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"VALDOSTA QUARTET TRIES SOUTHERN ALL-STAR UNIFORMS FOR SIZE
L-R, Lee Greer, Herman Parramore, Jimmy Walker, Sammy Hardin Dress Out







Wildcats Drill

5 M game. The ankle was swollen over| The Wildcats, falling spiritedly
2 the kend, but there is hope mm Drncmce after a two-week
Ace End May Be Sidelined;  [i5eieas i e o ol e & ot
h . Year's Day. to remark that they looked close
Team Clicking In Practice e

Valdosta’s Peanut Bowl-bound Wildcats, beginning to| e wovrer ue sy e,
click well in efforts fo regain mid-season 100tball fOTm, Te~ 5" o o rotasty sias o
ceived a jolt Friday when all-state end Jimmy Walker suf-| 5% SRer ", et
an ankle sprain in practice. s bl ot b
‘aldostas’ top pass re- | flankman, is on the doubtful list | Wetherington perform defuwlvz
and a valuable defensive|as a starter in Thursday's big'end duties.

tander Jim Shiver, head

conch at Cairo, said he thought | bot

the layoff has helped the Cats
rather than hinder them.

“They played a ot of football,”
Shiver sald. “After 13 games &
cam can't help going &

Dec, 39,

Hittle | formation,

stale. I think the rest did them
plenty of good.

The first-string
clicked well against
defenders. Noel George and Bob- | L
by Renfroe were digging hard and
got away for consistent
gains. Fullback Fleming also ran
well and capably snagged several

£ Hardin passes.

Defensive drills, protecti
against West Springfield’s split-"

were highlighted by

ball-movers
e reserve

For Peanut Bowl Game Thursday; Waker Injured

fhe line play of tackles James

Warren, Puul MoNell and Sonny

Sitojes and G lishesking ot
reer, Larry Massey and Ray

Meoors
Wildeat Coach Wright Baze-
dged

ore his boys
were working up well, but he
ented the lack of information
his it Bowl opponent,
“The ol 8 we Enow”

e ia ostaln West Springfield

has two or three scout report
“They bad & mn soodtin
through the playoffs” states

Bazemore.
Jaicousm Wil wiasty 1o 150
the game in th role of
fnderdos, Lasec i tho size ot

team and the
i Bow) games
ams have come

ek
in which

out benind

three of
Meson, West Bprmglmd‘
Bl reported to be confident
of victory, stuting: “We play bet-
ter overall football up here than
s o b Geprria.”




Valdosta Takes 28-26
Peanut Bowl Victory

George Paces Thrilling Schoolboy Win
Over Scrappy West Springfield Eleven

By BILL McGROTHA
Constltutlon Sports Writer

COLUMBUS, Ga., Jan. 1 — Valdosta High's Wildcats
raced to a 21-point lead but were happy to seftle for a 28-26
final. vietory over a West Springfield, Mass., eleven after a
suspense-saturated tangle of two superb prep football teams
in Columbus’ seventh annual Peanut Bowl game here on a

sunny and cold New Year’s Day afternoon.

A frenzied crotvd of about 8,000 For Valdosta coach Wright Baze-
stayed on fhc:r feet during much more, it was the 98th triumph
0? a frantic last h_alf g mev"lgam:t 13 losses and one tie in his
viewed _the to_p thriller . of the 10 years at Valdosta High. For the
schoolboy. classic. 2 5 Wildeats, it was their 18th straight
_Noel George, Valdosta’s sensa-|ciacs. climaxing their second
tional Syrian ‘flash, was the dlﬁ"":ucceswive Georgia Class A cham-‘
ence in the opinion of most. The| . - <
Alabama-bound all-Southern half- plonsthA {

Springfield won the toss and
b:.ick geor e,d two  touchdowns, received. The Wildeats were off-
kicked the all-important four extra | side on the first kick, which was
points in running his scoring Iotal‘ returned to the 30. Springfield
for the season to 202. 5 elected to receive again and it

Quarterback Sammy. Hardin's was costly as the return was
skillful ball-handling and choice | stopped at’ the 22.

On the first play from serim-
mage, Valdosta had a break when
Ernie Labranche fumbled and
mighty-mite Jimmy Walker pounc-
2 ed on it at the 21. George gained
“a four but handed the ball back fto
5% the terriers on the following play,
{Lowell Harlow recovering his bob-
| ble on the 16.

Springfield shot to its 42, fired
by Plumb's 19-yard streak, but
Lee Greer got it back for the Cats
by grabbing George Rolandini's
iscue at the 41.

George powered 12 to.the 29.

A
7
rds passi H

s “passing
Passes nnemnxed B
Passes b
3
5
|

l'mw. lmerl‘rnrd

o
(mnnnenu fumples  recovered
Penalties

of plays was a huge factor. Jim-
my Walker, lightweight end, line-
backer Larry Massey and tackle |
James Warren led the Wildeat
defensive unit, !
Springfield’s touted spit-T quah‘
terback Les (Porky) Plumb was|
. |
every bit what he was cracked up From {here, it took ten’ running
‘lo be. He passed for three Touch-‘ ) m%u'k e |
downs, set up.the fourth with an“’ir.?‘;1 fe i Aoihp the Renorgio m”
|aerial as Springfield drilled its way | :hlp ,eol;se °; g-on.lvex'r(:ﬂd ];'m_ ;0 {
past Valdosta's great defensive line Va‘igeo-sh:'(;ol:i-k (boun(‘e(i thmughv
M ile cuerhead pasnd | to the Springfield 11. When
| Plumb’s most prominent aSS{St' Plumb attempted a late lateral
ant was end Newt Blanchard, who| o, tpe keep play, Walker hit him
seemed always in the right place\ hard, causing a fumble and
‘at the right time for Sprmgﬁe]d Bobby Renfroe picked it up on
Statistically, Valdosta was fhe\ the seven 'and. scootéd . aocross
victor, too, with 17 first downs to| the goal. George swung his toe
\nine, 249 yards rushing to 83.| yor 740 with minutes to go in
Springfield. hit on 10 of 18 passes| gho first quarter.
ﬁ?r 197 yards, Valdosta on four of Snrinefield was fighting for space
eight for 54. at its 42 as the quarter ended and
It was the second victory of a | Newt Blanchard booted the game’s
| Georgia team in the five-game | g punt to the Wildeat 28 on the
. Peanut Bowl series with Massa- ‘openinz play of the second period.
| chusetts squads. Rockmart was \George‘s running and a 32-yard
the other Georgia winner fwo |
years ago. ;.

Continued on Page 9




‘ Continued From Page 7

| pass, Hardin to Ronhie Wethering-|}

ton, moved Valdosta into a threat-
ening post at the Terrier 23. Fol-

lowing passes failed and Spring-:

field took over.

Valdosta’s third score came when
Springfield muffed a daring fourth-
down fake punt Blanchard hit
Plumb with a perfect strike on the
Terrier 45 but the quarterback
dropped what would have been a
first-down payoff and Valdosta took

|over on the Springfield 30.
} George skipped for 11 to the 19.
{Red Fleming sailed nine yards to
|the 10. Fleming got three more,
Renfroe two, then Hardin passed
from the five to Wetherington for
the touchdown. George made it
21-0.

Springfield scored seconds be-
fore the half ended. Plumb inters
cepted a Hardin pass at the
Springfield 45 and lit-out to the
Valdosta 28. Seven plays, with a
14-yard pass from Plumb to Al
Klein the big lick, brought the
points. The Cats stopped three
running plays inside the nine but
on fourth down Plumb hit Newt |
Blanchard with a three-yard pass
in the end zone. Klein's rushing
try for the point-after was short.
Valdosta 21, Springfield 6 at half-

me. :

All whatchamacallit broke loose
with the opening of the last half.

Larry Massey wheeled Spring-
field's kickoff back 29 yards to the
Cat 47. Valdosta marched to the
34 but the Terriers held and George
punted out on the 12.

Lightning struck. Rolandini and
Al Klein alternated rushes to bring
it up to the 45. Plumb hit Ken
|Matton with a 42-yard pass to the
13 Rolandini fought to the eight.
Plumb fired to Blanchard for the
Ulnﬂl eight. Klein fumbled and
‘Blanchard picked it up and ran
|over the point. Valdosta 21, Spring-
field 13.

The Terriers found a quick

| chance when Hardin fumbled and

| Fred Murdzia recovered at the
Cat 34. Valdosta drew a penalty
to the 28. Plumb passed to Klein
on a 25.yarder to the three.
Klein fumbled after the reception
but Mattoon recovered for Spring-
field. Klein bulled over. The point
try failed.

Renfroe hauled the kick back
to the 37 and the Wildcats were
on their way immediately to their,
decisive touchdown. It took 11
plays with the inevitable George
coming through at the important

orge Paces ; Valdosta
iTo Win in Peanut Bowl

drew a 15-yard assessment for

at the nine to put Springfield back
in business. [

Plumb swept out of the hole to
the 26. Valdosta defenders were

down as Plumb tried a long pass“
Three Wildeats, grouped together,

batted the ball into the air and
Mattoon grabbed it and swept to
pay dirt on a T6-yard play. Klein
ran the point over and it stood
28-26 with three minutes to go.
Valdosta worked the ball slow-

Iy, trying to kill out the clock. |

There came a four-and-one situa-

tion at the Springfield 46. The
Cats played it safe and George

went back to punt. Blanchard
tore through to block it and |
Springfield took over at the Val-

dosta 15,

Plumb threw a short pass to an
ineligible lineman in a confused
final few seconds, hut a double
penalty nullified the play. The hot-
shot Springfield quarterback ran to

he 35 on an option play as the
vchl:tlv sounded the end.

SPORT NOTES: Rumor rippled
that Georgia assistant coach Quin-
ton Lumpkin would sign West
Springfield quarterback Les Plumh
to a grant-in-aid shortly after the
game . . . Columbus newspapers, |
like many fans, had trouble agree-|
ing on who the favored team
should be. A Wednesday evening |
edition pegged the Msssachusem‘

boys logical top dog, but a Thurs- |
day AM edition front-paged Val-|
dosta as a T-to-12-point choice .
Valdostans reported center Her-’
man Parramore and safetyman |
Earl Gober have decided fo ac-
cept scholarships to Vanderbilt.

Springfield rooters outnumbered
Valdosta backers around town day

before the game, but a larger
|force from the South Georgia city
had poured in by starting time . . .
Neither of the battling teams had
yielded more than one touchdown
fo a single foe the past season.

Neither Georgia nor \ Georgia
Tech have scholarshipped a Val-
dosta player, though three are
headed for Auburn, two to Ala-
bama, two to Vanderbilt,

WEST SPRINGFIELD
E__N. Blanchard, F. Blanchard, Mattoon,

Morisie
T Chandler, Harlow, Schwelzer,
Tirida: Colion Ronde:

B Pluh. Kien, Haington, Labranch.
Leleiper. By Rose. Roberse, Ralundini

moments for first-down yardage.
George finally took it over from
the one shortly aiter the last quar-|
ter started
scoring fotal past the 200 mazk
He kicked the point for 28—1‘)

Hardin stopped Spri
bid by intercepting a
at the Valdosta 46. 1

"TDs:
| froc, Wetheringion.” Polnts afier

Walker, WethEHEI
. MeNeil, . Hardin, Shroyer,
Rogers. ' Warlick,  Harris i

i, _Renfroe. Fleming, Georso, |
W Wob, * Hughes, - Gober. |

Store by guarters

West Springtield

9 813 730
Seorge (2)

a2 Georte
Sconnl TDs.: Wat Springfield—N. Blanch-

and_(2). M.mm Kiein. Points after TD:
N ichard,

‘Scoring




fump (33) come up fo be sure George Standing by is Valdos kie, Paul MNSEED te ¢ {ird, ghoto | unidentiled, Wideat sivel chase. o the fourth quaie Valdosta's!
K orge buries bis way ini@ e end = the, final
‘photos.

ON TN THE SEVENTH ANNUAL PEANUT BOWL_Nocl Gearge, | um Al Klein
the dow is_ brought dowr by from left, West Spri hes
e wol 1t came in the fou

. slips o after o five-yard gain cond shot, G
s erd; ial Stadi Lel e aa oa s e first eriod. | Plumb péss ihat set up ane of the Terr



'Key Backs George, Hardin
Sidelined With Injuries

Valdosta’s Wildcats today faced the unhappy prospect

“of meeting College Park in the state semi-finals here Friday
with limited—and possibly no-—-serhce from two of their

key backfield figures.

Left half Noel George and quarterback Sammy Hardin
are out of practice because of leg injuries suffered early in

the week.

The best that can be said now
is that both will probably be
mended sufficiently to get into
action against the undefeated
Rams, but it is hard to say
whether or not they will be at top
form. Both boys have been

during their Valdosta career, hav-

or more previously.

' physically. The men of coach R.
'W. Badgett haven’t played a
game since they topped Hapeville
November 14. Valdosta has met
two undefeated opponents—Way-
cross and Americus—since that
time.

“That three-week. layoff,” com-
mented Wildcat coach Wright
Bazemore, ‘“could help them
plenty. They’ll have had the
chance to work up completely new
offensive and defensive setups.

—— —_— e —

plagued heavily with leg ailments'

‘at Belcher’s Drug Store._

“Something i our favor,
though,” the Valdosta mentor
adds, “is the faet that their
timing and coordination may have
gotten a ilttle rusty.” |

W E *k

Valdosta is anxiously waiting
its biggest intersectional foothall
serap since Rockmart played for

ing been forced to sit out a season |the state championship here two
| years ago.

College Park, meanwhile, should; Hall, who is handling
come into the contest in top shape! tlcket sales, reports that all re-

Jaycee president Jon
advance

served seats—more than 1,000—
were sold by yesterday afternoon,
" General admission tickets,
priced at $1.50 each, are now on
sale at Hall’s Children’s Shop and
Student
tickets, which cost only 50 cents,
will be sold at the high school
through the week, and will be
available at the front entrance to
the high school building until
game time.
] w lt

# College Park is a comparative
newcomer to state playoffs, while
Valdosta has been in post-season

ay for four straight seasons.
The Rams rose from a 3-6-1 rec-
ord in 1951 to bull their way

‘through ten consecutive oppon-

ents this year.

Should George be unable to
meet the Rams’ challenge, John
Robert O’Neal, Larry Massey, and
Robert Hughes can be counted on
for capable performances. Willie
Webb, himself a capable field gen-
eral, stands back of Hardin. Bobby
Renfroe and Red Fleming will
again handle a bulk of -the run-

‘ning chores

R —



The Valdosta Wildcats this morning were eyeing the
College Park Rams, the weather and the injury list, any‘

unfavorable combination of
1to the Peanut Bowl.

Game time is set for 8 p. m.
this evening in Cleveland Field
as the 1-A champion Wildeats
meet the 2-A titlist Rams. Rain
in the city this morning showed
| signs of clearing in the afternoon,
|and the weather bureau reports
Jthat conditions will probably be
cool and cloudy at kickoff time.

Unless rain deals the attend-
ance a low card, more spectators
are foreseen at tonight’s semi-
final playoff game than wit-
nessed the region title tilt against
Americus a week ago. More than
1,000 reserved seat tickets to the
clash were sold Wednesday—the
day they went on sale. The same
ducats were not sold out last week.

* .o

The Wildcats face the prospect
of protecting their class A crown
without the full services of back-
| field stars Noel George and Saminy
Hardin, Both boys suffered leg
injuries ,earlier in the week,
George will probably start. Har-
din was still limping slightly, but
may be able to direct the team
from his quarterback post. It is
doubtful that either or both will
be able to turn in a peak per-
formance. i

Coach Bazemore can field any
of a number of quite capable run-
ning backs, but none who approach
the versatility of George or the
operating smoothness of Hardin.

And the attacking forces of the
| cats will have to go into high gear
to crack the tough defensive wall
of the visitors. College Park has
allowed only six touchdowns in
ten regular season games. The
Rams boast & big and tough pro-
tective unit.

The Valdosta tackling brigade
is not composed of slouches either.
Lee Greer, James Warren, Her-
man Parramore, Ray Moore, Larry
Massey, James Walker, Red Flem~
ing and Paul McNeil, have com-
bined with secondary men Ren-
froe, Hardin and Earl Gober to
form an almost impregnable de-
fense. Only one touchdown has
been scored against them all year,
and just three others have been
registered against their reserves.
It is almost a certainty that Har-
din will not play on defense.

With records such as those
turned in by both lines, a low-
scoring defensive game is indi-
cated.

- *

Valdosta coaches are expecting

\their toughest game to date, and

which might end their hopes

of a second straight state championship and a possible bid

College Park mentor Bill Badgett
is giving them nothing to indicate
otherwise. As late as last Friday,
immediately after the carnage
dealt by the Wildcats to Americus,
Badgett said:

“You may beat us, but it won’t
be by any such score as you beat
Americus.”

Badgett has reiterated his, views
throughout the week with com-
ments such as: “We know what
we're up against, but we're still
not conceding a thing.”

‘With a record of ten wins, no
lossegﬁ

only six touchdowns
given ey don’t have to.
a3




RAMS BATTERED

BY VALD

Indian Coach Ba
Tackle Switch in

By EDDIE BARKER

Jaurnal Staff Writer

AI1LEEERE

VALDOSTA, Ga., Dec. 6—Jarring James Warren had
proved an all-American stopper and the Wildcats south Geor-
gia A champions Saturday as Valdosta vaulted Peanut Bowl-
ward on the savage tackling of the giant 6-3, 215-pound

tackle,

‘Noel George did the scoring
gaturation in Valdosta's 26-0 vie-
tory over previously unbeaten Col-
lege Park, but his three touch-

wns were bypassed in Wright
Bazemore's eoaching accolade,

“Warren did the damage,”
volunteered the usually retiring
mentor. “College Park was goal-
gone until I shifted Warren from
the right fo the left side of our
defensive line. He stopped them,
and that was the game’s turn.-
ing point.”

With the score only 0-8 against
them in the second quarter, the
Rams rolled with Emmett Allen
starting from his own 14 and going
16 yards. Then Ward Lawton made
Ram rooters glad they travelled
250 miles by dashing 11 for another

first down. Allen alternated, hitting |

for 15.

“That's when Warren made his
move,”’ recalled Bazemore, “‘and
College Park stopped theirs.

““That boy is the bhest tackle in
the state. He was all state last
vear, and should have been the
vear before. This year he's an all-
American high school tackle if
there is such a thing."”

Then Bazemore surprised by-
gtanders by breaking a precedent.

“T've never said this before,"
he smiled, "‘but Warren is the best
high school lineman I've ever
coached. He can play defensive ball

for any college in the United States|

right now."

Rumors hers have the agile
athlete heading for Georgia,
with Florida State still In the
courtship.

Peanut Bowl officials after learn-
Ing Richmond Academy fell, re-
fused official comment on a
chance against Springfield, Mass.,
but hinted they needed a team that
was strong against a good offen-
Elve.

Valdosta was that Friday night,

OSTANS

zemore Credits

26-0 Victory

YARDETIOK
College Park <m
First Downs

‘ir'nliln:ln (2R)

"25 Yards Rushing 45?.-
Yarids Fassing 20
15 Yards Penalized 45

and have allowed only one first
team touchdown all season. |

The Rams gained 58 ground|
yards in the first half but had a
minus for the second half, finish-
ing with 42 net. George and Com-
pany ate up 225 wvards. Tough
against ends like the Rams’' Char-
lie Hendricks and Charlie Brown.

Valdosta’s Herman Parramore,
the Wildcat's all-state center, set
up the first Wildeat touchdown by
partially blocking George MecLen-
don’s first kick.)George, smartly
set up by quarterback Sammy
Hardin, alternated on 13 plays to
travel 60 yards, with George scor-
ing his 156th point of the season
from the one. Hardin's fingertip
toss to Bobby Renfroe for 28 yards
and a 56-yard quick kick by Cheet-
er qnnes had kept the Wildcats
moving on.

Fine defensive play by Hen-
ricks saved further first half |
embarrassment, and shortly af--
ter halftime College Park start- :
ed the drive that was redailed by |
Warren.

Battering Rams  Hendricks, |
Brown, Raymond prestage, and
McLendon stopped two wildeat
rambles before George galloped
again. Parramore dashed nine

vards with a center-keep and
George went 14 yards to the one,|
from where he bucked over. He
scored again after a midfield
skirmish gave Valdosta the ball
on the 31. Renfroe and Hardin
went to the 12, and George cov-
ered the box-car yardage in two
tlrges, running his season total to

9.

Renfroe was honored with the
26-0 touchdown, making proud
prophets of fans who gave 21

points and sending the Wildeats
against the north champ next
week for the state title.

COLL
R v e Soth
| GUARDS—Fristoe, B. E.:rnﬁlesnn
CENTER—Prestage

BACKS—Haope,
Alien, Eheunerdn C Jones, Lawion, Pappas,

VALDOSTA (26)

ENDS—Walker, W Eathermglnn

Fleming.
TACKLES—Warren, McNeil, F. Hamﬂ'ﬁ.
Bhro nr

GUARDS—Warllek, Rogers, Moore, Har-

S —— i

|

(n)

?‘PFNTFRS—P ore,} Lindstrom,
| BACKS—=8, ﬂ Renfroe, Greer,
Gearge, Massey, Flemina Gober, O Neal, |
Ig&?][nr S

ollege R e e s =
|va{.';nl+;;n ............. ? 12—23‘

aldosta nwns—oGenrges 3,

|R9n[me % wﬂnurhdnwm—ﬂen-h

froe 2.
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SCENE OF BATTLE

BEING SETTLED IN
COACHES’ CONFAB 0o

BY VIC DUNAWAY
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta won' its tastiest football victory of the year,
last night at Cleveland Field by subduing a fired-up College
Park team that had been pointing towards the game all

during a three-week layoff since the end of its regular

Seasorn.

The Wildcats were on top 26-0 at the final whistle, but
it took every ounce of their effort to wrap it up. The trl-
umph moved Valdosta into

ke 6.,

y state class A finals next

pek.

withough it was perhaps the

atest team effort Valdosta
®1d have managed, offensive
i defenslve stars stood out like '’
8 thumbs, James Warren rip-|
/A4 the Ram offensive line to
.eces and made tackle s.fterl
ickle, The terrific performance
ptched by the husky tackle
pompted Coach Bazemore to
pout eloguent after the battle
‘was over.

By virtue of their victory over
theRams, the Valdostans will take
on LaGrange players next Friday
night for the echampionship of the
Georgia Class A division. La-,
Grange defeated Rockmart 25-0 |
in a semi-final in Rockmart, last |
night. [

Place of the title contest was
to be decided today in a meeting
of officials of Valdosta and La-|
Grange teams in Albany.

At press time this afternoon
no word had been received from
the meeting in Albany. However,
it was rellably reported that both
Valdosta and LaGrange football
authorities were opposed to play-
ing on neutral ground, seemed to!
favor the "flip of a coin" method
| of settling the site question. |

“Warren showed tonight why I
e¢all him the best defensive line-
man I've ever coached,” sald
Bazemore, "In fact, I'll say that
| Warren is the best defensive tack-
'le that's ever played high school
ball in the state.”

None of the estimated 6,000
spectators could have disagreed

very emphatically with the coach.
- " L]

On offensive it was spunky Noel
George who carried the load in
gspite of an injured leg. Genm_}
toted the ball roughly every othér
nlay and notched 19 points to run
his total for the year to 168.
Bobby Renfroe was the biggest
workhorse next to George, and
also displayed a hidden place-
kicking talent that connected on
two out of three conversion at-|
- TRt R s
(" And when passing out words of
praise, it would be Impossible to
overlook Herman Parramore, whrs|
blocked two College Park klck5|
and recovered one fumble—all
three at crucial moments.)

Rl .__* -:. — s

The Rams, supercharged with
a new dose of offensive medicine
and “up” for a determined try
at the class A title, managed to
give Valdosta its roughest time of
the year,

Spotting the Wildeats an early
touchdown, College Park roared
back with a display of razzle-
dazzle offensive tricks late in the
first half and threatened to pull
even. But the Valdosta defense,
more specifieally Warren, finally
held the bulling Rams.

After Emett Allen had made |
two straight I16-vard journeys'
and Ward Lawton added another

{Continued on Page 2)
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AFm' the past two seasons, the

~which the combatants have little

The power-laden Wildcats of Valdosta will be placing _ The largest crowd yet to see the |
three victory strings on the line tonight when they journey | Wildcats perform this year is ex-

: &g - 3 ) pected to view the struggle to-
to Waycross to knock heads with Coac‘h Gus Cates’ un- night. At least 2000 fans will make

defeated Bulldogs. the j from Valdosta, an

First, the Cats will be seeking | cross crew has been somewhat W;ygggs? gppg?ters‘;iﬁ, of ég,urs‘i
to cement their ‘third" |less i ive than the Cats, they turn out in full force. There are
region‘;:hampiox'lship. In 1950 and haye, nevertheless, done away with also indications from other South
1951, e’s teams |2l previous opponents, and un-|Georgia cities that many football
the crown in Region 2-A — the doubtedly will start a team cap- | fans will pass up such other tra-
same setup now called Region |ghle of staying on the same field | ditional games es Albany-

1-A - (Bast). - 'with- any aggregation in these|trie and Thomasville-Cair
Second, “the - locals will find parts. Al watch this battle of class A
Waycross & maj tacle to

their hopes of a second successive
state class A championship. The
Wildcats brought home the state-
wide title a year ago by defeat-
ing Tifton and Newnan in play-
off contests. :

THhird, and most impressive, of
the strings is a record of 13 con-
secutive contests without a defeat
or tie. That skein started Nov. 16
of last season when Valdosta up-
ended Jesup. Waycross was No.
2 on the list of victims and could
become No. 15 this evening. Last
time Valdosta came out on the
short end of the score was on Nov.
9. 1951 when Albany triumphed,

LT S

r0ss, on the other hand, is
“in gridiron' glory for the
time in several campaigns.

Bulldogs ended on the losing side
of the ledger with identical 4-6
records. But this year they have,
like the Wildcats, vaulted nine
straizht opponents. Nothing could
set quite so well for the dogs

as a victory over the Wildcats to

climax one of their finest seasons. ~

Comparative records give a de-
cided ' edze to the local outfit,
Scores against probably the two
two toughest common opponents
show: Valdosta 34, Thomasville 7;
Wayeross 13, Thomasville 7; Val-
dosta 26, Jesup 9; Waycross 13,
Jesup 7. L :

But Bulldog supporters shrug
off such comparisons, and with
good reason. To begin with, this
is a traditional game—one for

trouble in getting “up.” And
despite the fact that the Way-

Three .
Viciory Records in Waycross Th



RUGGED VALDOSTA STAR

- Bazemore: Warien Best
Lineman Pve Coached

By BILL McGROTHA
Constitution Sports Writer {
| VALDOSTA, Dec. 5—Coach Wright Bazemore, year-|
[ . R
in-and-year-out producer of some of the state’s finest foot-
ball teams, Friday termed his Valdosta High tackle James
Warren the best defensive lineman he has ever coached.

“If there is such a thing as a
high school all-American,” he said,
*‘this boy is one. I have never

‘
|
|
[
|
|
|
|

running strength was at the |
tacklé opposite Warren. Baze-

seen his peer in prep play.”
‘Warren, courted by several col-
leges and reportedly leaning to-
ward the University of Georgia,
stands 6-3 and weighs 214,

more switched Warren to the
other post without hesitation.

Warren, an upper-third student,
has been the cornerstone of a line
that played out the regular season

with an amazing record. The var-
sity line did not yield & touchdo.wn1
te a single opponént., |

Bazemore rates him one of the
hardest-working boys he has éver
seen.

“On_Monday, after we heat New-
nan on Friday for the state class
A championship in 1951 James was
out on our foothall field working

out—getting in shape for next |
year,” Bazemore related. |
In a mid-season test against |
Moultrie, Warren played against |
three opposing tackles. And, ac- |
cording to Bazemore, every one
was knocked out by the force of |
Warren's charges by the end of |

the game. Valdosta won, 33-0. !
Last game of the season found |
Valdosta needing a victory over

unbeaten Wayecross to win the re-




James Warren

Outstanding

In Toughest Game of Year

(Continued from Page 1)

11, Valdosta Coach Wright Baze-
more directed what Iie called the
turning point of the game. He
switched Warren, a 215-pound
all-state lineman, from right to
left tackle, and the College Park
snowball prompily melted.

Never thereafter did the visitors
work up a threat as Parramore,
ends Jimmy Walker and Red
Fleming, and linebackers Ray
Moore and Lee Greer, joined with
‘Warren in holding them to minus
yardage throughout the second
‘half.

Valdosta got its first score early
in the opening quarter after forc-
ing Bobby McLendon to punt to
the Wildcat 40. Quarterback Sam-
my Hardin hit Walker with a 32-
yard pass, and Bobby Renfroe,
Noel George and Fleming ate the
remaining distance in three to

STATISTICS

Valdosta College Park
13 First Downs

225 ‘Yds. Rushing 2
8 Passes Aftempted 5
3 * Passes Completed 2
0 Opp. Passes Intercepted 0

61 Yards Passing

1 Opp. Fumbles Recorved 2

41 (1) Avg. Punt Yardage 33 (5)
| 25 Penalties

five yard gulps. George carried
over from the one, but Renfroe
missed the conversion.

Again George, although hamp-
ered by the pulled ligament in
his leg that completely eliminated
his valuable kicking, was the
main offensive spark for the Cats.
He rode for 131 yards in 21 tries
and scored three times. Renfroe
made 63 yards in 15 carries, col-
lected the other six-pointer, and
booted two conversions.

Not until the third period were
ithe Cats able to count again,
| With College Park backed to the
goal, McLendon punted to the
Ram 25. Six plays later, Valdosta
had it as George pushed 12 yards
'to the one and went over on the
next play. Renfroe booted the

oint.

In the fourth stanza, Parra-
more recovered a fumble at the
enemy 31 and George was over
again after five plays, scoring
from five yards out. Renfroe
again booted true.

Minutes later, College Park
gave up the ball on downs at
midfield. Hardin hit Walker for
30 yards on a sensational juggling
catch. A 15-yard unnecessary
roughness penalty helped Valdos-
ta to the two, from where Ren-
froe notched the 26th point. His
placement was w‘ide‘.

-

Harry Lindstrom, kicking off in
place of the lame-legged George,
booted to Jones, who took it on
his 25 and returned to the 44.
Pope tried the guards twice for
a total of three yards, then hand-

on the Ram 49.

It was early in the second per-
iod and the Wildcats pushed all
the way to the Ram four-yard
line before relinquishing the oval
on downs. In that stretch George
made runs of six and nine yards,
and Fleming contributed another
for 11.

The Rams ran two plays with
no advance and Charlie Jones got
off a beautiful 53-yard quick kick
that stopped on the Wildeat 40.
George made nine as the half
ended.

Wi

After College Park kicked off
to open the second half, the Wild-
cats were slow in starting as
George punted on third down.
The Rams fared no better as
Lawton and Jones were SucCCess-
ively smeared for losses of 16 and
12 yards. The 12 yard deflicit
came on fourth down when Jones
got a bad snap from center in
punt formation. The Cats took

over on the ten, but George
fumbled as he pushed to the
three.

College Park seemed to have
shot its offensive wad in the
first half. Bucks by Allen and
Jones went nowhere and Jones
was compelled to punt from the
end zone. Valdosta took charge
at the Ram 25 and quickly romp-
ed to another score.

A Hardin to Wetherington pass
failed to connect, but Renfroe
made two and Parramore notched
a first down by going eight on
the center-keep play. From there
it was George the rest of the way,
going 2, 12, and finally one yard

to the touchdown. Renfroe’s
kick was good and the score
stood 13-0.

After Lindstrom’s kickoff, the
Rams went reluctantly into punt
formation again after gaining but
seven in three plays. As George
refurned to his own 18, the third
period ended.

Valdosta moved again as a 15-
yard penalty matched a run of
equal yardage by Renfroe to put
the ball on the gpemy 35. George
scampered 12 ore, but fum-
bled a handoff from Hardin on
the next play and Raymond
Prestage recovered for the Rams.
Just three plays later, College
Park returned the favor as Hope
bobbled and Parramore recovered
at the College Park 31.

Renfroe promptly shof for nine
and Hardin sneaked for 11 more,
George pushed his way four yards,
watched Renfroe make two, then
covered the remaining five. Ren-
froe kicked between the uprights
again and it was 20-0.

The Rams gambled for fourth-
down yardage following the Kiek-
off and lost the ball on their own
46. This time it took the Wild-|
cats just three plays to cross the
goal. Hardin started it by throw-
ing a long pass that Walker
Juggled sway from a Ram de-

forggt i Wt maslieed L




Noel George and Fleming ate the
remalning distance in three to

STATISTICS
Valdosta College Park
18 First Downs §
225 Yds, Rushing 432
8 Passes Attempted 5
3 Passes Completed 2
0 Opp. Passes Intercepted 0
61 Yards Passing 20
1 Opp. Fumhles Recorved 32
41 (1) Avg. Punt Yardage 33 (5)
256 Penalties 45

five yard gulps. George carried
over from the one, but Renfroe
missed the conversion.

Agaln George, although hamp-
ered by the pulled ligament In
his leg that completely eliminated
his valuable kicking, was the
main offensive spark for the Cats.
He rode for 131 yards in 21 tries
and scored three times. Renfroe
made 63 yards in 15 carrles, col-
lected the other six-pointer, and
booted two conversions.

Not untll the third period were

the Cats able to count again.
With College Park backed to the
goal, McLendon punted to the
Ram 25. 8ix plays later, Valdosta
|had it as George pushed 12 yards
to the one and went over on the
next play. Renfroe booted the
point,

In the fourth stanza, Parra-
more recovered a fumble at the
enemy 31 and George was over
ggain after five plays, scoring
from five wyards out. Renfroe
again booted true.

Minutes later, College Park
gave up the ball on downs at
midfield. Hardin hit Walker for
30 yards on & sensational juggling
catch. A 18-yard unnecessary
roughness penalty helped Valdos-
ta to the two, from where Ren-
froe notched the 26th point. His
placement wnf W-Idﬂ-.

Harry Lindstrom, kicking off in
Dplace of the lame-legged George,
booted to Jones, who took it on

off to Jones who bulled for
] and the first flrst down of
the game. Jones tried again for
no gain and Hope missed on a
jump pass Intended for Brown.
|As Hope faded to throw again,
Jimmy Walker broke throtgh
land smeared him seven yards
behind the line. On his own 45,
MeLendon punted but Herman
Parramore got through in time
to partlally block the boot. It
nt dead on the Wildcat 40,

s, tmmmn%,. found
the _G’@Eﬁ as tough as it

nickname. Fleming lost one on
the first atempt, and George
managed just three. Sammy
Hardin got the offense rolling
with 8 beautiful 32-yard pass that
Henfroe grabbed on the Ram 28
and Valdosta was on the way to
its first score, With George carry-
ing twice for 11 and Renfroe once
for four, the locals grabbed an-
other first on the 18, Fleming
and Renfroe combined to push
to the four, On third down, Flem-
[lng carried over in vain as the
|dnﬂl was called back to the nine
for backfield in motion. Renfroe

ively ameared for losses of 18 and
12 yards. The 12 vard deflieit
came on fourth down when Jones
got & bad shap from ecenter in
punt formation, The Cats took
ovéer on the ten, but George
fumbled ag he pushed to the
three.

College Park seemed to have
shot its offenslve wad in the
first half. Bucks by Allen and
Jones went nowhere and Jones
was compelled to punt from the
end zone. Valdosta took charge
at the Ram 25 and quickly romp-
ed to another score,

A Hardin to Wetherington pass
falled to connect, but Renfroe
made two and Parramore notched
8 first down by going elght en
the center-keep play. From there
it was George the rest of the way,
golng 2, 12, and finally one yard
to the touchdown., Renfroe's
kick was good and the score’
stood 13-0.

After Lindstrom's klckoff, the
Rams went reluctantly into punt
formation again after gaining but
seven in three plays. As George
returned to his own 18, the third
period ended. )

Valdosta moved again as a 15-
yard penalty matched a run of
equal yardage by Renfroe to put
the ball on the epemy 35. George
scampered 12 ore, but fum-
bled a handoff from Hardin on
the next play and Raymond
Prestage recovered for the Rams.
Just three plays later, College
Park returned the favor as Hope
bobbled and Parramore recovered
at the College Park 31.

Renfroe promptly shot for nine
and Hardin sneaked for 11 more,
George pushed his way four vards,
watched Renfroe make two, then:
covered the remaining five. Ren-
froe kicked between the uprights
again and it was 20-0. v

The Rams gambled for fourth- |
down yardage following the kiek-
off and lost the ball on their own !
46. This time it took the Wild-|
cats just three plays to cross the
goal, Hardin started It by throw-|
Ing & long pass thal Walke
jugegled away from a Ram de-
fender 30 yards downfield on a
spectacular catch, George, con-
timiing to grind out the hardest
kind of yards, made two. A 15-
yard penalty for a personal foul
helped Valdosta to the two, and
Renfroe supplled that distance on
the next play. The kick went
wide but the Cats had a 26-0,

advantage that needed but 30
seconds guarding.
Lindstrom's kickoff went out

of bounds and the ball was put
In play on the Ram 40. Jones
pushed over right tackle for two
yards as the game ended.

S'arting Lineups
Warren LT Woods |
Moore LG " Fristoe ™
Parramore 3 Prestage
Rogers RG B. Jones
McNeal RT MeLendon
Wetherington RE C. Brown
Hardin CH Hope
George LH Lawton
Renfroe RH Allen
Fleming FB C. Jones

Beoring touchdowns, Valdosta—
George 3, Renfroe 1, PAT—Ren-
froe 2,

|and George made the first down
in carrles of four wards each,
George then went over from the
one for the only tally of the first
half, Renfroe missed the PAT on
a rushing try.

Allen returned Lindstrom's
kickoff from the 15 to the 19,
Jones cracked twice for 11 yards
and the Rams had thely second
[first down. Allen lost four as
James Warren smeared him be-
fore he could take off. Fleming
stopped Lawton with no advance
and McLendon punted to mid-
fleld,

On the strength of a 28 yard
jeunt by George,, Valdosta rolled
to the Ram 20 only to losa the
ball on "downs as George was
stopped Inches short of the de-
sired yardage after a six-vard
riun,

The College Park offensive be-
gan to click for the first time
after the down exchange. Allen
broke over right tackle, rolled for.
10 yards, thén lateralled to Jones,
who made five more. Lawton im-
-mediately "added 11, then Allen
fooled the defense for 16. After
8 time out, the Wildeat wall stif-
fened, holding Hope and Jone:s
0 two yards on three rushing
lries, malnly on the strength of
Warren's shift to what had been
the weak side of the line. Mec-
Lendon punted smack into Parra-
more’s chest and McNeal covered '




‘Grangers Place

customed gridiron glory, and
ing comeback by wresting the
Valdosta Wildcats.

The state final playoff game
will get uncerway Friday at 8
p. m. at Cleveland Field,

Of 1500 reserved seat tickets for
| the game, there are some 200 left,
: Charlie Barnes reported this morn-
ing. Barnes also stated that tick-
ets which have been reserved and
not called for will be placed on
sale Friday at noon. , Tickets may
be purchased at éames Drug
Store, 200 S. Patterson. |

Student tickets, priced at 50
cents, will be sold at the high
school until kickoff time. No stu-
dent ducats will be available at
the gate. General admission tick-
ets may be bought at Belcher’s and
Terry's Drug stores, or at the gate.

P

‘Wright Bazemore’s Wildeats will

Hopes on Rough Defense

North Georgia class A champion LaGrange will come
into Valdosta tomorrow night riding the trail of unac-

.

Winning

seeking to climax an amaz-
state championship from the

have dealt yardage sparingly.
LaGrange’s attack is built prin-
cipally on ground plays designed
for fullback Joe White and of-
fensive halfbacks Murphy and
Denny Sherrer.
*

Keeble and Tommy Murphy, w}w’

*

If the Granger defensive is as
tough as has been heralded, the |
entire game may he played at|
midfield, for the Wildcats can‘
field a defense as tough as any. |
With James Warren, 215 pound |
all-State tackle, a.nd?Herman Par- |
ramore sparking the front line)|
Bazeiore backs them up witH|

three bruising tacklers in Ray
Moore, Lee Greer and Larry
Massey. Tackle Paul McNeil and
ends Jimmy Walker and Red|
Fleming the rugged wall.

have a full time job in pr ing
their 15-game winning streak
against the fired-up Grangers—a
team rated superior to the College
Park outfit that pushed the locals
hard till the final quarter last
week. From all appearances the

situation will be a perfect one for 5

a LaGrange upset.

At ball-carrying time, Valdosta |
will call on Noel George, one of
the ablest in the state, Bobby|
Renfroe and Red Fleming. A few|
tough defenses—notably Moultrie, !
Jesup and Colleze Park—have|
succeeded in retarding that three- |
ome for a quarter or two, but

lly yielded touchd

In their third state
final, and after ‘an undefeated
season, the Wildcats might well
be plagued with a feeling of com-
placency against the thrice-beaten
Grangers, >

~ Coach Oliver Hunnicut’s north-
‘erners, on the other hand, will un-
doubtedly be at peak condition,
mentally, for the tussle. A state
final is something new for the
Grangers, who registered poor
seasons in 1950 and ’51, and who
also suffered early '52 defeats at
the hands of Lanet, Ala., and AA
Columbus and Thomaston. In the
latter stages of the campaign the
Grangers gained enough momen-
tum to sweep to the North Geor- |
gia title, and a rating as No. 2|
class A team in the state,

Upstaters believe the Grangers
capable of going all the way to
the championship.

x ow.

In their determined drive to the
top, Hunnicut’s men have depend-
ed principally on a stingy de-
fensive unit that averages in a
weight class witl Valdosta's. |
Largest, and one of the most

capable of the defenders, is 235-
pound guard Pete Kirby. Also
rough are protective flankmen
Sidney Maddox

and Wallace

Sammy Hardin will be on hand
to fling a few accurate aerials, run
a few quarterback-keep plays, and
generally keep the Gra
fense honest.

Lju:r‘ N




~Murphy-Albany, Calhoun-Fort Valley,

Hogansville-Cami

By JACK JACKSON

lla Seek Crowns

This is the night, and before it is over, Georgia will
have four new state football champions.

On fields at Macon, Valdosta, Americus and Joneshoro,
survivors of 10 weeks of regular season play and earlier elim-
inations clash for crowns won a year ago by Richmond Acad-
emy, Valdosta, Cordele and Forest Park.

Out of that quartet, only one—
aldosta—is around to try a re-
eat, and the Wildcats are favored
to do so against
1.a Grange in
- Valdosta’s Class
A match. In AA,
Murphy and Al-
bany tle up at
Macon; in B'y
Hogansville and #
—amilla meet at
Americus, and
in C, it will be
2alhoun and
Fort Valley at
Toneshoro.

Valdosta 1 s e
the only outstanding favorite.'
The Wildcats have won 12

straight now and closest anyone |
has come has been 26 points.
Murphy and Albany both will be
'missing a backfield standout and
‘appear a toss-up, while the same
‘rating might well be made of Ho- |
 gansville-Camilla and Fort Valley- !
Calhoun. Camilla and Valdosta are
the only unbeaten teams left in the |
state, §

“Bowl business enters the pie- |
ture as the Peanut Bowl watches !
AA and A matches and will name
a host team for their New Year's
~ classie from the winners of those
two. Valdosta appears the hottest

choice at the moment. West

Springfield, Mass., has already
been named for the visiting role,

Rumors out of south Georgia!
throw another possibility into the
reckoning, but.it is not likely to
develop. Fans in that section have |
been wanting a match between Al- |
bany .and Valdosta the year long I‘
and some would like to pit them |
in a postseason affair, should hnih‘
win state titles. But the Peanut!
Bowl for one is almost a sure
thing.

Individual comparisons of prin-|
cipals in the final games have heen_i
drawn the week long and are not |
needed again now. The Macon |
game matches two of the finest
lines iIn the state, with Murphy
holding an_edee af ends, the teams |
about equal &t I8 and tackles,
and Albany “h “the bulge Ht;

center, Loss of the Eagles’ Stumpy
Smith and Albany’s Goo-Goo Heidt

lessen offenses of both, but quar-|

terback Richard Blair gives the

Eagles an edge in the backfield,

Valdosta has six strong candi-
dates for All-State and in tackle
James Warren and fullback
Noel George has All-Southern

Games Rated Even

possibilities, LaGrange counters
with a good, sound defense, a |

fine end in Sid Maddox and three
fine runners—Danny Sherrer,

Tommy Murphy and Joe White.
Hogansville faces an unbeaten,

is short Lamar Watson, a speed
boy.

for three years. Against that de-
fense, Fort Valley throws a varied
offense featuring passing o
Merritt and running of
Melvin,

but lost only once itself and com-|

Calhoun’s 4-C champs rest their |
case on a strong defense headed|
by linebackers Marvin Graves and |
Ted Collins. Graves is a sure all-|
(stater and has been a standout!

fortably reversed that decision in|
playoffs. Tackle Frank Reeves and|
back Bobby Garmany are among |-
the state’s best. Camilla’s leader|

Eddie|
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Grange Rates Something Ney

Agalnst Valdosta—'A Chance'"

Kirby, Jones, Maddox Bolster Line
ia

For North Georg

By DAVE LE BEY
Can they stop Valdosta?

That question, asked all season by observers through-

‘A" Champions

out the state, now becomes the private worry of one Oliver

‘Hunnicutt, LaGrange strategist and builder of
best balanced teams in Georgia's Class A ranks.

On the verge of the state cham-
pionship game Friday night in
Valdosta, the feeling seems to be
that if anyone can stop the Wlld-
cats, it is Hunnicutt. '

Not only have the Grangers won
the North Georgia Class A cham-
pionship, but the elements that
brought about this success have
been impressive enough to rate
LaGrange something new for Wild-
cat opponents—a chance.

This chance hinges on three
factors: an alert, battle-sharp-
ened defense, a versatile offense,
and the probability the Grang-
ers—having coasted to fairly
easy victories in two playoff
. games—will be at their mental
peak for the finale.

Defense may be the clue to a
LaGrange upset.

Its last three games have been
shutouts against supposedly able
stition. Last Friday it beat
rt, 25-0, for the Northern
thetweek previous it stopped

. Up front, the troops are large—

one of tgg

Morgan County, 19-{} for the ri"
gion crown, and the week befo
that it whipped Newnan, 27-0.
Backbone of the LaGrange de-
fense are its linebackers, Gary
Keeble and sophomore Tommy
Murphy. Against Rockmart,
which only gained 55 yards on the
ground, this pair let nothing go
by. The Yellow Jackets made but

three first downs before the fourth
quarter, when the LaGrange re-
serves took over.

large enough to give Valdosta a
taste of its own poison. Pete
Kirby, 235-pound guard, and two’
fine defensive ends, Wallace Jones
and Sidney Maddox, can mix it
with the best.

Offensively, the Grangers have
been resourceful afoot. falf
backs Danny Sherrer and
Murphy and fullback Joe White
share the load equally.

In a typical series, Sherrer
may try for the large chunk of
yardage on first down, White
may hit the middle for a few
yards on second, and Murphy,
the clutch boy, usually gets the
third-and-two type a&signment,
The combine works well.

Certainly, LaGrange will be Val-
dosta’'s meanest opponent this
season,

After easy victories over out-
classed Morgan County and Rock-
mdrt, . the Grangers should be
ready for the big one. Valdosta,
on the -=__ hand, pushed for

|

prisingly strong College Park last
Friday, face more of the same.

Proof the peanut-hungry Wild-
cats are human is the showing the
vastly outweighed Rams made,
holding the score to 26-0, lowest
of the year for the Valdostans.
So the task is not impossible.

three arters “@gainst a  sur-

—
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‘52 Wildcats to Perform
At Home For Final Time |

! The 1952 version of the Valdosta Wildcats—perhaps
the strongest in VHS history—will display its football tal-
‘ents to the home folks for the last time this week.

~ Already crowned South Georgia class A champions,
the Wildcats will meet LaGrange, North Georgia titlist, in
Cleveland Field Friday night, with the winner to be crown-
ed class A’s best.

The agreement to play in Val-]at Cleveland Field Friday.

dosta, made at a meeting between
officials of the two schools Satur-
day, completed the football bill of
fare for local fans. Valdosta sup-
porters will have been privileged
to see all three Wildcat playoff
games at home.

LaGrange, ‘considered’ all along

At least the visitors won’t be
subject to the “unbeaten jinx”
which has plagued other Valdosta
opponents throughout the year. In
their. last three contests, Baze-
more’s battalion has dealt a de-
feat to a team that previously had
oeen all winning. In order they

as the chief threet to Valdosta’s| Were Waycross, Americus and Col-
hopes for a second straight state |l6g€ Park. Earlier in the regular
championship despite a 7-3 regu- | S€ason the locals marred undefeat-

lar season record, gained the finals

The Wildcats roared into their
third state final in as many years
by subduing rugged, and previous-
ly unbeaten, Colfege Park, 26-0,

by clipping Rockmart Friday night. |

‘ed records for Thomasville and
Moultrie. ) ;

LaGrange, unworried by
thoqghts of preserving a perfect
record, have only to concentrate !
on upsetting the Wildeats. All|
three reverses on the Grangers’
record were administered early in
the campaign. In the latter half
of the schedule, the up-staters
gathered enough momentum to be
ranked third or fourth best among
class A teams.

Many observers, including some
of Georgia’s best grid critics, rate
the Grangers as superior sto the
College Park aggregation that
proved such a tough nut for the
Wildcats to crack last week.

Bazemore starts preparations for
the LaGrange affair this after-
noon with fingers crossed. Injuries
to ace backs Noel George and Sam-
my Hardin last week caused plenty i
of consternation in Wildeat foot-
| ball circles. George's knee is still
|ailing, but, barring re-injury, he
will ‘be able to assume his usual
position as Valdosta offensive lead-
er against: the "03“5_"1 Geoprgians

Py T ar




|Inspired 2nd Half Gives
Valdosta State A Crown

(Continued from Page 1)
any suit. Similar choices of |
shoes and a topcoat were pre
sented by Patterson-Jones and
Belk-Hudson, respectively. Baze-
more also received a $100 war
bond and a Mixmaster.

PR

LaGrange rolled into Cleveland
Field intent on knocking the|
Wildeats off the trail to their!
second straight state champion-
|ship. Until the final two minutes
of the first half they made a de-
termined effort, bui Bazemore's
men finally recovered from a case
of jitters at that point and began

tics

Valdosta LaGrange
10 First Downs
333 Yds. Rushing 50
5 Pass Att. 10
2 Pass Comp. 2
52 Yds. Pass 17
4 Opp, Pass Int, 2
1 Opp. Fum. Rec. 3
25 Punt Ave. 31
55 Penalties 10
their scoring splurge. Red Flem-

ing notched the first Cat touch-
|down from the three after s 64
|yard march in which Valdosta
‘used 16 plays and racked up five
|first downs. At intermission the
count stood 6-0.

The Wildcat defense, which
turned in one of its best efforts,
[shackled the Granger attack until
the Valdosta pointmakers recoy-
ered from f itis and started

1

placements, George missed one,
then George’s pass to Wethering-
ton also failed.

&

Lindstrom’s .opening  kickoff
Wwas taken by SiSd Maddox on the
LaGrange 10 and rturned to
the 31. Murphy made five, bub
Sherrer was stopped at the line
and John Hadaway lost six on an
attempted . pass as Parramore
led a group of mates to the kill.
Murphy then punted to George,
who staried from. his 30 and ae- |
turned to the 34. Hardin sneaked |
for one yard, then George made
eight but fumbled, LaGrange re-
covering.

Murphy struck  quickly as he
ran up the middle for eight yards,
but the Cat defense immediately
tightened. White and Hadaway
took turns losing two and three!
yards, and Murphy's pass missed |
Jones. Hadaway faded and threw
to Maddox for 12 yards, but not
enough for a first down. ’I‘he‘
Cats took over on their 18,

With George carrying the mai11
in three to six yard elips, and
Fleming notching 16 in one crack,
Valdosta rolled to three straight
first downs and made it to the
enemy 37, before Hardin's pass
was stolen by Sherrer, who caught
it on the 25 and returned to the
39.

A weird sequence of happenings
finally ended with Valdosta in
possession at the LaGrange 41.

d pass was intercepted

*

to roll. Tommy Murphy, Granger
halfback, clicked off 18 yards on
one run midway in the first
period. That romp gave the visi-
tors their first down—and their
last until the fourth quarter when
a 15-yard penalty set up another.

Tackle James Warren was again
outstanding in the line and. re-
ceived top-flight . support from
running mate Paul McNeil and
middleman Herman Parramore,
Jimmy Walker turned in one of
his finest performances at the
flank, especially in tackling and
downfield. blocking.

Ray Moore, Larry Massey and
Lee Greer were extremely sharp
as linebackers. Greer joined with
safety man Earl Gober in giving
as able defense against passing as
against running. Each intercept-
ed two LaGrange aerials.

. W

In a Valdosta running attack
|that gained 333 yards, ‘Bobby
| Renfroe took the biggest bows, al-
though hard-working Noel George
was tops in ‘individual yardage.
Renfroe, chiefly on the basis of
as pretty a run as has been seen
here all year, ate 92 yards in 9
tries for a 10-plus average.

George, who was at his ‘best in
bruising rushes for much-needed
yardage up the middle, counted
1100  yards in 19 attempts. Flem-
ling shouldered his part of the load

seven cracks,

67 Jards f
w 7 Fards g;'
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yarder.

on the Valdosta 45 by Greer.
Greer returned to the enemy 39,
but fumbled and the Grangers
recovered. On the next play, Mur-
phy miscued and Greer recovered
on the 41 as the first quarter
ended.

But the fumble blues were not
over yet. After a six-yard advance
on two plays, Hardin fumbled up
to the LaGrange 35, and the
Grangers were again in charge.
They made exactly no yards in
four cracks at the line and Mur-
phy punted out of bounds on
Valdosta 36. From there the
cats pushed to their first s
using sixteen plays and five
downs in the process.

George started it with a
yard jaunt, then got anot]
tirst down two plays later By
gaining six after Fleming al
O’Neal had hit for-nine betwe :
them. Parramore’s center - keep|
was good for only four, but Ren-
froe mad four more and George
went for seven. Fleming, Renfroe
antl George ate the rest of the dis-
tance in three and four yard
plunges, with Fleming finally
scoring from the three,

Greer intercepted Hadaway’s |
pass after th next kickoff closed |l
out the half on Hardin’s 14-yard
run to the Granger"lz.

a

LaGrange kicked off to open
the second half, but Valdosta
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ards for seven cracks.
'a nice 39-yarder.
1 W Hardin directed the ac-
~ tion antifully and joined in
the attack himself by providing
two scores—one on a tricky 27-
yard bootleg run, and another on
a 46-yard pass to Walker. Walker
talso figured in both of those tal-
lies as he paved the way for
| Hardin with -a jolting downfield
| block, then caught the heave in
|another of his patented juggling
| snatches.
* * =

After the first-half touchdown
that required a slow and determ-
ined 64-yard march, the Wildcats
ran up the rest of their points on
the kind of spectacular plays that
Valdosta fans have come to expect.
| Renfroe struck with stunning sud-
denness in the third period as he
took a pitchout, barrelled around
left end, evaded the tacklers, then
outraced the last defender diag-
onally across the field to score
the second touchdown in the far
richt corner of the end zone.

Mardin’s tricky run added the
| third score from 27 yards ouf in

=

Shortly thereafter, Hardin’s pass
hit Walker for the fourth score.
On the next kickoff, Fomby Har-
| din notched the first' touchdown
of his Wildcat career. John Driver
| took the hoot on the 12 and at-
tempted to reverse to Danny
Sherrer but the shift missed con-
(nections. Fomby gathered in the
| unattended pigskin at that point
and went into the end zone un-
molested.

Valdosta’s point-after attempts
were a complete flop, but nobody
minded. Renfroe missed three

the first play of the last period,

LaGrange kicked off to open
the second half, but Valdosta
failed to move and George punted %
out of bounds on the Granger
40. Murphy, three plays later, g
tried for less than a yard on =
fourth down and failed, the Wild- =S g
cats takmg over on the Granger |Sherrer as the game ended.

49, . Starting Lineups; :

- On the first play. Renfroe broke | Walker LE Jones
loose on his thrilling 49-yarder |Warren LT Freeman
and  pushed Valdosta to a 12-0|Moore LG D. Jones
lead. Lindstrom kicked off again [ Parramore ) Prather
and the Cats took over shortly |Rogers RG Crenshaw
thereafter as Gober intercepted | McNeal R Keeble
Murphy’s pass on third- down. |Wetherington RE Maddox
Hardin threw to Wetherington |Hardin QB Hadaway
for six and Renfroe made five for |George LH Sherrer
a first down, but the threat peter- | Renfroe RH Murphy
,ed out and George punted. Fleming FB White

Even though they received the| Scores by quarters:
benefit of a five-yard penalty on |Valdosta ——0 6 618
the first play, the Grangers still|LaGrange .0 0 0 o
failed to make ien yards and|_Scoring touchdowns, Valdosta: |
Murphy punted out of bounds on |Fleming, Renfroe, §. Hardin,|
Valdosta’s 23, After an eight-yard | Walker (pass from Hardin), F,
advance on two plays, Fleming|Hardin. :
cut the left side for 39 yards to Tiae -
the enemy 30, Hardin sneaked for

three, then, on a beautiful bit of |
deception,” faked a handoff to|
George and bootlegged to the
right for 27 yards and another
score, The scoring effort came on
the firs; play of the final quarter,

Murphy again chose to pass
three plays after the ensuing kick-
off. Gober was the minute man
again, intercepting on the 50
and carrying four yards into La-
Grange territory. On the next
play, Hardin’s pass met Walker
going away at the 20 and he took
it on in for the score.

On the next kickoff, Fomby
Hardin took over as Driver muff-
ed a reverse ab the 12. The 190-

—_|{pound freshman picked up the

ball and trotted in. For good
measure, Fomby made the tackle
on the succeeding kickoff.

LaGrange managed one yard
in four plays, then turned the
ball back to the Wildcats at their
own 35. Valdosta was tagged with
a 15-yard penalty to midfield,
but George made that up on one
run. George went for nine more,
but fumbled on the next play af-
ter clicking off ten.

The Grangers then kept po-
session till the end of the game,
A five-yard offside tariff helped
them to begin with. Then Prather
made two, and Hadaway passed
to Driver for seven yards and the
Cranger’s second first down.
Sherrer and Driver were each
thrown for one-yard losses. Mur-
phy punted from his 22, but the
play was called back for a 15-
yard, roughing-the-kicker penal-
ty Hadaway's aerial missed




