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From a Search to find early local  Brick Masons é 

A Valdosta Resident U.S. Congressman Emerges, 
 This previously not in our Knowledge or Archives 

Not even the History of Lowndes County Georgia, 1825-1941, records John Randall Walkerôs three terms  as a U S 
Congressman, 1913-1919. Listings in the book show Walker as a Lowndes County representative to the Georgia Gen-
eral Assembly in 1907-08 along with Cornelius Raines Ashley.  It also lists him as a  charter officer at the founding of 
the Valdosta Elks Lodge Number 728 in October 1901, with the position of Esteemed Lecturing Knight. Other charter 
Elks officers included Judge J. G. Cranford, Dr. D.H. Breedlove and Earle Sinclair McKey [Sr.]. Pages two through 
six in this newsletter provide insight into Walkerôs legal career, congressional service and his later life adventures. 

Above: J. Randall Walker, U.S. Congressman  and  William S. West, U.S. Senator  
 

At the museum, when learning and noting the time period of Walkerôs service, we checked immediately to see if it provided Val-
dosta an additional superlative to tell on occasion in narratives about the town. Our thoughts were confirmed, Valdosta is in the 
ñrare-airò of a smaller town having a U.S. Senator and U.S. Representative in Congress - at the same time. Walkerôs first term 
was in the 63rd Congress from March 4, 1913 to March 4, 1915. W. S. West served as a U.S. Senator in the 63rd Congress from 
March 2, 1914. to November 3, 1914, filling the unexpired term of  the deceased A. O. Bacon. West did not seek re-election. 
West would suddenly die back at home in Valdosta December 22, 1914. In addition to the two local citizens being a Senator and 
a Congressman at the same time, the 1913-14 Valdosta City Directory shows them living on the same street, the Walker resi-
dence at 600 N. Patterson Street and the West at 904 N. Patterson, the Crescent. Valdostaôs population in the 1910 census, 7,656. 
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    J. Randall Walker moved to Valdosta in 1900. In February 1902 he mar-
ried Susie Mae Hightower, her family of 700 N. Patterson Street. In No-
vember John Randall Walker, Jr. was born, Susie soon died  from complica-
tions in childbirth. The son was raised by Pierce County relatives 
    In 1907 Walker married Mary Love Coggins of Madison, Florida. The 
news article on the event  records a beautiful wedding. She was the daughter 
of  Parramore S. and Lilla Fraleigh Coggins. 
    In 1907 Walker was elected a Lowndes County state representative. 
In 1910 the census records this family living on River Street. They soon 
moved to 600 N. Patterson as shown in the 1913-14 City Directory. 
    The couple had four children. In the 1920 census she and the children are 
in Madison County, Florida at the residence of her parents. J Randall Walk-
er is evidently away on his oil well search as we did not find him in this 
census. In the 1930 census she continues in Madison and J. Randall Walker 
is an oil worker in Bossier City, Louisiana. The couple divorced. 
    The 1940 census shows Walker in Pierce County, occupation ñlawyer.ò 
Walker died in 1942 and his grave was not marked for several years. 
    In 1912 Walker was elected to the US House of Representatives for the 
11th District of Georgia, the 63rd Congress. He replaced William Gordon 
Brantley, Blackshear, who served terms from 1893 to 1913. In the 1910s 
this district included counties, from Brooks, Lowndes and Berrien east to 
Glynn and Camden Counties on the Atlantic Coast. J Randall Walker was 
reelected in 1914 and 1916. 
EDITORôS NOTE: 
Ed Hightower, current LCHS Trustee, interviewed a Walker nephew 10 to 
15 years ago when seeking Hightower information. Ed supplied the muse-
um archives a copy of his notes that include perspectives on Walker.    
EDITORôS NOTE: 
Collecting information on J. R. Walker began from a discovery when muse-
um Researcher Harry Evans was assisting Gwen Redwine of Atlanta on 
elements of Valdosta Black history, especially Dasher High School. Harry 
realized he had memory of Gwenôs father, Freddie Wright, a preferred brick 
mason in his era. This led into an undocumented area of local history being 
accumulated and recorded. Architectural historian Al Willis, Ph.D., has 
already prepared a program on local brick masons. Note (on page 3) the 
campaign ad for Walker contained the opportune ñbrick masonò reference. 

1912, above right: Walker was visiting the district before announcing his candidacy, here to Cumberland Island. 
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Below:  Page two of a large political ad placed in the Brunswick News, August 3, 1912, by Valdosta/Lowndes citizens.  
Note: With the search finding ñBrick Masonò in this ad, it led to the ñre-discoveryò Valdostaôs  Congressman.  
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   Right: One example of Walkerôs legal abilities being cited: 
The Valdosta Times November 5, 1910. J. Randall Walkerôs abilities as 
an attorney appear in occasional digitized articles  He had been called 
from Valdosta to Green Cove Springs, Florida to handle this case. 
 Right below: Operation: The Coffee County Progress June 23, 1915: 
An article from May 26, 1915 states that Walker is in Johns Hopkins in 
Baltimore where he went for a hernia operation. The June article here 
gives the location as Union Protestant Infirmary. Of particular interest 
is Dr. Finney, one of the most eminent surgeons in the U.S., being as-
sisted by Dr. A. Griffin of Valdosta, Mr. Walkerôs family physician. 
 Article includes Walkerôs warnings concerning Sea Island Cotton:  
The article below appeared in several south Georgia papers with this 
particular one taken from The Coffee County Progress, July 26,1916. 
A portion of the National Magazine article reads: ñRepresentative 
J. Randall Walker of Valdosta, Georgia has directed the attention of 
Congress to the unwarranted claims of many manufactures that they are 
using sea island cotton whereas inferior grades have been substitut-
ed.ò ... ñWalker's home city is the largest market in the world for this 
exceptionally fine quality of cotton.ò [ed. note Largest inland market] 

Varying News Items from 1910, 1915 and 1916 

For clearer definition, this newsletter 
can be viewed online. Go to the 
Lowndes County Historical Society 
website, click on newsletters. 
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 1916: As Valdosta resident J. Randall Walker wins his third term in the U.S. Congress, 
Valdostan Adair Wilkinson Dorsey becomes the First Lady of Georgia 

ñBrunswick One of the Few Southern Ports é in the Bill for New Projectséò was one subtitle to the above article. 
In data searches earlier news items expressed hope that Walkerôs Brunswick Harbor efforts  would be successful. 

INTERESTING SIDE ISSUES OF 
 RECENT DORSEY CAMPAIGN 

  
GEORGIAôS  NEXT  GOVERNOR  IS FORTYïFIVE 
YEARS OLD,  MARRIED  A  SOUTH  GEORGIA GIRL 
ONLY FIVE  YEARS AGO,  AND HAS A LARGE AND  

   INTERESTING FAMILY CONNECTION 

Atlanta, Sept.14.1916 

   Hugh M. Dorsey, the next 
Governor of Georgia, was con-
sidered a confirmed old bache-
lor before he went to Valdosta, 
Ga., and married Miss Adair 
Wilkinson, which was on June 
29. 1911. Mr. Dorsey was then 
forty years old and had served 
as best man to most of his col-

lege mates. He was in great 
demand for these occasions 
and frequently made long trips 
to stand up at the wedding of a 
friend. They had about come to 
the conclusion that Mr. Dorsey 
was determined to die a bache-
lor, until he surprised them on 
a day in June by following 
their good example. (Partial) 

The above headlines from the 
Coffee County Progress would 
have greatly pleased many civ-
ic minded local residents in 
1916. A congressional win, and 
with the Dorsey victory a Val-
dosta native became the First 
Lady of Georgia, The years 
would be 1917 to 1921. This 
gave Valdosta the First Lady 
entering the 1920s, and then 
Valdosta prided itself in also 
having the First Lady of Geor-
gia leaving the 1920s, as Em-
ma Griffin Hardman was wife  
 of Gov. Lamartine Hardman.  
His term in office, 1927-1931.  

  Photo left: 
Adair Wilkinson Dorsey 
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The 
ma
ny 
frie
nds 
of 
Mrs
. 

LEAVING CONGRESS,  ADVENTURE BEGINS 
 

Jan 17, 1919  Brunswick News 
      ñWill Return to Law Practice.ò and other explanations 

 

Jan. 26, 1919 Brunswick News,  taken from VDT.  
     Mrs. Walker critically ill. 

  
(His term and the 65th U.S. Congress ended March 3, 1919) 

 

Feb. 13, 1920  Pearson Tribune 
     ñAn Oil Magnateò His interests worth a million. 

 

Sept. 29, 1920  Thomasville Times Enterprise, from VDT 
      ñValdostans Waiting For Big Oil Gusher.ò 


