Of Colu

Both Teams

Undefeated
During Year

By VIC DUNAWAY
Times Sports Editor

COLUMBUS—Valdosta's Wild-
eats, Georgia’s only undefeated
high school football team, took
the field against a husky bunch of
West Springfield, Mass., Terriers
in the Peanut Bowl game here
this afterncon, in quest of their
18th consecutive victory. Kickeft
time was set at 2:30 p. m.

An estimated 800 Valdostans
were in the stands to cheer Wwild-
ipat efforts to turn back the
Yankee invaders.

Offensively, the two undefeated
teams — West Springfield won
eight straight in the regular sed-
sor—promised a slam bang bat-
tle pitting Valdosta's &-formaf-
jon attack generaled by all-state
guarterback Sammy Hardin,
against the split-T as conducted
by Les “Porky” Plumb, & unani-
mous all-Western Massachusetts
choice. Both field leaders are
deceptive ball - handlers, swift
runners and adept DASEETS.

Noel George and Bobby Ren-
froe, Valdosta's hard - running
halfbacks were to match strides
with giant 210-pound Al Klain
and 185-pound Ernie LaBranche.
George, an all-Southern selection

and Back-of-the-Year, added his |

punting and place-kicking to the
wildeat offense. Valdosta's Red
Fleming and West Springfield’s
George Rolandini filled fullback
slots,

The Northerners held a welght
advantage of 156 pounds per man
in the backfleld.

Up front, Valdosta boasted the
weight-edge, but the difference
was slight. Wildeat linemen aver-
aged 183 pounds to 180 for the
Terrier forwards.

Coach Wright Bazemore . de- |
pended heavily on such solid de- |

fenders as all-state tackle James
Warren, all-state center Herman
Parramore and all - state end
Jimmy Walker to shackle the Ter-
rier attack, Other solid defensive
performers such as guard-line-
backer Ray Moore, linebackers
Lee Greer and Lerry Massey,
safetyman Earl Gober, tackle
Paul MeNepl, end Ron Wether-
"figure strongly in the outcome.
The Yankees went into the
game as solid favorites, principal-
ly on the record of past Peanut
Bowl games, and because many
observers regard them as Mas-
sachusetts' strongest entry in the
prep classic to date. Pre game
opinion seemed to tag Valdosta
as two-touchdown underdogs .

THE RECORDS
VAIDOSTA 28 Baxley 0
L)

47 Adel 0
- 39 Fitzgernld 6
” 55 Douglas 0
2 50 Tifton 6

33 Moultrie 0

34 Thomasville. T
48 Jeff Davis 6
268 Jesup 0

33 Waveross 0

59 Americus T
26 College Park 0
30 LaGrange 0

W. Bpringfield 7 Springfield C. 6
= 26 Northampton 14

12 31% 1313131181

o 41 Westfield ‘6
g 44 Southbridge 14
e 34 Athol 6
0 . 6 Chicopee 0
: 33 Sp'field Cath. 7

13 Agawam 7T

ington, and guard Floyd Rugersr

ONWARD TO COLUMBUS AND PEANUT BOWL i
Mayor John Bray Giddens Heads Valdosta Contingent a

-aa-w-f’.
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ValdiataHolds
Slight Margin

Over Terriers }

By RAY ANTHONY
Enquirer Sports Writer

Valdosta High, the pride of
Georgia, and West Spring-
field, Mass., High School will
clash head-on this afternoon
at Memorial Stadium in the
seventh annual New Year’s

Day Peanut Bowl prep foot-
ball classie.

The game, sponsored by the
Exchange Club, is scheduled to get
under way at 2:30, and experts are|
favoring the state Class A cham-
pion Wildcats by six to 12 points
in the tussle. Wk AN

Massachusetts fans and observ-

Probable Lineups

'I_l_r SPRINGFIELD Pos. = VYALDOSTA

anchard (185) LE Walker (155)
Harlow (200) LT Warren (206)
Pernice (170} LG Moore (175)
.aboranti (182) C  Parramore (170)
Cindlg (160) RG Rogers (165)
handler (230) RT MecNeal (215

ttoon (175) RE Wng'ton (170)
Plumb (165) QB Hardin, S. (170)
Harringlon (185 LH George (170)
Klein (207) REH Renfroe (170)
Rolandinl (195) FB Flemming (170)

T T W
ers, however, are confident that
the Terriers will come out on top.
West Springfield has shown an (
excellent running and passing|.
game and may surprise the ex-|
perts.

The game will be broadeast
over WPNX starting at 2:30 p.m.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s squad
is said to have the best chance
of returning the Peanut Bowl tro-
phy to the state of Georgia. Both
squads are undefeated and untied,
but Valdosta rolled over 10 oppon-
ents during the regular season and
then beat three playoff foes in its
match to the erown.

Beat Former Victors

West Springfield downed eight
opponents but rolled up 204 points
while holding its foes to 60. In-
cluded in the Terrier's list of vic-
tims were fwo former Peanut
Bowl victors.

They stopped Westfield, which
walked off with two Peanut Bowl
triumphs, by a lopsided 41-6 score
and in the final fray, eked out a
13-7 victory over last year’s Pea-
nut Bowl winner, Agawam High.

Massachusetts players said the
game with Chicopee High was the
toughest, but the Terriers won 6|
to 0.

The Wildcats romped over Bax-|.
ley, Cook High of Adel, Fitzgerald,
Douglas, Tifton, Class AA Moul-
trie, Thomasville, Jeff Davis, Jes-
up, and Waycross. They then beat|.
Americus, College Park, and La-|,
Grange in the playoffs. ;

Valdosta High's squad arrived
here syesterday afternoon and
Bazemore had the boys working
out as soon as they could change
into pads. The workout was held
near Memorial Stadium and the
Wildcat coach also inspected the
scene of the forthcoming battle.

AS8ss sirolline over the sogov|

—




Weather, Family Reunions
Highlight Valdosta Arriva

. By PAUL HOGAN .

Weather and family reunions highlighted the talk as
Valdosta State Class AA champion Wildcats climbed otf
their chartered bus at Memorial Stadium yesterday where
they will meet West Springfield, Mass., this afternoon in the
seventh annual Peanut Bowl classic. P
7| The Wildcats, 40 strong roll-

ed into Columbus after their
190 - mile bus trip at 4 ofclock.
A police escort led the bus and :

group of Bowl committee officials
and sportswriters and photograph-

ers through the city and back tpi

Memorial Stadium.

Coach Wright Bazemore, a gra-
duate of Mercer University in Ma-
con,- immediately sent the Wild-
cats into the dressing room and
tested the Stadium turf.
He found a soggy field that did
not please him foo muech, but in
his joking manner, he appraised
ke ' . o
| “If T had any halfbacks that
could sidestep they would proba-
bly slip down, but we didn’t bring
any of those backs with us."
Quarterback Samimy Hardin,
who has already signed a grant-
|in-aid Auburn, was greeted by
his grandparents who reside in
‘| Phenix City. Sammy, who has two
'|brothers, linemen Billy and Fom-
by, on the team, also found their
mother waiting on them here.

Bazemore sent the group
through a 45-minute workout on
the Lions Club Municipal golf
course's 18th fairway, but the
|practice was designed only to
1limber up the winners of 13 gam-
‘|es already this year. :

He reported that none of his
crew were injured seriously
enough to hamper their play, but
several members of the starting
lineup will -be bruised slightly.

Meanwhile, the West Springfield
gridders worked out yesterday
morning, and attended the tea
R‘ar‘l_:y esterday afternoon at the

een Tavern where the Bowl
queen was selected. Of course,
'|neither team attended the Peanut
.|Bowl Ball at the Ralston Hotel
last night. Bk
| 'The two teams are quartered a
|Fort Benning, in adjoining bar-
|racks. Both teams will also leave
|tomorrow, West Springfield board:
|ing a train at 3 o'clock that after-

noon. 1
Should Valdosta open the game
kicking off today, the thrﬁ Hard-
in brothers from Phenix City will
be in the starting lineup for the
Georgia champs. All three are on
'|the kick off team. e
| Ken Stambaugh, who has cov-
|ered 17 bowl games with his mo-
‘|tion picture camera, will make
|it 18 when he shoots color movies
‘|of the pre-game parade, the ac:
!|tual game, and the halftime cere:
.|monies. : ShTs )

;| George Theeringer, Columbus
own sterling = radio sportscaster
will narrate the movie which i
!lto be shown in Valdosta's Ritz
'- Thea't' .. hr.* T [ b r

——

& W T L

Ritz is a mem:
in Theaters chain




ACTION HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 53 PEANUT BOWL—| Peanut, Bowl history. Left photo shows Valdosta end) shown crossing the goal line for Valdosta’s second touch-| Chandler (78) and Ken Mattoon (83). In the picture thirc
These pictures show a few of the exciting moments in Co-| Jimmy Walker smacking into Terrier Taltback Joe Har.| down & moment after picking up the fumble on the seven| from left, Wildcat end Wetherington is shown af
lumbus’ Memorial Stadium on New ay as the Val-;ington In the midde of an altempled | om e second from left shows Valdosta's Noel  ging & pass from Saminy Hardin that gave the Cats
dosta, Wildcats brought the Peanul Bowt trophy back to| Springfield erback Les Plumb. Bobby Rton et xdage over the left side of the Terrier | yards in the opening periog. Numbe

Georgia by downing West Springfield, Mass, 2626 “The| right) recovered the ensuing fumble a moment later. Lok

contest will go a0 s

t thrilling in/at the far right picture to st what happened. Rentfroe is The West prmb eld players are Al Klein (35), Howard) |of;

Terrier
d is Ron Wetherington, wa s Ray Roberge. |(This picture layout courtesy

“and|Columbus pape!



Valdostan Qutduels
As Wildmh_ Take

By D%LH MARTIN
L I B L1
Ct.)fﬁhtBUS, Ga., Jan.

9—West Springfield fwu: )
Hizh's split-T operator Les (Porky) Phimb %eﬂ up to his
advance press notices in Columbus'

Bowl Thursday, but quite a

seople on hand went away convinced that he was only the
:acond best quarterback on the field. :

Valdosta's slick Sammy Hardin
pot the nod from the experts as the
top Elot man and he had one big
factor on  his :
ride - — suoccess.
The WValdostans
¥ 0 n,  95-26,
marking t h e |8
third Hme in
seven tries that
2 Georgia team
has won the
Fitle.

Martin

bound, ealled a
heady game and kept the defense
crossed up with his adroit hand-
affs. He alsa had another big
advantage over his Massachusetis
counterpart—he could call on Noel
Genrge,

The West Springlfield aggrega-

qual all-Seuthern
ge, the 58 1Tl-pound batter-

YARDSTICK

did not MAve & running hack
choice

‘ram, tieketed fdar the Univer-
‘of Alabama. When the going

Springhield Ace’
Peanut Bowl, 28-26 _

seventh annual Peanut
fewr of the more than 2,000

- SUMMARY
S PR, statton

e T, fw, Eehweizer.
F—-— u.i'tL [H] Eindig.
e , Kloln. Hapipgiorn. ol
%.EHEL"‘ _.l:l.;r. :Iq.nn. IE!m‘l. ﬁm.
LINET A
e VAR
E“iw'? nll"n‘:u::u. it
Cramore.
gmt. Huﬁ.&“{?mm r!lf!T;.lglllt'. GI}TH:I#.,
INnal, Taylhr |
Boore by auasbens: 3 g
West Sprinafiedd «ooo000 : —2
ve qu: ¢ Yaldagt T H.I’.hifuai
e rlerinipton. Points alier TDe Geonre
ot ¢ Wl Bpeinglisid——i¥. Blaneh-
IJ'l;“crl[:'%.t m!ndrg.lﬂim. Points afier TD1
M. Blanchard, Klein,

for 12, two, five, [ive and one lor
the TD, |

The next seore-came in & hurry. |
Gieorge's kickolf was returned to
the Terrlers' 10. On the first play,
Plumb on the keep plny was hit
thard: by Walker as he attempied
o pitchout at the last second, the
pitehout went awry and halfback
Bobby Renfroe seooped it up and
high-latled it into the end zone.

A West Springficld gamblp set
up Valdestn's third TD in the
second quarter. On fourth down;

T EPRINGFIELD varposTa| Newt Blanchard dropped back
ﬁ abine :ﬁ into puni-formation st the Ter

% i 81 pier 30. Instend he passed to
i E:: glgun: il Flumb, who dropped the ball in
a8 ol el e 114 the open fleld. Bix plays later
3 nEponen mnml; recavered ug. it was Valdosti 21, West Spring:

got rough ‘and those extra vards
were needed to keep & drive going,
it was George who got the call
Gisorge scored twice and boot
el four extra points (o run his

searing total for 13 games plos |

the Peanut Bowl to 208,

The game started olit Tike all

Valdosta coptests this past season oith the barest of seconds remain-
as the Wildeats volled up 11 lirsl- jne iy the half, Plumb intercepted

field 0. George went 11, ERed
Flemming got nine then ihree,
Renfros picked up two mors to
the Springlicdd five. Then, with
the Terriers” idelense looking lor
George, Hordin faked o hnndoff,
then whirled and passed to end
Ronald Wetheringion In the end
zone. He was all alone,

The Yanlkees got their [irst score

[

half points before the opposition sz Hardin pass at the Springfield
ever tallied. By halitime it was 45 and went all the way to the

N8 'and the Valdostans
screaming for & rout.
But this waz not to be,

| vigiting Terriers struck back for
two touchdowns in {he third guar- féned. Plumb got two, then was

ter 1o make a game of It
i Valdosta got a break on the
| Hrst play of the game when
Ernle LaBranche fumbied nnd
Jimmy Walker recovered an the
enemy 21. Bul on the second
. George returned t(he [avor
y (umbling back to the Yan-
kees. In Hve plays featuring
Plumhb's 10.vard gain on  the
¥ tha Terriers moved to
m Pl:wn 12 where (fullback
George Rolandini fumbled and
alert  linebncker Lee Greer
poonced on it

Then without further ado, Har—ll i
din. directed the Wildeats to a

were

Wildeat 28, Plumb passed to half-

lhack Al Klein for 14 then went five

The! himsell on the keep to the Valdosta

four. Here the Wildeat line stif-
|gmothered for no gain. On Tourth
(down he jump-passed to Blanch-|
fard in the end zone.

Springfield scored the flirst two|
[times: it got the hall in the third|
\period to narrow the margin. After|
(Vildosta harl failed to go a9 ;2
|with the second-half kickoff, George
punted out o bounds on the Teh}
riers' 12, In 10 plays, the S8yard|
distance had been covered with
Plumhb passing to end Ken Mattoon
for 10 and 42 wvards and then lo
Blanchard for eight and the touch-
down. Blanchard ran the EP over,
Hardin fumbled on the next series |
downs and the Northerners gob- |
(hled it up at the Wildeat 33, Plamb |

touchdown I plays, | : ; |
ipassed to Klein for 25 yards, then |

~ith tﬂ”wr!‘f?_ﬁmﬂﬂ :K]r‘in went fhe final three an a run- |
ning play, After a missed EP, the

score was 21-19 and the Wildeals

woke op ta the fact that they were
gtill in a ball game, '

On the -ensiing Kickoff, Valdos-

fa marched 61 yards for their

game-winning TI. The drive ate

up 16 running plays—10 by,

George — with George ascoring

from the one.

Hardin intereepied a Plumb pazs
in gtop the next Tervier thrust and
Valdosta marched to the Spring-
field nine before Repiros fumbled.
Blanohard recovered and afier
{ Plumb had gone 15 yards to a first
{ down at the 26, the split-T quarter-
| baclk passed. The ball fell in the
| midst of three Valdosta detenders
who batted (¢t into the arms of
Springfisld's Matioan, who streaked
the remaining 356 vards to the end
Zone,

Walker returned the kickoff to
the Wildeat 47 and three rurming
plays by George failed to net a|
first down, On [ourth down, Mat- |
toon broke through and hlocked
George's punt and the Terriers|
were - in business on the Wildeat|
47, Plumh ran to the Wildeat 35
Before he could get off another|
play, the game ended.




’DOSTA DOMINATION
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53 Peanut Bowl T zlt ﬁ

Rated as

Editor’s Note: The following
item is reprinted from the At-
lanta Journal-Constitution of
Sunday, Jan. 4.

By DUDLEY MARTIN

From the crowning of the queen
at the Peanut Ball New Year’s
Eve to the presentation of the
trophy to Valdosta Coach Wright
Bazemore after the game this
seventh annual Peanut Bowl was
one of the best in the history of
the event.

The largest crowd (better than
8,000, all of whom paid), the big-
gest parade, and one of the most
exciting games all contributed to
the success of the affair,

And representing Georgia as the

host team was one of the finest

prep grid aggregations to come

out of the state in many years.

Not since the old heydey of Boys
High and Tech High has a team
stood so predominantly above the
rest as did this Valdosta eleven
which clawed its way to a 28-26
victory over West Springfield
(Mass.) High in Columbus’ Me-
morial stadium Jan. 1.

Both offensively and defensively
the Wildcats fielded a well-bal-
anced club which steamrollered
over all its state opposition,

o T

In Sammy Hardin, Bazemore
has one of the really fine quarter-
backs to come out of state high
school ranks. Hardin can handle
' the ball as well as any prep
T-operator and calls a smart game.
' He is the fastest man on the team
'and is an accurate passer. The
Valdosta running game was so
potent this fall that Hardin did
not have to pass much, but when
occasion arose, he could pinpoint
a receiver,

All-Southern back Noel George
was the workhorse of the Wildecat
victory.  He carried the ball 25
times in the Peanut Bowl for 115
yards—an average of 4.6 per carry
—against the best high school
team from western Massachu-
setts.

That Wildeat line was fearsome
to behold, too. West Springfield
learned ear ly in the game that
it was not going anywhere on the
| ground.” It effectively bottled up

‘Best Ever’

the touted split-T offense directed
by all-Western Massachusetts
quarterback Les (Porky) Plumb,
Plumb was consistently thrown
for losses on his favorite keep play
by end Jimmy Walker, Paul Mc-
Neil and James Warren—bBaze-
more’s 215-pound tackle duo, and
guard Ray Moore. ]

Only weakness evidenced was
in pass defense as Plumb hit 10
of 18 for 197 yards.

The Peanut Bowl showing jus-
tified Valdosta's placing six men
on the all-state squad and Baze-
more's pick as coach of the year,
The Wildcats ended on a note of
glory—and so did the seventh an-
nual Peanut Bowl.




Peanut Bowl Number Seven'
Turns Out To Be Thriller

annual Peanut Bowl football
Memorial Stadium turned out

28-26.

It was all that cnuld be asked.
Valdosta scored its last two touch-
downs with straight power drives,
and didn’t take to the air a time
during the whole second half.

West Springfield put on a pair of
drives of their own in the third
quarter, and picked up some spec-
tacular scores to narrow the gap
on the scoreboard.

The game certainly produced its
share of individual stars:

Noel George, who picked jip 120

‘yards in 26 carries for the winners

kept shooting his stocky 175 pounds

at the husky West Springfield line,

and after the game remarked that
the Terriers were the biggest and

‘hardest hitting team he’d faced all

year,
Sammy Hardin, who really
showed the home folks some

and stole the show from West
Side’s heralded Porky Plumb as a
field general.

Al Klein, the 205-pound Terrier
halfback-linebacker who held the
defense together and carried a
hankerchief in his belt because of
a terrible sinus condition that
would have kept any other man off

‘the field. He took repeated trips
to the sidelines to breathe from
the oxygen tank. They carried him
off the field after he scored the
losers’ last extra point through the
line, but he turned down a stretch-
er.

Porky Plumb, although he could
‘be accused of making some errors
in the huddle, passed successfully
10 times in 17 tries for 197 yards
and bossed the great comeback the
Terriers made in the third quar-
ter. They took him out in favor of
Ken Mattoon to score the first
W. S. touchdown with only two

only after Plumb had intercepted
a pass and ran 'it back to the Val-
dosta 28, and passed and bulled
his way down to the three. He had
not been out of the game, and was
a pretty tired boy then.

Art Pernice,
Massachusetts guard and Terrier
co-captain whc} blocked and tac-
kled in a waysthateshowed why he

was an alk ‘ ction, even aft-|

seconds left in the half. That was/|

the all - Western |

By PAUL HOGAN
Seven may be just a lucky number, but the seventh

battle yesterday afternoon at
to be the thriller of the series

and sent some 9,000 fans home happy after Valdosta brought
/the title back to Georgia, whipping West Springfield, Mass.,

er going through deep pain when
he suffered a slight dis-location of
the knee. He didn't even leave
the game after it was returned to
its rightful spot.

Jimmy Walker, the little 155-
pound Valdosta end who was right
on top of every play all the way
through and recovered at least one
vital fumble in the uncertain first
period,

And there were many more,(Her-
.rjn Parramore,yValdosta center;

ames Warren, 200-pound Wﬂdcat
tackle; Ken Mattoon and Newt
Blanchard a pair of great Mas-
sachusetts ends, and Ray Moore,
the small Valdosta guard.

It was a big day for the Hardin
clan. Sammy, who is bound for
Auburn, and his two brothers, line-

sleight-of-hand tricks with the ball|™an Fomby and Billy, were all in

i

the starting lineup. The younger
boys are on the Valdosta kickoff
team.

It was Sammy’s first game in

his home town, as well as for
the other boys. They are original-
ly from Phenix City, and their
grandparents still reside in the
Alabama city. |

Auburn line coach Gene Loren-|
do, a former Georgia great, was
well pleased with Sammy’s exhibi-
tion, and said that the force at the
Plains had high hopes for him. .

Two West Springfield fans who|
made a profitable trip to Georgial
will be right back when the win-
ter semister opens ‘at the Universi-
ty in Athens. Al Bishop, 1951 grid|
captain at West Springfield, and |
tackle Joe Salanio both signed|
scholarships with the Bulldogs’ as-
sistant coach Quinton Lumpkin, |
who also scouted the current West
Springfield team.

Bishop is a 190-pound halfback.
Salanio weighs 232. Both are now
enrolled at Cheshire Academy_in|
Cheshire, Mass. Salanio attended|
Meriden High in Mass. |

—— —
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SMILES OF VICTORY—Valdosta ‘halfback Noel George, left, and
Wildcat quarterback Sammy Hardin grin in the dressing room at

West Springfield in the seventh annual
bound for Alabama, kicked all four PAT’

Peanut Bowl. George,|

s for the winner for the

decision, and Hardin generaled the attack like a master. He will
attend - Aupurn on a grantinsaidi—Enquirer photo by Spencer

Awbrey,




yar—

VALDOSTA NlPS WEST SPRINGFIELD IN PE. UT BCIWL~In the ond Jimmy Walker while an unidentified West Springfield man comes | field's Joe Harrington and P]umb after the Wildeat star D]L‘Kl‘d
picture at left, Noel George, Valdn:\a star, plo: Ilon rmv up fast. The interception set up the first score for the visitors as|first down to set up a Valdosta touchdown. The Crnrvm Cl.
For the first scors. in the amugl Peanut Bowl otball clas inst| Plumb ran it back from the 40 fo the 28 in the second quarter. The|champions eased past the Massachusetts squad, in a hnlg

Weﬁt Springfield, Mass,. Hu::h Cenlu Hm m'm Parramore ‘31' \A'\\(‘ -| third pict shows Ron Wetherington crossing into the endzone after |fought contest before an estimated 9,000 fan: hnquuel SPUNS Pho
next shot shows Le: orky) Plumb, Terrier quarterback, |taking a scoring pass from Haxdu\ in the second period as a Terrier |by Spencer Awbrey and M. H. McCrutchen.
(1 ) coming in fast to Jnterlcpt .1 Sammy Hardin pass intended f player gives chase. At 'ht, George is tackled by West Spring- 3 . &
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MOST POPULAR WILDCAT—Left halfback Noel George receives the Martin Theatres trophy &s
most popular player on the Valdosta High School football team from C. L. Patrick, Martin Theatres
general manager. George was elected by popular yote. Left to right: Sammy Hardin and Herman

Wildcat tains, George, Patrick, Coach Wright Bazemore, and VHS principal Howell

'MOST POPULAR PLAYER'
TROPHY TO NOEL GEORGE

Noel George, the flashiest football player to perform entertained  with two popular
for Valdosta High school in half a decade, last night added sosi:gg‘;an& o e il
the Martin Theatres trophy as the most popular Wildcat % o G
player to his long list of gridiron honors. m::,' m;a lk;',;f M::gin.n;,
The Valdosta left halfback had, ceremonies, spoke briefly on the| Clarke and Hamill, for their
previously been named back-0f- | purpose of the trophy and intro-| job with the team this year.
the-week by the Atlanta Touch-|duced Coaches Wright Bazemore,| “It's every coaches dream,”
down club and later back-of-the- | gershell Hamill and Al Clarke 10| Bazemore said, “to have an unde-
by the Atlanta J 1 4
year by the a Journal- | the capacity Ritz Theatre crowd. | feated and untied team. I céer=
Constitution. George also Was|Langdale also introduced VHS | tainly couldn’t have had one with-
selected to the all-region, all- | principal Howell Martin and team
South Georgia, all-state and all- | co-captains Sammy Hardin and
Southern teams. Herman Parramore. Mayor pro-
Awarded annually by the Mar- Minchew represented
tin Theatres, Inc, the tropht elty at the ceremony.
A portion of the VHS glee club

credit. But most of the praise
should go to the boys, Who worked
|eith greater spirib than I have
even seen before.”

to wha
has most ‘nearly captured the
hearts of the fans.

As was pointed out by Harold
Gulliver, VHS student who an-
nounced George as the winner,
all great performers do not have
the intangible quality called “col=
or” which snares the fancy of
sports fans.

Aften the announcement, the
beautiful trophy was presented
to George by C. L. Patrick,
general manager of the Martin
Theatres.

Noah Langdale Jr, master of



Valdosfa High Receives Impressive

~ Individual Awards Presented
To Grid, Cage Team Members

The Peanut Bowl trophy, emblem of victory in Geor-
gia’s top high school football game, will rest in the Valdosta
High showcase for one year. Principal Howell Martin ac-
cepted the trophy on behalf of the school in a ceremony

‘his morning,

At the same exercises, Martin|in history and urged students to
lalso accepted a trophy for the|give the cagers the same support
lnate class A grid championship, |they gave the football team.
and one for victory in the Hahira| The coach referred only briefly
/Invitation basketball tournament|to the Peanut Bowl game which
%eld during the holidays. Valdosta won 28-26. His chief ob-
( Head basketball coach Herschell | servations were on the size of the
;Hamill presented gold basketballs | West Springfield team and the

< 0 each cager who participated in | Way in which his smaller boys
| the tournament. Receiving awards | dealt with them so erﬁciently
Boro Wil yehn sl Tanhe oS S

obert Hughes, Earl Gober, Sam~ AAAR OrOiies S 4

my Hardin, Maxwell Taylor, Ron 3" . o)

Wetherington, Noel George, Leo

Hellims. Ray Moore, Larry Massey i :
and David Webb. 0}

Continuing individual awards, | THE PEANUT BOWL TROPHY
football coach Wright anemore‘ R — e ——— e ETEr
presented medals for selection to
the all-region team to Jimmy
Walker, James Warren, Paul Mc-
Neil, Sammy Hardin, Noel George,
Bobby Renfroe, Ray Moore and
Herman Parramore. ‘
| Each member of the football
squad received a gold football for
their state championship, and an |
{Elgin wristwatch for their victory

in the Peanut Bowl. Those who |

received the awards were: Red|

Fleming, Hardin, George, Ren-|

froe, Warren, McNeil, Moore, Go-

ber, Walker, Parramore, Lee

Greer, Larry Massey, Billy and

Fomby Hardin, Jimmy Dowling,

Wayne Hardy, Robert Hughes, |

Walton Lineberger, John Robert

O'Neal, Larry Tatum, Maxwell

Taylor, Willie Webb, Bobby War-

lick, Jimmy Walker, Ron Weth- |

erington, Don Puckett, David
f Webb, Robert Taylor, Marcus
| Smith, P, H. Partin, Herbert Har- |
| dy. !

Sammy Boone, John Harris, Ed-
die Laws, Sonny Shroyer, J. H.
Sterling, Jacob Malham, Billy
Warlick, Norman Bennett, O’Neal
Grant, Gene Guess and Harry
Lindstrom.

Bazemore, who was reluctant to
deal layish praise to his squad
during the season, finally turned
to back-slapping.

“I've necver said it before,”
Bazemore stated, “but I'll say now
that we had a greal team this
year, and also that I've never
coached a team with greater spirit
‘or greater determination.”
| In referring to the Hahira Bas-
getball trophy, Bazemore said he
believes VHS has the material for
one of its finest basketball teams




Valdosta Saddled
With Favorite Role

z Bazemore Eleven Is Labeled
; Superior to’50,’51 Champs
= n,-nm:. MeGROTHA

lts last two champions,

Except anemere*s way.
“Listen, man,” mwhemu:tm
“what the;v £ to do to us?
Everyhody on t schedule is lay-
ing for us. This kind of talk eould
wreck us.'"

He turned to the seri ge
that was going on: “Look at that
Mﬁﬁklng We'll be lucky to score

i
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BROTHER ACT PLANS ROUGH CURTAINS FOR
The Hnrdm Boys: Quarterback Semmy, Twin Guards Billy fLFW

ﬂwmw dy-tosses monsmr.ﬁmn (L), LARRY MASSEY TAKE (
el : Over Line Standouts (L ta R) Floyd an(w Pan)

' as all-state tar:klal_" | A SReker o s
Wm-en (205) md running.| _ R

‘men he has had lately,|
nll-ituta-q did iaeu:nur lgﬂ-h

g A % |
o R wﬁ%

ny Harris :sm.
'rﬁ&'ﬂ“ﬂa‘”—“ el
} arry Lingtrom (180), Oene CGuess 51




TeII Exchange
Club of Game

Members of the Exchange Club
in their meeting this week heard
two leaders of the Valdosta High
'School football team discuss the
| coming game with Adel Friday
\mght and gave attention to other
matters.

The hlgh school athletes ap-
pearing" on the program Were
Sammy Hardin and Herman Par-
ramore, co-captains of the local
team. They ﬁere ir.troduced by
‘Connie Ferrell, program chair-
man.

Frank Bird Jr. ,discussed the
coming campaign to collect blood
to be used in Korea from Lowndes
 county donors and urged the Ex-
changites to cooperate In the
movement.
|  Among the guests 'at the meet-
ing were Eiichi Komari, Japanese
Red Cross worker who 18 m this
country studying American Red
~Cross prozedure; renry Kenning,

tield safety worker for the Red
‘Cross; Jack Dawson, safety man
for the_*_Georgla. Pewer smd Light




: Special Constitu;h‘,w.n ﬁh’é
TERMINAL DYNAMOS IN VALDOSTA HIGH'S POWE HOUSE

g B Romnie Wetherington (L) and Jimmy Walker Top Fla.nk:men




Special Constitution Phot

HERE'S A PORTION OF WHAT VALDOSTA PEOPLE CONSIDER THE FINEST FOOTBALL TEAM IN STATE PREPS THIS YEAR
(L to R) Linemen—Sonny Sehioyen, Billy Warlick, Floyd Rogers(Herman Parramore) Ray Moore, Johnny Harris, Backs—Lee Graemgarl Gobert, John Robert O'Neal,

Larry Massey ]




THE COLUMBUS LEDGER,

Valdosta’s Class A prep football
champions are due here today for
the Peanut Bowl and what they
hope will be their 18th consecutive
victory. -

The Wildcats also hold four
straight regional championships,

three straight South Georgia cham-

pionships and two consecutive
Class A titles. Still they are rank-
ed underdogs to West Springfield,
Mass., High, believed to be the
strongest Yankee outfit to appear
in the Jan. 1 game.

Coach Wright Bazemore is moan-
ing the loss of end Jimmy Walker
who is out with a bad ankle. But
he is happy over the fact that the
ten wvarsity gridiron players who
are also on the Wildcat basketball
squad suffered no injuries.

The football-basketball athletes
include all-Southern halfback Noel
George, quarterback Sammy Hard-
in, guard Ray Moore, end Roland
Wetherington, safetyman Earl Go-
ber and lineback Larry Massey--
all first stringers. Reserves Willie
Webb, Robert Hughes, Maxwell
Taylor and DaDa Webb round out
the group playing double roles.

The Peanut Bowl game will be
the 15th engagement this year fo
Bazemore's Wildcats and said he:
“That’s too many for anybody fto

play in one season--high school or
college.”’

The Wildcats were slated to ar-
rive around 4 o’clock,

West Springfield will also enter
the engagement with a perfect rec-
ord. The Terriers ran through an

eight-game schedule unscathed, the
final and Peanut Bowl bid-clinch-

BOWL BROADCASTS

WGBA (1460 K.C.)
1:30 p.m.—Bobby Dodd Reports
(AM and FM).

1:45 p.m.—Sugar Bowl, New
Orleans (Georgia Tech vs. Mis-
sissippi) on AM only.

1:45 p.m.—Gator Bowl, Jack-
sonville (Florida vs. Tulsa) on
FM only.

WDAK (1340 K.C.)
1:45 p.m.—Cotton Bowl, Dallas
(Tennessee vs. Texas) on AM

only. :
4:45 p.m.—Rose Bowl, Pasa-
dena, Calif. (Wisconsin vs.

Southern California) on AM only.

WRBL (1420 K.C.)
1:45 p.m.—Orange Bowl, Miami

(Alabama vs. Syracuse) on AM

and FM. *
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Valdosta Due Here
Today for Bowl Date

ing triumph coming over Agawam,
last year's winner here, 13-7.

Valdosta will be carrying the
hopes of home state enthusiasts of
Improving the record of Georgia
teams against the outsiders. Only
in 1947 and 1951 have host teams
managed to win. They were Tech
high in the first Peanut Bow]l
game Jan. 1, 1947, over Benton
high of St. Joseph, Mo., 34-0, and
Rockmart over Holyoke, Mass., 19-
14, New Year's Day, 1951.

Kickoff time for tomorrow’s
seventh annual affair is 2:30 p.m.

Special entertainment has been
arranged for halftime. Three bands
—Jordan’s National Championship
outfit, Columbus high and Valdosta
—will perform and the Robert E,
Lee Institute drill team from
Thomaston will stage a special
exhibition.

The Massachusetts school, mean-
while, was forced inside by rain
throughout the day. West Spring-
field took over the floor at Fort
Benning’s Briant Wells Field
House yesterday afternoon after
Mentor Eddie Mason cancelled
morning drills entirely.

Both teams appear at near top
physical condition for the game
as both Massachusetts players in-
Jured in early drills are back in

uniform. Tackle Harry Schweizer
and back Ronnie Malley took part
in the session yesterday, but the
starting lineman is still limping
badly and may not be able to
play.

Coach Mason said the day of
rain would hurt the team, and
that he may run the squad through
a long drill today. He had original-
ly scheduled a long scrimmage
vesterday afternoon before show=-
ers ran the squad inside.

West Springfield, without ath-
letic equipment to work in the
post gym, had to run at half speed
yesterday. Ceach Mason drilled
the team on defense most of the
time during the short practice.
Members of the press and ra-
dio were feted at a banquet last

night at the 8:30 Supper Club. The

dinner was sponsored by the Pea-

nut Bowl Association. -
Sports writers of the Enquirer,

and the two Springfield, (Mass.)

newspapers, radiocasters from

WGBA, WRBL, and WDAK in Co-
umbus and WPNX of Phenix City
long with PIO members of Fort
enning and Peanut Bowl officials
wre present,



anut Bowl Looks

For Largest Crowd

Valdosta Meets West Springfield |

Today in Ouistanding Contest

By DUDLEY MARTIN
Journal-Constitution Staff Writer

COLUMBUS, Dec. 31—One of the largest crowds in |
the history of the affair is expected to be on hand in

Memorial Stadium Thursday when Valdosta High, Georgia's

Class A grid champions, plays host to West Springfield

(Mass.) High in the annual Peanut Bowl game.
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Pic. 31

Peanut Bowl committeemen re- _
!pm't a large advance ticket sale :
and one optimistically predicted
that a gathering of 20,000 would be
on hand when the kickoff whistle |

sounds at 2:30 p. m.

Matching two prep teams with |

standout records, the Columbus &

bowl promises to be as exciting as |

any of the college bowls.

Valdosta goes into the contest
with a record of having scored
508 points in 13 games, with a
stout defense which has limited
the same number of foes to a
measly 31 points. Of those 31
points, only six were scored
against the Wildeats' first-string
defense, Jimmy Usry of Ameri-
cus fturned the trick with a
sparkling long run even though
his squad was beaten 59-6 in the
regional championship game.
The remainder of the points was
tallied against reserves.

The Valdosta offense features
Noel George, Alabama-bound all-
state and all-Southern choice, who
personally accounted fer more
than 150 points to lead the state in
that department. Quarterback Sam-
my Hardin, and backs Bobhy Ren-
froe and Red Flemming comprise
the starting Wildeat backfield
which has found easy pickings
among the state’s Class A de-
fenses. The Valdostans run from
the straight T-formation.

West Springfield, employing the

| gplit-T, tallied 204 points in eight

| chusetts championship.

games while limiting opponents 1o
94 and won the Western Massa-

The Northerners’ starting back- |
field will consist of standout Les |
(Porky) Plumb at quarterback, i
Ernie LaBranche and Al Klein
at halfbacks and George (Chub- |
by) Relanding at fullback. '

With the accent on wversatility,

‘West Springfield employs a first-

siring end, Ken Mattoon, as see-|
ond-string quarterback to relieve|
Plumb, - E

Valdosta’'s line features tackles
James Warren and Paul McNeil,
end Jimmy Walker and{center
Herman Parramore,Y who has

A E A —il]
| scored often this year on the cen-

ter. keep play. Walker, who
sprained an ankle in drills, is a
doubtful starter,

Proceeds from the game will he
used to create a fund to build a
recreational center for the handi-
capped children of Columbus and
Museogee County. Because of this, |
no free passes have been issued.

WEST SPRINGFIELD'S DOUBLE-DUTY MAN
Ken Mattoon P!ays First-String End, Second-String Fullback
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THREE OF STARTERS F OR WEST SPRINGFIELD AGAINST VALDOSTA
End Ken Mattoon, Back"Joe«H arrington, Guzrd Art Pernice |



