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Young Fan Waves One"‘é{iql‘den Pom-Pom While He Wears Another



Big 1 With “’Cats Are State Champs” Rises
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A Portrait of a
VALDOSTA, Ga.—Valdosta High's legendary
football coach Wright Bazemore IS pictured
with an unidentified Wildcat player during

Saturday’s Class AAA championship

Champion Coach

game here, Bazemore won his 15th state title
in his fabled coaching career when the Wild-
cats stung Avondale, 62-12. (Assoeiated Press

Wirephoto) !
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How It llai-)l).t:ucti: ‘Dosti-@narterbdck Stantey Bounds Heads Toward Avondale Defenders On Long Galn




Marchin’ ’Cats Band, Like Gridders, Gave Another Championship Style l’er{ormau;e
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'Don vs Andy?

(UBs Recall Last
Title Game Here

,‘ By JULIAN MILLER
Times Staft Writer ]
This year's state Class AAA :
| foothall clash between Valdos-
fa’s Wildcats and Avondale's |
Blue Devils at Cleveland Field
Saturday” certainly brings back
memories of days gone by. :
And two people who should
| have a ot of memories are Don P
Golden and Andy Johnson. God- o
den was the Wildcat guarter-
back two years ago in the last
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title game played here and John-
son led the Athens Trojans to a
come-from-hehind 26-26 tie,

For the Trojans that year it
was a “victory”, for they were
\big underdogs to the undefeat-
ed Wildcats who had until then
lallowed only seven points to be
[seored on them,

But for the Wildcats, no mat-
ter how many times they were
told it was a tie, they felt like
losers.

That wasn’t the last time Gol-
den and Johnson were to get to-
|gether. The following summer
‘they were on opposite sides in
|the Georgia High School Associ-
| ation’s  All-Star game and the
press was building up the Gold-
en-Johnson duel again . . .even
though neither player had much
to do with the North's 7-0
| vietory.

But now things have changed
a little. Instead of competing a-
gainst each other, they’re work-
ing together. Johnson is the star-
ting quarterback at the Univer-
sity of Georgia while Golden is
a starting safety for the Bull,,
dogs and any conflict still_re-
| maining between the two cer-

|tainly doesn’t show in the Bull-
[dog 10-1 record.

“It's hard to explain how 1|
felt that night,” said Golden, |
looking back. “We had heard of
Andy Johnson and we knew we
had to stop him. He was good
but before the game he was just
another human being and he
could be stopped just like any-
one else, P

“After the game™ T was lot
down. We had practiced full

speed all week. And after this

game I felt like we’d lost. Ever
one had had a good night, but ]
felt like he (Johnson) had had 4
super night.”

‘P\?Ve hgd heard a lot of differ
ent tales about Valdosta,” John
son recalls. “Valdosta neve
lost and all of us were pretty
worried. In a certain sense w

DON GOLDEN
Led The Cats

weren't scared though., None of | gainst each othe

ANDY JOHNSON
Like A Win

r when we got

us were overconfident, but we [here,” Golden said. “They were

knew it was a real important | trying

game.

“I had heard a lot about Don
before the game. Seems like ey-
eryone was writing it up like a
game between me and him. 1
guess it was in a way.

“But later on they wrate the
all-star game up the same way.
I didn’t think it should have heen
that way then. There were too
many good athletes there.”

The two players found them-
selves mixed-up in the Johnson-
Golden contest again when they
both went out for quarterback
at Georgia.

‘“People kept putting us up a-

to build up a rivalry bes
tween us. But it's gone now. We
get along fine.”

Both gridders agreed they
have played only one other
game with as much importance
as that 1969 clash at Cleveland
Field. That was three weeks ago
when Georgia downed Georgia
Tech 28-24, for another *state
championship.”

And now they're heading to-
gether into the Gator Bowl,
where they’ll meet North Caro-
lina. Ordinarily that should be
their biggest game . . . but it
isn’t. Both agree you can’t top
those state championships.
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UNDISPUTED AAA CHAMP

Valdosta Title Express Rumbles On, 62-12

By DAVID DAVIDSON

Atlania Journal Prep Editor
VALDOSTA, Ga. — For
Coach Wright Bazemore and
his Valdosta High Wildcats —
the two are synonymous — it

~ was perhaps their finest hour
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together.

Valdosta unquestionably has
its finest offensive football
team ever. Maybe the best
high school team in the nation.

If the Wildcats hadn’t made
that perfectly clear previously
this season, they did Saturday
night by annihilating a strong
defensive team — Avondale —
in the State Class AAA cham-

“pionship game here, 62-12.

In 1962, Valdosta smacked
- Murphy here at this same

Cleveland field, 39-0, in what,
until Saturday night, was the
most one-sided AAA champi-
onship game ever.

IN THE VICTORY, senior
quarterback Stanley Bounds,
the red-haired passing wizard,
was magnificient.

Bounds’ passing goes fur-
ther than mere genius. The
18-year-old prep All-American
completed 13 of 15 passes,
with but one interception, for
313 yards and five touchdowns
in his best game ever.

In the second half, Bounds
completed seven of seven
passas for 136 yards, his first
two going for touchdowns set
up by Avondale fumbles. .

Two touchdown passes went
to the brilliant sophomore
speedster, Stanford Ro ..e, two
to halfback Clifford Bradley,
and another to end Paul De-
mersseman.

ORDINARILY, 12points
would stand up for a victory in
most of Avondale’s games.
But with Valdosta averaging
just under 50 points per game,
12 points was less than a drop
in the bucket.

The Blue Devils from De-
Kalb County did manage to
give their fans some thrilling
moments, but only after the
game was out of reach. By
Valdosta standards, the “out-

of-reach” point usually occurs

*
YARDSTICK

AVONDALE (12) VALDOSTA (62)
10 Firs{ Downs 25
&7 Y. Rushing 312
262 Yards Passing 313
8-17.0 Passes 13-15-1
115 Yards Penalized 6-50
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sometimes in the first quarter.

Avondale was thrown for a
minus five net yards rushing
in the szcond half by a vicious
defense, led by another orep
All-American,defensive
tacklz Steve Stanaland. The
Blue Devils went to the air in
the fourth period and finished
with 10 complztions in 25 at-
tempts, with no interceptions,
for 282 yards.

AN 82-YARD pass from
quarterback Doug El-
stad to split end Ed Helms
was the most speclacular
play of the night.

Valdosta's running game,
not to be overlocked, churned
out 312 yards, giving the Wild-
cats a total-yardage figure of
625 yards.

The Wildeats scoved the
first time they had the ball
and amost at will thereafter

i were comfortably out
front at halftime, 35-6.

hearing earlier in the

that Wright Bazemore

alw s elected not to receive

a kickoff, even when he won
the ‘pre-game toss of the coin,

a ii’lt came on in Avondale

1
J

Coa(ti:h Crawford Kennedy's
hea

When Valdosta won the toss
and elected to defend the east
end of Cleveland Field, Ken-
nedy Had instructed his cap-
tain to kick. Bazemore'’s
theory is tha, esp cialiy in a
championship  situation, a
team is likely to be tight at
the beginning and make
mist ‘kes . . . mistake: Val-
dosta over the 30yea: o ri d
Baz-mo » ha e:-chei the
Wildzeats has faker a vo tage
of countless ‘im s.

But the nlan blew up in Ken-
nedy’s face. Valdosta s'ruck
with lighfning swifiness. In
two minutes, Bounds had
lighted the scoreboard for the

Wildeats. It took Bounds only
six plays and two minutes (to
the second) fo get the first
touchdown.

The big gainer was a 37-
yard pass to Clifford Bradley,
and the touchdown came ona
nine-yard pass to Rome.

Avondale took three cracks
the Wildcat defense, then

punted.

Bounds was back in busi-
ness This time, however, the
Cats remained on the ground
six of the seven plays it took
to get TD No. 2. Robert Mc-

Caskil! carried the ball in
from 14 yards out on aﬁfap
play for the score.
'I‘lzz next 'I'Dwas
f the half. kﬁc

to Bradley down the left side-
line. Avondale then inter-
rupted, perhaps saving the
Valdosta side of the score-
board from overheating, by
driving 72 yards in 13 plays.
The touchdown came on a
fourth-down play, the second
of the drive on a fake to Sher-
man in the m}ddle and a pitch-

0 &0 &12
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UNDISPUTED AAA CHAMP

Valdosta Title Express Rumbles On, 62-12

% AN 82-YARD pass from

By DAVID DAVIDSON
Atlanta Journal Prep Editor

VALDOSTA, Ga. — For
Coach Wright Bazemore and
his Valdosta High Wildcats —
the two are synonymous — it
was perhaps their finest hour
together.

Valdosta unquestionably has
its finest offensive football
team ever. Maybe the best
high school team in the nation.

If the Wildcats hadn’t made
that perfectly clear previously
this season, they did Saturday
night by annihilating a strong
defensive team — Avondale —
in the State Class AAA cham-
pionship game here, 62-12.

In 1962, Valdosta smacked

“Murphy here at this same

Cleveland field, 39-0, in what,
until Saturday night, was the
most one-sided AAA champi-
onship game ever.

IN THE VICTORY, senior
quarterback Stanley Bounds,
the red-haired passing wizard,
was magnificient,

Bounds’ passing goes fur-
ther than mere genius. The
18-year-old prep All-American
completed 13 of 15 passes,
with but one interception, for
313 yards and five touchdowns
in his best game ever.

In the second half, Bounds
completed seven of seven
passes for 136 yards, his first
two going for fouchdowns set
up by Avondale fumbles.

Two touchdown passes went
to the brilliant sophomore
speedster, Stanford Ro ..e, two
to halfback Clifford Bradley,
and another to end Paul De-
mersseman.

ORDINARILY, 12points
would stand up for a victory in
most of Avondale’s games.
But with Valdosta averaging
just under 50 points per game,
12 points was less than a drop
in the bucket.

The Blue Devils from De-
Kalb County did manage to
give their fans some thrilling
moments, but only after the
game was out of reach. By
Valdosta standards, the *“‘out-
of-reach” point usually occurs

YARDS’I‘ICK
AVONDALE (12) VALDOSTA (§2)
10 Firsi Downs 25
&7 Yards Rushing 312
282 Yards Passing 313
8-17-0 Passes 13-15-1
1-15 Yards Penalized 6-50
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sometimes in the first quarter.

Avondale was thrown for a
minus five net yards rushing
in the second half by a vicious
defense, led by another srep
All-American,defensive
tackle Steve Stanaland. The
Blue Devils went to the air in
the fourth period and finished
with 10 completions in 25 at-
tempts, with no interceptions,
for 282 yards.

quarterback Doug EI-
stad to split end Ed Helms
was the most speclacular
play of the night.

Valdosta’s running game,
not to be overlooked, churned
out 312 yards, giving the Wild-
cats a total-yardage figure of
625 yards.

The Wildcats scoved the
first time they had the ball
and amost at will theveafter
and were comfortably out
front at halftime, 35-6.

On hearing earlier in the
week that Wright Bazemore
always elected not lo receive
a kickoff, even when he won
the ‘pre-game foss of the coin,
a light came on in Avondale

Coach Crawford Kennedy’s
head.

When Valdosta won the toss
and elected to defend the east
end of Cleveland Field, Ken-
nedy had instructed his cap-
tain to kick. Bazemore’s
theory is tha ., esp cialiy in a
championship situation, a
team is likely to be fight at
the beginning and make

mist ‘kes . . . mistake: Val-
dosta over the 30 yea' o vid
Boz'mo = ha e;7chei the

Wildzats has faken a vo tage
of countless 'im s.

But the nlan blew up in Ken-
nedy’s face. Valdosia s'ruck
with ligh'ning swifiness. In
two “minutes, Bounds had
lighted the scoreboard for the

Wildeats. It took Bounds only
six plays and two minutes (to
the second) fo get the flrst
touchdown.

The big gainer was a 37-
yard pass to Clifford Bradley,
and the touchdown came on a
nine-yard pass to Rome.

Avondale took three cracks
the Wildcat defense, then
punted.

Bounds was back in busi-
ness This time, however, the
Cats remained on the ground
six of *he seven plays it took
to get TD No. 2. Robert Mc-
Caskil! carried the ball in
from 14 yards out on atrap
play for the score.

The next TD was the quick-
est of the half. A 61-yard ppsn

to Bradley down the left side-
line. Avondale then inter-
rupted, perhaps saving the
Valdosta side of the score-
hoard from overheating, by
driving 72 yards in 13 plays.
The touchdown came on a
fourth-down play, the second
of the drive on a fake to Sher-
man in the middle and a pitch-
out to David Maher going
wide left.

Avondale
Valdosta
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Kennedy Fumes
After AAA Rout

By STEVE CLARK

Avondale football coach Crawford Ken-
nedy, still shellshocked Sunday afternoon,
dished out both words of praise and criticism
for the Valdosta bulldozer which buried
Avondale, 62-12, Saturday night in Valdosta
for the Class AAA state championship.

“Valdosta’s got more talent than any high
school team I've seen in 12 years of coach-
ing,” said Kennedy.

But Kennedy was in a critical mood, too.

at had him upset was the fact that vet-

. eran Valdosta Coach Wright Bazemore didn’t

pull his horses — quarterback Stanley

. Bounds, et al — until late in the final quar-

ter. For all practical purposes, the game was
over long before that.

“I wasn't too happy about that,” said
Kennedy. “I don’t want this to sound like
sour grapes, but I simply see no sense in a
60-year-old man (Bazemore) trying to em-
barass a bunch of kids.

“Bounds and the other horses were taken
out with about three minutes to go. I feel like
you shouldn’t leave your best people in there
when the game is out of reach. There’s no
purpose in it as far as I can see.”

But Kennedy emphasized that his displea-
sure with the lopsided score should not over-

shadow the greatness of this Valdosta team,
which provided Bazemore his 15th state
championship in 31 years of coaching.

“They just blew us out of there,” said
Kennedy. “It was a case of one good football
team running into one great team with too
much talent,” he said.

“It was over at the ahlf (Valdosta led, 35-
6), but I was proud of our kids for staying in
there and battling them. I was especially
proud of that long _touchdown drive (72
yards) we made in the second quarter.

“I thought we were a pretty good defen-
sive team, but there’s no way we could stop
them. They didn't punt obne time. They
scored everytime they got the ball except the
time we intercepted Bounds and the time
they fumbled.

“Their line of serimmage just knocked us
back every time. They were bigger, stronger
and moe talented than us.”

Avondale finished the season with a fine
11-2-1 record. The Blue Devils’ first loss was
in the opener, 24-8, to Butler, Ala., which lost
in the finals of the Class 4-A championship in
Alabama. The tie was the Columbia game,
which turned into a centroversy over Avon-
dale’s last-gasp field goal.
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Wildcat Fever Lea ps High

All over town if is the same! Wildeat fever! That’s
ause tonight the Valdosta High School Wildecats procl
* on- the Blue Devils of Avonda 2 here for the

Donna Pitts is surrounded bv some of the marquees
aiming support for the hometown team in this

montage photograph. More on the game, page 10,
AAA football champiensh

ip. VHS cheerleader
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‘Baze Ranks With
All-Time Greats

It hardly came as a surprise to anyone when Wright
Bazemore asked for and received permission from the
Valdosta city school system’s board of edueation to be relieved
of his coaching duties. :

Baze began talking about the possibility of his stepping
down as the Valdosta High Wildcats’ head footbaii mentor
quite a while back. As long as a year ago the talk grew more
serious. In recent days it became general knowledge that this
was his final season as the guiding hand behind the famed

"Cats.

Still there had to be a
feeling of both shock and sad-
ness when on Monday night
he said in his usual quiet
tones: ““I've been coaching

. here at Valdosta High since
1940. Now it's time to hang
it up.”

With that the final buzzer
sounded on a coaching ca-
reer of success which has no
equal in the sports history
of Georgia.

To fans here, Baze's out-
standing accomplishments are
well known. He's been a
coach for 33 years, 27 of
them as the ’Cats’ grid boss.
Since he came here in 1940
VHS has compiled an amaz-
ing 290-43-6 record and cap-

c x tured 15 state championships,
GLASSMAN including eight at the Class
AAA Tevel since 1960. The latest title came just this past
Saturday night when the Wildcats steamrolled Avondale, 62-12.

The honors he has earned at the local, state and national
level are almost too many to count. He's been there, he's
done it all and he has become a living foothall legend.

Bazemore’s contribution on the foothall field has been
vast. His contribution as a man who has given much of him-
self to his school, his city and to the many young people
who have come under his influence is virtually boundless.

Fortunately his positive influence will continue here since
he will carry on with his duties as the athletic director at
Valdosta High and of the Valdosta city school systems and one
of his long-time aides, Charlie Greene, will become the 'Cats
new head coach.

An extremely hard worker and a fierce, but gentlemanly,
competition, Baze has asked much from his players and the
members of his staff — but has given more of himself.

Praises Staff

“Sure I'm sad about giving up coaching,” he said. “But
I'm a fortunate man, a very fortunate man who has been
associated with many wonderful people. 1 owe thanks fo so
many people, especially to all of my players and to the mem-
bers of my staff,

“As for my staff, it'’s the best in the country, and that
includes college and professional foothall. Each is a great
coach in his own right.

“Team effort is the secret to our success. That team
effort includes all our coaches, all our players, our school
administrators, band and cheerleaders, our students and
all the other wonderful fans here who are led by our
Touchdown Club. Valdosta is the greatest place in the
world to coach.

‘But it’s time to quit. The pressure on me, especially in
recent years, has become unbearable. I've wanted our players
to win so badly because I've known how much it means to
them. T may go nuts sitting up there in the stands, but I had
to make this decision.”

More To Be Said

Team effort has indeed been the key fo the 'Cais’ Sue-
cess. The leader of that team efforf has been Wright Bazemore,
one of America’s all-time great coaches.

What more is there {o be said about the man? Acutally
a whole lot. And much will be said in his praise at future
occasions. The TD Club here and the Georgia High School
Associations are just two groups which have already indi-
cated they will honor Bazemore in special ways.

As for the Wildcats’ foothall future, it is in very capa-
ble hands. The ’Cats’ new grid boss, Charlie Greene, is a
dedicated young man with an outstanding knowledge of the
game. He grew up here, played in high school under Baze-
more and has been a member of his staff for 10 years.
Greene is aware of the football tradition which Bazem
has built. He will, to be sure, do everything within his
to continue that tradition.
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Rock Imps
By-62-12

Margin

By SAMMY GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta’s Wildcats unleashed
a storm of offensive lightning
and defense thunder and swept
away Avondale’s Blue Devils,
62-12, to win Georgia’s 1971 state
Class AAA high school football
championship in electrifying
fashion here Saturday night.

With the friumph coach Wright
Bazemore’s 'Cats climaxed their
season with a perfect 13-0 record
and_earned for VHS ifs -15th
state ‘grid crown since Baze
joined the Wildcat coaching
staff in 1940. It is 'Dosta’s
eighth Georgia diadem at the
Class AAA level since 1960.

For coach Crawford Ken-
nedy’s Blue Devils from Avon-
dale Estates, the defeat left
them with an 11-2-1 chart and

STATISTICS
Valdosia Avondale

First Downs T T 52 13
Yards Rushing e AY n
Yards Passing : -.288 172
L el ST e o147 10-25
Passes Inic, by = A 1
Fumbles Lost R g | 2
Punting e 070 64336
Penalties S s AR 2-19

they had to come away from
the game feeling as if they had
just ridden through the eye of
a hurricane while clinging to the
tail of a flimsy Kkite.

Someone opened the door to
the Valdosta dressing room and
e Wildecats came roaring out
and blew down everything in
sight while a capacity crowd nof
approximately 11,000, composed
ir-3tly of VHS faithfuls, cheer-
eu approval.

T, took the ’Cats exactly two
minutes of playing time to scare
their first touchdown, they had
a 21-point bulge before the game
was seven and a half minutes
old and they went on to pile up
the biggest score ever for a
VHS team in a state title
match. The previous high, ac-
cording to Bazemore, was 48.

While lighting up the score-
board with nine touchdowns, the
Wildeats made 29 first downs
and compiled 637 yards in total
offense, 349 rushing and 288
\passing. VHS’ hard-hitting and
alert defense limited Avondale's
supposed-to-be potent wishbone-
T ground attack to just 71 yards
and a lone TD. The othef Blue
Devil tally came on a long pass
against the VHS reseryes in the
final minutes of play, which was
long after the issue had been
settled.

In all some 80 Valdosta play-
ers saw action in the game and
had a share in the sparkling
triumph.

VHS  quarterback  Stanley
Bounds passed for four TDs and
the ’'Cats got five more along
the ground. Bounds hit split end
Stanford Rome with scoring
aerials of 9 and 47 yards, he
connected with halfback Clif-
{ford Bradley with one that
|covered 60 yards and still an-
|other for 15 yards went to line-
{man Paul Demersseman on a
tackle-eligible play.

Fullback Robert McCaskill
ga!foped for {0 touchdowns, on

The Valdosta Daily Times, Mon., Dee. 13, 1971 (17)

Valdosta Guard David Register (64) Throws A Block And Helps Clear The Way For Fullback Pat 0'Neal (32)

runs of 14 and 22 yards, full-
back Pat O'Neal scored on an
eight-yard sprint and Bounds
and Bradley each legged the
football across the goal line from
three yards out. Dick Parker
kicked eight extra points.

For the night Bounds hit on
13 of 16 tosses for 279 yards.
The top receivers were Brad-
ley (3-118) and Rome (6-86).
McCaskill picked up 114 yards
on eight runs, followed by
O’Neal (7-72), Bounds (6-62),
and halfback George Rountree
(5-42).

Besides those already mention-
ed, go-team members who play-
major rolés in the triumph in-
cluded halfback Robert Daniels,
tackle Wade Johnson, end Scott
Griffin, guards Sidney Earnest,

Calvin Lester, David Register
and Robert Joseph and center
Paul Lore.

On defense linebacker Ronald
Daniels was VHS’ leading tack-
ler with nine, followed by tackle
Steve Stanaland, eight; end Al-
vin Payton, six and safetyman
Gary Rowe and middle guard
Freddie Wilbon, five each.

Other stop’em crew members

who carried heavy loads were |

David Berrien, tackle Gary Ir-
by, linebackers Parker, Jim
Clarkston and Edwin Pompey
and safetyman 0. D. Netter.

Rowe and guard Arthur Mas-
sey both recovered Avondale
fumbles near the Blue Devils’
goal line which set up two of
VHS' touchdowns.

On both offense and defense

the Wildcats were the masters
all the way in the line, where
the real issue in any football
game is settled.

Avondale’s first TD came ear-

ly in the second period, after
'Dosta had jumped to a 21-
point lead. The Blue Deyils
drove 73 yards in 19 plays, with
halfback David Maher scoring
on a three-yard run.
The Imps threatened in the
third period, but were halted at
the 11 yard line. Their final
score came on a 72-yard pass
from quarterback Doug Elstad
to end Jim Helms with only 3:29
left to play in the game.

Fullback Buck Sherman was
Avondales leading rusher with

48 yards on a dozen carries
Elstad hit on 10 of 25 passes «u.

‘| Beall,

172 yards, but VHS defenders
nailed him behind the line of
scrimmage nine times.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing: Valdosta — Bounds 662, «-
Neal 7-72, Bradley 2-5, Rountree 5-42, Me-
Caskill 8-114, Daniels 3-17, Morrison 6-33,
Hutchens 1-2, Hilton 1-2; Avondale — El-
stad 13 minus 11, Maher 2.5, Landers 6-23,
Sherman 12-48, Kimbell 2-6.

Passing: Valdosta — Bounds 13-16-279,
Hilton 1-1-9; Avondale — Elstad 10-25-
172.

Pass Receiving: Valdosia — Rowe 6-86,
Bradley 3-118, Demersseman 1-15, Roun-
tree 1.56, Griffin 1.3, Johnson 1-27; Avon-
dale — Beall 3-58, Helms 4-107, Maher
1-13, Sherman 1-4, Partridge 1-19. 5

Punt Returns: Valdosta — Rome 3-3.

Kickoff Returns: Valdosia — Rome 1-
16, Bradley 1-8, Morrison '-2; Avondale
— Lucas 345, Sherman 1-8, Maher 4-43,
Geiger 1-14.

Defense (Number of Tackles): Valdos-
tfa — Ron Daniels 9, Stanaland 7, Payton
6, Rowe 5, Wilbon 5, Irby 4, G. Rouniree |
4, Clarkston 3, Netter 3, Pompey 3. Avon-
dale — Partridge 6, Gravely §, Brall 5,
Maher 5, Buky 5, Bunder 5, 'Helms 4,
Weldon 4, Hagge 4.

LINEUPS
VALDOSTA

5 _.nmn. 3. Berrien, 1. Berrien,
:im . G. Roundiree, e

clos: .Tdmmn. N,qﬂ.ley. Irby, Wil-
hnn Demersseman, Mitchell, Dodson,
Griffith, Cutchens, Moorehead, Williams.

Guards: Ron Daniels, Sullivan, Nijem,
Register, Massey, Earnest, Joseph, Les-
ter, Christian, Franklin, Holloway.

Centers: Stanaland, L o r e, Scrugss,
Nowell.

Backs: Rome, Parker, Bounds, Brad-
ley, Roger Roundtree, O. Netier, Rowe,
Paylon, Goodin, O’Neal, Pompey, McCas-
kill, Robert Daniels, Manuel, Lane, Mor-
rison, Peterson, Hulchens,
field, Cooper, King, Mears,
N. Neiter, Griner, Anderson, Bea,

AVONDALE
Hospkins, Helms, Hagge, Buky,

Ends:

Bunder,
Tackles; May, Reeves, Alderman,
Goodwin, Weldon.

Guards: Williams, Nelson, Pruitt.
Centers: Gravely, Shaw,
Backs: Landers, FElstad,
Sherman, Lucas, Maher, Raines,
Sizemore, Kimball, Battle, Simon,

Score by Quarters:

" | Valdosta ccmmannea-21 14 120 T—62
+ | Avondale 0 6 0 612
Scoring: Valdosta — TDs — Rome 2

(9, 47 yd. passes from Bounds), McCas.
kill 2 (14, 22 yd. runs), Bradley (50 yd,
pass from Bounds), Demersseman (15
yd, pass from Bounds), O’Neal (8 yd.
run), Bradley (3 yd. run), Bounds (3 yd.
run); PATs — Parker 8 (pacements), Av.
omdale — TDs Maher (3 yd, rum),
Helms (72 yd. pass from Elstad).

Hilton, Shef- |
Richardson, |

’Cats ‘Storm’ To Championship

|

Parlridge,



Valdosta’s Enthusiastic Students Stand And Cheer Their Football Team To Viclory



Glassman

Times S ports Editor

Wildeats Of °71
Rank With Best

Week after week during the regular season the 1971 Val-
dosta High football Wildcats steamrolled their way past
opponent after opponent.

After 10 straight wins they had the Region 1-AAA itle
nailed down and no one had gotten within 21 points ofethem.

This was, in some respects surprising. After all this
was a relatively inexperi-
enced VHS team with only
seven returning regulars
from 1970.

A question had to pop
up. Were the '71 ’Cats really
that good or was the compe-
tition in 1-AAA below par?
Now three playoff games and
a state championship later
the answer is clear. The 1971
Wildcats are great and must
be ranked with the very best
of VHS’ many super talented
teams.

Certainly there isn't an-
other high school team in
Georgia this year which is
in anywhere near the same
class with head coach Wright
Bazemore’s latest gridiron
edition. Just look at the ree-
ord for proof.

GLASSMAN After dusting off every-
one in their own league the 'Cats, in state playoff action, blast-
ed down Warner Robins, 35-6: Laney of Augusta, 54-20, and
North Georgia king Avondale, 62-12. If anyone in any other
part of the state had even a slight doubt about the 'Cats being
the best prep football team in Georgia they have now become
firm believers.

What an amazing set of statistics this VHS foothall team
has compiled. While winning 13 in a row, all by onesided mar-
gins, they averaged 431 yards in total offense (200 rushing and
231 passing) and 48.1 points per game. On defense they gave
up an average of 205.3 yards (94.7 rushing and 110.6 passing)
and 10.5 points per outing. Now keep in mind that a lot of the
opponents’ yardage and points came late in games against

the reserves.
Team Effort

There were individuals who sparkled. One was senior
quarterback Stanley Bounds, who hit on 141 of 259 passes for
2,785 yards and 30 touchdowns. He also legged it for 485 yards
and 23 TDs, He had 3,270 yards in total offense and had a
hand in the scoring of 323 of the total 629 points racked up by
the *Cats.

Another was split end Stanford Rome, who made 72
pass receptions for 1,573 yards and 21 TDs. Both he and
Bounds were individual record breakers.

But the ’Cats definitely weren’t a one or two man team.
There were others, many, many others, who with hard work
and determination blended their talents and gave the kind of
team effort which made this team great. This includes all of
those who were regulars on both offense and defense, plus the
reserves who- took their lumps in practice day after day, but
got to see little action on a game night. Each and everyone
was vital to the cause,

Outstandin 2 Job

Bazemore said just after that big triumph over Avondale
that he has the finest group of coaches on his staff that any
head mentor could ask for, He's right. The group includes
Charlie Greene, Joe Wilson, Jack Rudolph, Julian LeFiles, Joe
Mercer and Edward Jones. What an outstanding coaching job
they and Baze have done this season.

And the team effort which brought success includes the
fine support the Wildeats got from VHS school officials,
the students, the Marchin’ Cats band, the cheerleaders,
and all the other fans here, spearheaded by that dedicated
and hard-working group known as the Valdosta Touchdown
Club.

“You just can’t win without feam effort,” Bazemore said.
“We had it among our players and coaches and had it through-
out our school and our city. I want to thank everyone.”

Valdosta High has a foothall tradition unmatched by any
school in our state. The Wildeats of 1971 have added even ]
more brilliance to that tradition. : -




VHS Tackle
Is Signed
By Georgia

BY TIMES STAFF WRITER

| Offensive tackle Paul De-
’ mersseman has become the
' first member of Valdosta
High's state championship foot-
ball team to accept the offer of
a college grid scholarship.

Demersseman, who stands 6
3 and weighs 220 pounds,
has “signed” with the Universis
ty of Georgia.

A standout blocker, Demers-
seman was one of the key men
in VHS’ offensive line which
opened up the way for the Wild-
cats to pile up more than 600
yards in total offense and score
a 62-12 win over Avondale.

While Demersseman is .the
only senior -on coach Wright
Bazemore’s championship crew
to sign so far, others are S‘.ure
to follow.
~Quarterback Stanley Bounds,
who generated more than 3,000
yards in total offense while
leading VHS to a 13-0 record,
is one of the state’s most
sought after prep players. -

Bounds has been literally
swamped with college offers,
including those from virtually
every major football power in
the Southeast.

The 6-0, 175-pound passing
and running whiz has given no
indication of when he might
make his choice.

Another Valdosta players who
is still sorting through a lot
of scholarship offers is defen-
sive tackle Steve Stanaland. A
hard - hitting 220 pounder, Stan-
aland was one of the anchors
on the Wildcats’ defensive unit.

Stanaland has also s e e n
heavy duty on offense, playing
at times at center, tackle-and
guard.

Steve was recently rated
among the top - 50 interior line-
men among the prep football
players in the country by Let-
terman magazine.




—Times Staif Photo by Robert Winter L

The Champions Plan

(oach Wright Bazemore and one Saturday night. The ’Cats defeated
of his Valdosta High School Wildcats, Avondale’s Blue Devils 62-12 to claim
halfback George Rountree, discuss their 15th state title since Bazemore
game plans in the thick of the State came to VHS in 1940: See other stor-

; AAA high school football ¢cham- ies and pictures on pages 16 and 17.
p contest at Cleveland Field




