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Yes, there s cor al I n Georgia, agatijzed
at the Wit hl acoochee River hefre |
AnCor al iI's the outside skeleton of tiny ocealn an
under water surfaces. When alive, polyps conbine
water to folrinrkee Harndke sstwrnfeace, or coral-ri Abati ze:¢
groundwater percolates through the fossil «clor al
guartz known as chalcedony. This |l ong procelss (
Apseudomorph, 6 meaning that one miner al has| rep
Agatized fossil coral can exhibit a wide]|ranc
brown, gray, black, yell ow and red. Di fferlent
is found in three main Florida | ocations: Tlampa
Suwannee riverbeds; and in Georgia, the Witlhl ac
designat efdrom ROIFWOhoYidi ng Fl orida
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SOME AREAS WHERE
AGATIZED AND SILICIFIED
CORALS HAVE BEEN FOUND
IN NORTHERN FLORIDA
AND SOUTHERN GEORGIA
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The article bel owld -®uSB)e uinte AfCrQo M t2H0eb 9ext ensi ve Hel en Cart e
chives. The society, founded in 1967, began active altchiwv
collections we would not have informative articles such a
The O0Funny Looking Rocksdé endbBbdwap beihh mewi eanhdagati zed
Scruggs was wanting to show something fioriginal and nati v
Johnson Mot el This article is the earliest publicly publ

The Valdosta Daily Times, Tues., Feb. 8, 1966 (7)

By TIMES STAFF WRITER

If you look long enough and
in the right places you can
find fossils in this area that
date back 17 million years.

That’s the estimated age of
some found in the Withlacoo-
chee River at Rocky Ford by
motel operator Carroll
Seruggs.

Seruggs said he had known
there were some “funny look-
ing rocks” around Rocky
Ford for 20 years, but he
thought it was petrified wood.

What he thought was petri-
fied wood has been identified

as agatized coral and its age
placed at 17 million years by
state geologists.

He got interested in the fos-
sils when digging limestone
rocks from the river to deco-
rate the grounds of his mo-
te, Howard Johnson’s.
Seruggs said he used the na-
tive limestone to provide the
motel grounds with something
“original and native to Geor-
gia.”

In getting the limestone,
Seruggs also noticed the oth-
er kinds of rock.

To satisfy his curiosity, he

sent samples of what he
thought was petrified wood to
the state geology department
in Atlanta.

That’s when he found out
the Withlacoochee River con-
tained agatized coral, a link
to this area’s prehistoric past
when it was part of the sea.

A business has been devel-
oped at Tampa making jewel-
ry from fossil coral. Officials
of the Tampa firm claim
that is the only area where
fossil coral can be found.

Scruggs said he has told the
company the ancient coral is

Scruggs Poses With Piece of Agatized Coral: Fossils Estimated 17 Million Years Old

‘Funny Looking Rocks

Let’s Go Hunt Fossils

P B

—Times Staft Photo

company the ancient coral is
also found in this area.

He has no intention, how- |
ever, of getting in the jewel-
ry business, although he says
some of the native fossils
might be made into cufflinks
or a similar favor for the’
chamber of commerce to give
visiting dignitaries.

Scruggs says he has sug-
guested this to the chamber,
but “we’ll have to find out
the cost first.”
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AboveDheid: F. Johnson and Frank S. Johnson showiAbgjo Wé t hi
ri ghtank Johnson at the museum explaining various aspects

Il ifelong student and teacher on the subject. He provided
Cor al in Lowndes County, Georgia.o0o Below is an example of
Jean are members of the Lowndes County Historical Society

m A PRODUCT OF MOTHER NATURE
ag age FROM LOWNDES COUNTY, GEORGIA

LOWNDES (0UNTY HISTORICAL SXIETY AND MUSEUM

VALINSTA, GRORGIA

AGAGEM STORY

The gems appearing on this bracelet were formed by precipitation of ground
water seeping through the existing coral deposits which grew in the warm, shallow
seas covering South Georgia millions of years ago.

The seepage carries with it various colors of silica commonly known as agate or
chalcedony and replaces the coral skeletal molecules with a beautiful and hard
structure true to its original form.

This phenomenon of nature happened approximately 20 million years ago during the
Tertiary Period of the Cenezoic Era.

LOWNDES COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCTETY AND MUSEUM

VALDOSTA GEORGIA
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PSRNy g T Y Frank Jdlornto,maeeEent |
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=T provided the musieum ¢

A of t hel edVitttihd laec,0 alc h e e

acooc er Cloyr aBetty M. [James

’ August 19R@&Bc k samute Gdn

, : magazine. This @artioc
Mk e er information but fal so
e stand the protogols

l ecting on private pr
vers the differences

ti me, bet ween Laownde
Brooks County cojnsi de
coral . The cor al i's n
the surface. Buf f a

were among the col

Bel ow and opp
Collecting
a

Earlier this dec
decided we woul d
ries of AGIowing RO
coochee River. The

ed samples to exhi

rst specific infor
12 as frombelhaow, f c
[ 2011 We coul d
give ADavido mo
igforcrytal so v
h The Miner al (
Road, Mc Donough, GA
side Peachtree Anti q

to rodney@digforcry

AiOn Thursday December 30, 2010 | was pretty ambit
Ri ver . Il " ve wanted to go for some time but the ti mi
of time and you need the river to be at extreme | ow
bott om. Usually by the end of November the river is
this part of Georgia which worked well for me

I was not expecting there to be so much cor al or
beach bal/l but had to | et it go when | realized it
many places there isn't enough water to float one e
miles downstream but made it | ess than one. I came
most of my time collecting there. Il also realized t
upstream without some serious effort. I had to get
ramp so that | could pull the boat up through the s

The cor al pi eces on the bar were highly polished
broken heads as well as in the surrounding water. M
wer e el | agatized with some having the holl ow geod
banks of the river and are released into the stream
From forum post on digforcrystals.net, dated Jan. 5
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Among several Withlacoochee abho@mrsalpokdaad & yd btl loe
bel ©awr al Sandbar. The | ower photo gives the summe



