinderlou, his first 

volume from 2008. 

  His day began early. When he and wife Toian Bowser-

Alexander arrived Wednesday afternoon to set up for the 

museum program, we asked if he wanted to rise early and 

speak to the Valdosta Sunrise Rotary Club who were 

scheduled to meet at 7:30 a.m. Thursday at the museum 

for a ñfield tripô meeting. JEA enthusiastically added this 

third speaking program to his day. Sunrise Rotary was 

also being visited by district officers to receive accolades, 

and it proved a productive  gathering. 

   The morning continued with the 10:30 museum       

program, held in conjunction with VSU Learning in   

Retirement. About ninety attended. The third speaking 

engagement was to the Azalea City Kiwanis at their 

weekly luncheon meeting at Valdosta Country Club.  

  JEA stories are sometimes of events observed and often 

of life lessons learned. One story that begins in his child-

hood is about the Red House. During segregation black 

travelers often stayed in private homes, this included  

entertainers. His aunt owned the red house and guests he 

remembered from his youth included Count Basie and 

Duke Ellington. Years later, after the military and before 

his law practice, JEA was a television broadcaster. When 

the mayor of Denver, CO, asked him to be a special host 

to Ella Fitzgerald, she in Denver, he accepted. When he 

quizzed her about Valdosta, she said she stayed at the 

ñRed House.ò JEA told us that it is still painted red and 

still stands at 209 McDougal Street. 

Above: Nancy Wainer Parrott of Hahira  as she    
purchases  books from Toian Bowser-Alexander. 
Right: Jack and Cheryl Oliver. JEA and Valdosta 
Mayor Maxwell Oliver were good  friends in the 
1960s. The friendship has passed to Oliverôs      

nephews, Jack, at right, and Rev. William (Billy) Oli-
ver  who came from Macon for the program. 

Above: Gwen Register Thomas and uncle Arthur 
Brown attending the program 

Above: Early at the museum, Sunrise Rotary Club president, 
Robby Hastings; James Edward Alexander; Assistant Governor 
Bob Harrison; and Rotary District Governor, Bob Griggers of 

Byron, Georgia. 


