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*Neal And erson Scott

President of hb 1936
V,lldosla High School
graduating class. Ensign
Scott was aboard the llSS
Smith during the B,lUI(' of

the Santa Cruz lslands. The ship W ,l S

severelydamaged when ,1 japanese
plane crashed onto the deck. fatally
wounding him. He died October26,
19-t2. For his outstanding acts of
herois m ,'g"insl an armed enemv, he
was pos thumously awarded the'
NIIl'Y CrllS5.

I '

Adest royer-escort \' l'S~1. the USS Nt'a! A. Scott
DE-I69, was named for him. It was launched

at a Tampa. Florida. shipyard June -l, 19-t-t.

Myrl/,' lIiII.
RllIilt" Gl'vrsia

* Joseph Malachi Davis

Corporal Davis. Co. ~t 3fti
Hilttilliell/, 2J Marint' Rt'Silllt'JIt,
3 Madllt' Division, lost his life
November 17, 1943, when his
ship, the USS AfcKel1n, was
torpedoed . The ship was in
the area of the Solomon
Islands, South Pacific. There
were only three survivorsof
rhls ...inkm g.
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S IIIISt'i Hill.
Valdosta

e Colln Purdie Kelly,[r,

Graduate of UnitedStat~

Military Acadt'my, West Point
(I,lS:-- of 1937; a B-17Pilot,
1.f111 SqllaJrtlll. J9th Rt,mbt'r
GrollJl, Far Eastml Air Force,
ArmyAirForces, Captain Kelly

was stationed at Clark Field, Manila. Philippines.On
Dec ember 9, 1941,attackingthe laJ'lHlt'f.{' Third Fled, his
plane wasseverelycrippled and he ordered the crew
to bailout. Attempling to land the plane, he crashed
and died. He was 26.

He was awarded the DiMi"S"isJu'd Sernce C1V55 for his
outstanding acts of heroismagainst an armed enemy.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt des ignated him as the
first American heroof World War II. Depicted here is
the Four Freed oms Monument,commissioned by
President Roosevelt and erected in Madison, Florida,
whichhonors Captain Kelly. The monument i,s
inscribed, HGm/ter lop!.' Hlltll N,' M"nTIl"" tu« TlUlt A
Mm LJy [)(JWII His LiftF(Jr HisFriends. ~



SIfW~.'t Hill,
Valdos /a

*Jerry Thomas Williams

Naval Aviation Radio
Operator, Ttlrl'cdtlSqllltdrtll/
Tt'/1 oj the US!' Ellta l' rist',
was killed when his
Grumman An'ngt'r \',<15

shot down at 5.1ip.1I1 in the
Marianas, [uno 13, IlJ-l-l.

e Roger Fur man Holcombe

Paratrooper, Parae/wit' 1J ~ftl/l t ry

RQ:illlt'lll , 82/1/1Airlltlfl lt' Dii 'isiml,
he W,lS .1 mong till' first troops
deployedon D-Day, JUl1l' 6, 19-1-L
He W .1S killed in action July 5,
1Y-l-l, in tlll l'np,agl'mcnt .11St. Lo.
France.

He was buried .1tSt. 1..J1 //rmt
AII/I'riC/1II Cell/day, France.

*William Vivian Prewitte

An outstanding Air Cadet- Ill' was assigned .1Saide to Brigadier GeneralA. l lomsby of the
3211d FIi~ht Trlti l/illg Willg, Army Air fora's, after completionof training. Laterhe completed
Bomber Pilot Trainingand was posted to the 492/1d Bomb Grtlllp, 859t11BomberSqllfljlrtl/l, in
England. He completed 21combat missions in the Eun'pl'iln Theater flying B·2-l Aircraft.
His plane W.1S disabled during an operational training tlight over the North Sea. He
ordered his crew to bailout. Sewn escaped before the explosion which look his lift', August
16, 19-1-1 . He is buried at Clllll flfl'dgt' All/aim " Military Ct'IIIt'tCry, England.

SlIlIscl Hill, Valdosta

e Horner M, Passmore, Jr.

"Butch" Passmore was flying with the 457'11
BOlllb Group. 751 BOII/ber Squadroll, Army Air
Forces. Ill' was killed September 10, 19+1, when
his plane crashed in Bl'lgium. cftc .1 raid III

Cormany

~
IiGMER M PASSMORE JR

, GEORGIA,..
2D IT 457 BOMB ·GP · AF '\

WORLD W. 1
RIL· 2'1 1920 • to 1944

Sl/I/st'f Hill, VaMos/II
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SIIII."t't Hill , VaMos/II
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*J. Frank Jarrell, Jr.

Afliri,,( Cory'S A.'int;"'l \\Iillg. Hl' went
down with his plant' and was I~t ~fay

3.194;. in action near lwo Jima.

'':11 r InH " r:I!ii. rl.AIU.

MIN 'l 1:1 •

'h.A' 'WG .IUU

*Richard A. Harris, Jr.

Air Tratl~l'(lrt Cl!trlmJ1lfJ. ArmyAir [t1m's. Captain
Harris' flights took him to Egypt and other African
destinations. Palestine. Jndia and China. Flying from
Calcutta, India. over Iht.· hump to Cbirc . bedied in a
crash in China. ~1arch 17. 19-1 i

o

51111"(" Hill, ValJ~ta

eCeorge Hollis Olive r, Jr.

An ArmyAirForces bomber pilot flying
with the -/92 &mp Grol/P from En~fand. he
was killed in action duri ng a raid over
Hamburg,Cermany,December 28, tw .
HI.' is buried at the St. A~ld America"
Mililary Cfllll'tfry. France.



William Riley Howard

Captain Howard was
assigned 10 the -lOt1l Bom"
Groll/', XX Air Foret"
Karachi, India, flying B
29's. lie was later
transferred to China and
from there new missions to

Manchuria, Formosa and Japan. Ill' flew 31Combat Missions.

After the war he was posted to Germany and during the 19-1S
BerlinCrisis was assigned to the GOll, TnxJ1' Currier GrollI', Air
Force, flying the Berlin Airlift.On August 24, 1948, he died in a
crash while flying supplies to the beleaguered city.

A monument was erected at Ti.' /I//'!dwjCt'II lrnl Airy,ort,Berlin,
honoring those who died in this operation. His name is the
third listed on this monument.

Tt'lI/ple/wj FirM,
Bnlil', Gm1ll11ly

Footnotes to History...

Both Geor?i.l and Floridamay claim asa son the first Medal of Honor recipient of World War II, eScc ond LieutenantAlexander Ramsey
"Sandv" Nininger, [r.,UnitedStatesAnI/if. BornOctober30, 1918, in Atlanta, Georgia. he lived in Gainesville,Georgia and moved with his
famil): to Florida at age three . Agraduate of Fort Lauderdale High School,he gradua ted from the UllitcdSlalt's Mililary AmdclIl.l/, West
Point, Class of 19-1 1.
Posted to the Philippines, he was assigned to the 57t1' I/ljall trlfRt'simt'lIt, Pili/il'l/illt'Scouts. He was posthumously awarded the Mt'lillloj
Honor for "conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 0 duty" in action with the enl'my near Abucay, Bataan,
Philippine Islands, January 12, 19-12. He was 23yl'ars of age when he was killed in this action.

• Cccrgta and Plorlda made notable contributions in World War II through personnel, agriculture, industry,and training installations.
* Captain Colin P. Kelly, Jr. of Madison, Florida was designated as the first hero uf World WarII. l ie was awarded the Distil/guisht'11 St'nlict'

Cross. The bodv of Captain Kelly arrived in Valdosta October 12, 19-18, being transferred froma Southern Railway pasSt..'nger train to the
Georgia and F(orida Railroad, enroute to his hometown, Madison, Florida, for final burial,

MOl/tin,l/o,
Florida

*Emest l. Thomas
Sergeant Ernest I. "Boots" Thomas, Mariti£' Corp:>, Compa/lY L,2/ld Battalitl1l, 2St},
Marilli' Rt'gi/1/mf , 5thMarillt' Dii.'i~ i(ll1 , of Monticello, Florida. It'1.1 his platoon to the
top of Mount Suribachi. Jwo [ima, February 23, 1'145, the first planting of the
American nag on japanese territory in World War II.This event was a classic
battle picture, and was used

as the basis of the Mll rillt' MmlOritll in
Washington. D.C.
Only seven days before his 21stbirthday,
March 3, 1945, he was killed while leading
his men in combat. Posthumously, he was
awarded the NallY Crass for exceptional
heroism in combat, for an event which had
occurred ten days before his death..
5hO\';'O above is the' original photograph of
the event. It was later reinacted for a
widely-distributed news picture, the view
more generally seen.
Sergeant Thomas was a grandson of
Valdostans and had other relatives living
here.
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Chand ler Harri s Blanton
Army

William C. " Red" Bullock
Army

/

william Putnam Battell
A1f1ri/lt' ( M!'S

Si;':l1al Supply,5a r';cl' ((l1II1/1Il11l1

F1t'l'l Nfllrilll' Fotrr, Pacific
J Ii~ first .1:;.~i~l1mt'nt wa!'> Peking(Ikijing),
China. and be concluded his careera
~l,lior-Gt.'m'ral,Mllr;"t Corps Q/lI"tamlJstt'r
G:/lanl.

A..:;.ignt-d toMI"i/l(' Glr,'~ f-ltadqlllirtt'rs,
Wa...hington, when the United States
entered the war, he was transferred to F/t'/'t
Mllril/t' Force. PIICijiC, in early 19+1, a!'>
Signal Supply Officer, St'n'ict'C01P111lillli/.ln
this capacity he W,lS responsible for
support of the Marianas, Palau and Two
lima operations.

Bcysle Byrd
Army

1311 Engillt'{'rs
Embarked from5.10 l'edro.
California . June 2.19·"',
abo..ard ship on a three
week sail to theSouth
Pacific, M't.'ingnothing but
water cvcrvwhcre until
roaching hi~ destinat ion.
As a combat support
engineer, be served in
campaigns in j lew Guinea
and the Philippines.

Rob ert Moses Blanton
Art"" / 10MOlmtlli" DHlisiv lI

As....igncd 10 the F~ft1' Army, he fought in Italy.

Au gust Wright Bazemore
Nat'V

H ..' attended Naval Officers
Trainingat Harvard
Umvcrsttv Cambridge.
~la~"ilch~:'oCtts, thus becoming
a " Harvard Man ."

Sam H. Allen
Army

Served in the Pacific
Theater,

Charles w eslev Barnes
N/wl,/ Sulmlllri;Jt'SI'n,jCt'

TrOll t -55202/ RasJl/liI' 55241
f ll t /,tIIl'l/", 55340

(Swl'agc31)

Charles Brook er Blanton
NaP1l

USS 'llaimll1



"
e Gunnar AbiJdgarrd

Nal'lf
USS Bllllkl'rHill

A native of Denmark, helived in
valdosta.Seaman Abildgaard W,'5

killed in action in the Pacific while
S('n'ing on an aircraftcarrier.

,

Bill H. Allison
AnI/II AirFllm"5

55080mb SqllaaroJl / 3SS811mbGroll!'

Bill's B-17was hit bv ack-ackon his fifth mission 0\'('( Cermanv
August9, 19+1, J.nd·bu~t into flames , Of the nine-mancrew, .
fin:' bailedout beforethe bomberexploded. The planewas
flying .1121.000 feet near thesm..all Germantown of Kusel. near
the Belgian border. Theexplosion blew him free; he fell with the
debris, Hemanaged to Opt-'ll hisparachute. On theground,
although injured, he evaded capture for six hours. Whencaught,
he was interrogatedand subsequently imprisoned with other
Alliedfliers at SIllfllg Lllft 111.The prisonerswere moveda
number of times as the RussianArmy advanced, endingup ina
prison campnear Munich- where they wereliberatedby
American TlJird Army troops of thl.-'14Armoml Dii.li~itlll and
99/IlfillltryDil'i~ ioll . He arrived backin the United States
[une 16, 19-15,.1year anda d.l)'afterhe departedfor Europe.

Charles Adams
Arlllll

Illfalliry Rt'pltlCt'/IIt'lIl Trai//illgCt'tlfa
Ftlrt Gordoll, Ga.

6

NathanJ.Adams
Ar/1Il1Air Ftlrcrs

~3 Figl/ft'T Sqllallnlll
36FighterGnlllJ'

JXAir Fora
AMev, 1 9~1 , Auburn ROTC
graduate, hewascommissioned in
theFidd Artil1<ryand in)uly, 1 9~1 ,

wenton active duty. Acceptedfor
pilot training, he received hisAAF
Silver Wings at SPi'llCf Fidd,Ca.,
December, 19~2.

Fi rst assigned to the 36Fig/lfi'r
GrollI' in Puerto Rico, he 11('\.... Curtis
P--IOfighter aircraft. Asa member
of the23 fig /lft'rSquodron of this
group, he was transferred to
England in 1943, flying I'-ITs.
TIle unit flew support missions
from England, includingover
Normandyen D'Day. June6, 19+t.
About twoweeksafterthe invasion, they were moved to a temporary field in France I lying
combat ground supportwith TIlirliAnl/Y. Operations were moved forward as they fought
across Europe, giving air COYl'f and support 10 the infantry and armored units.
He retired at M(J(ltIy AFB, March1%8, where he served as Wing Commanderof3580 Flying
Trai1ling WitIX.
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Below: L/R , Front,
Eugene E. Slocumb,
l eon Duval Latus,
Stephenson W, Baker;
top,J.e.Coody and
Oliver R. McDonald, all
ofCOllll ~lIIY C, 121
tll/an/ry R~illlt" lt , 30
l/!falilryDil,is;vll.al Fort
IlllkStl1l ,sc, \':141 ,

eStephenson W, Baker (far rightl
Am'lI

1211,,/alltry'Regilfll'llt
30InfillltryDipisioll

Mdrillt'Corps
4MarinI' Dii.'isioll

joined the Cor1'sduring the fall of 1942 ",11('n
a "South Georgia Platoon" was formed . He
sawcombat service in the Marshall Islands
and was killed inaction onSaipan, August,
19H .

In the lowerphoto, Stl'Wis in Army uniform,
with friends. Earlier, he had enlisted for one
year in CompanyG, l2J rllfimtryR£'Xilllt·"t,
C>twgillMlthmal Gillmt. Thcv\WfC called inti)
Federal ServiceSeptember ib,1940. He was
dischargedfrom theAnI/II at the end ()fhi,
term of service. as werea'lI WhOSl' enlistments
expired. Then Ill' joined thl'M l1r;llt'S,

(L·R) Marines-
e Stephenson \V. Baker,
Julian Futch and
__ Witherington at
Camp Pendleton, Calif.,
1913

Heward F. "Billy" Baker
Army Air Force
~ 90 Bomb Group

Gunner on B-17and 8024 Bombers.

James McEntire Beck
Arml/

362 /nfillllry'Rt'gilllt'/I t
91llljlJlltry Divi:.-io"

Was awarded theSillW
Star for~allantry in action
against theenem)' near
Palisina. Italy Arril23.
1945. At that time he was
serving asOperations
Officer of the b ill
Blltt~fio" , 36211,1 Illfalltry
RI'gml t'III ,

He wasengaged in
combat operationsin
North Africa before the
ltalian Campaign.

RJyford Virdo Bagley
Arllllj AirForct'S
6BOI;lb Sqlllldrtl1l
29 Bomb Grill/II
XXAirFora

111..' complete....i 25missions over
Japan a~ a 829 Bomber Radio
Opcran"- Th~' plil~l> W.h named
"NipI'O/jI.'Se' NII'fIt'T .

e Sidney Stuart Beck
Pllllf

39 11lfillliry Rl:g!tI,/('//f
9/1~fa,,'ry D/lll~1011

Assigned10ComptJ'ly . '~~. ~J9t11 1Ilfi llll ry
Rl'gilllt'lll, 9i/l hlfal/try Dn'l~/{/" , he
participated in thl,June6, 19.U, .
Normandv in\'Jsi{·n. wounded m
France, August5, 19.f.l, he ~('('ei~'':i the
PII'1,lrHeart. Rt'tu rnl>d to his urut I~
Belgium inOctobc-r. 19+1. h~ waskilled
in action,1 1the Rcinagcnbridgehead.
Cormany, AprilS, 1945.

His brother is JJm~'S M. l3l'ck.

StaffSergeant Bee} is~~rird in the
Mllr~mlt'lI Alll t'r;Cll:J MIlitary (tille/fry ,

Holland.



Newton L "Buster" Bassford
Nat1/

Nm.IIl! AirTransport Scnice
NAS Pt'Il~co!a . Fill,

william Wylie Bird II
ArmyAirForces

Far £lliott'", AirForet
Wasposted to Clark Fit'M, Manila. Philippines
whenhostilitieswithJapan beganin 19-11.
"Billy" foughtasan InfantryOfficer. He was
taken prisoner April9, 19..12 and survived the
infamous Bataan Death March. As a prisoner
of WM, he wastakentoJapan and heldat
Zt'lItsllji Prisoll Cam}" He was freedSeptember
8, 19-15, after hostilities had ended.

Returning to activeduty, he continued his
flyingcareer and losthis life inan airplane
crashin Mississippi, July 29,19-16,

Frank Bird, Jr.
Arm"

19/1lfimtry Rrgimmt
2-llllfarztry DiMs;o"

Entered service with the Valdosta
Natio,1Il1 Gilard. He fought in the
SouthPacific, including NewGuinea
and the Philippines.October 20, 1944,
during a landingon Leete.
Philippines. hl' waswounded during
a heavy engagement withthe
[apanesc enemy.

(L- R) - Edward D. Puckett, jr., AAF,
William M. "Kn uck" McCrary, Army,
Louie Sloan Blanton , AAF.

8

Louie Sloan Blanton
ArmyAir forct's

Armll Ainmy:; Gmtro/Sm,icts
AirTrlll/s}'/f)rt COlllll1allll. AlI1ara, Bra:il

Trained as an AirTraffic Controller at Moody Fit'ld, He
served in Brazil asan ATC on the Miami. Florida .
Natal. Br.17.i1 routeat BJIt'm, Fortalaza, and in the
Amazon riverjungleofAmara, checkpoints, From
Natal, the routecontinuedeastwardviaAscension
Island to North Africa,

Edward D. Puckett, Jr.
Edward D, Puckett. Jr. served in theArmyAir foret'S
from 19-12 to 19..16 at variousbases in the UnitedStates.

WiII i.m ~1. "Knock" McCrary
\\ 'iIIiam ~L "Knuck" l\.lcCrarv transferred from theArmy
AirCO"'1S to the '''Ill/dry andsaw combat inGermany,
He was an outstanding athleteand tolda hair-raising
story about an occasionwhen a grenadelandedin the
middle ofhissquad. Realizinghe had about three
seconds before explosion. he madea lightning dash and
"hit thedirt", Thusht.' avoidedbeinginjured, while some
of hisgrour werenotso fortunate,

Louie 5, Blanton
in Control
TOWN , in Brazil.

Edward Blaum lfront rowright)
Am,"

-l ArmoredOii,Jishll1

Served in the .flitArmon'll
Dii.'ision in Europe from
Normand... to Czechoslovakia.
Hiscombat included battles in
France, Luxembourg, Belgium
and Cermanv. OnMav 10, 19~5
he joined with RlL'isian soldiers,
shownin thispicture, at
Strakonice, Czechoslovakia,
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Edward L Boykin
A rmll

Jj5.l£":'<;11« ; BdtMlilm
He was J D-D'l)'
participant in
Normandv sen-jog in
France untilhe returned
to the U.S.

He is pictured with his
wife, Rubv,and
daoghtcr.Vivian .

Earl Blocker
, avy / LST522 / LST 073

A D·Day veteran, he participated in the invasion of
Normandy,June6, 19-1-t. Transferred to the Pacific, he
tookpart in the 19-15 invasion ofOkinawa,

Roland Burton
ROllal AirrOTer

RAT Cadet Burton tookhis flight
training at MOf.'ldy fidd . Valdosta.
graduatingDecember 13. 19H.
Returning toEngland. he$t.'ITN as
a Pilot instructoruntil theend of
hostilities .

After the war, he continued his
militaryservice into the jetage.
During this timehe seta speed
record for military aircraft between
london and Canberra. Australia.

Wallace "Dazzy" Boyd
Army

597RqJlact11lt"llt Dt1'Ot &ltaJion
I"Jiantoa'" G1I'. Pmn.

•

Louis "Jack" Bovd
Arm" .

Served in Europe.



Will Davis Burgsteiner
ArmyAirFom~

359 Fig/ltt'r Gnml'
370 FigJltt'T S.I/1adnm

Wasawarded thl'Sihw
51,,, for gallantry in
actionagainst theenl·my.
This Mustangfighter
pilot W.15 credited with
destroying fin' German
aircraft. He wascalled
into militaryservicein
19.1{) with the Valdosta
National GlIard. Coml111l1.1/
"G ",121'tll/lal/try
Rt'gimmt and transferred
to the AirC(I'1~ .

Julius Jerome Brown
An"y Air forers

301 Fixlrtt'r Sql/lilinm
321 Figlfta GrOll"

Stationed in 11.11)' for the Rome-Arne,
North Apennines, Po Valley and
Central Europe campaign»,The unit
was alsoactivein France and
Ccrmanv. Col. Benjamin Daviswas
GroupCommander.

e Cllfton Henry "Tippie" Brumitt, Jr. (at right)
.'I11W1/ / 1ST531

went down with his ~hir when they were
attacked byCorman "E-Boats' in the English
Channel. April 28, 1944.

10

Donald S. Bryan
Arwl( Air Fom'$ / 352 fisllla GrOlli' / 328FiX1Jta Siluilltnm

Djstlllglli~'II'J Sm.'ict· Cros s winner. ~l' ~h(lt. down fi~'l' planes in
one day! From19414; ht.' was credited W1t~ shootingdown .1_

totalof 13GermanHghtl·rs. Ill' flew the P4 , Thunderbolt, p."1B
and 1'-51010 fighters out of basesin England and Belgium. His
outfit was known to thl' Ccrrnansas "the blue nosebastards(If
Bodney", Bodney, England. bt.-ing the base fromwhich they flew.
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Lloyd L. Bums, Jr.
Armlj Air forc(s

39i BombGrolll' / 525&J/Ilbl', SquadronI VIII AirForc(
J62 81.1mb Gro/lp / 769& /I"bt7 SqlMdrcI/J / XX Air Iom-

He m,ly N' the Valdostan who saw the mostaction witha bombergroup during

WorldWar II.but modestlybedoes not layclaimto this.

Born March 20, 192.=;, heentered military service at a~l' 17. Hedoe, claim 10 have

been the youngl'S! combatpilot in theArmyAirF(lm~. Hiscombat experiencebegan

while he wasonly 18yearsold and when he wa.. 19 yC'drs and one monthof a~L·. hi.'

had completed thirtycombat missions, flying from England. Thesehe flew in just

two months. Duringthis time, he madetwocrash landingsand bailedout one time,

parachutinginto the English Channel.

After his European tour ofduty with VIII AirForet" he had oJ tour with the XX Air

Force in the Pacific. Based at Tinian Island, the Marianas. flying B-~'s, he flow five

combatmissions. Healsoflewa "decoy" mission on August6,19-13, as it part of the

first atomicbombattack, Hiroshima, Japan.

Afterrelease from theArmy Air Forc~, hecompleted medical school and practiced

medicine untilhie recent retirement.

Roy W. Campbell
,\llli'y

Omit" Aircraft Smrjct'
1I111! 7-44

Palr(l/ Sql/llilwlI 2tKI
In the Pacific flew a PB.JY2
"Flying Boat" for search/ rescu e
of downed Ilyers, and in patrol
service.

[Clockwise fromuppt.'r lcftl-

Thomas E. Campbell, Arm.1I Air Forct"fo, 390Btl/fib Grtll/P;
NormanC."Neal" Campbell, Army Oral/mlft';

GeorgeJ.Campbell, Army Air Fl)lCt'S;

Robert D, Campbell, Army Air Forct"j.

T/ SGT ThomasE, Campbell wasa radio operator/gunrlt,.·r ona B-l i

Flyin~ Fortress. He fll'w over thirty missions ag.llnsl vitalCorman

installations from the Rhine to Berlin. His ~roliP helda war record for

shootingdown 63Cerman fighters (WeT Muru...ter, Cermany,October

10. J9UChester ~fadison Cameron
,\ll1t'Y

*Irvin S. Cohen
Armll AirForct'S

While servingas a n'1\"igator with .1 bomber
group flying from England. he was lostin
actionwhileon a flight over Corman
occupied Europe, July26,19-13.

Hisfatheroperated a popular mens' shop in
downtown Valdosta. named lrvin's. Thev
opened the store inSeptember, 1939. .
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Wesley Reo Christie
Mnrillt" ( orps/ USS Qllil/c.1I CA·/1

A Drill InstructorSergeant at Parris Island in 19-\U,
he was commissioned and as a Captain, he was
commandingofficer of theMar;IIt" Dl'fu(!Imt'llf of
thecruiserUSS Qlli/lcyCA·71 .

Early on [une 5. tq+t, theQllillCYtook her place .1~

part of the armada bound for the D·llly. [unc 61h.
Normandy invasion, Theyg.Wl' fire ~uprort to tho
troops stomling the beachesof Utah aru 0111.1ha.
TheQlI il1(y was the first ship in the 0-0.1), fleet to
lakeand return fire.TheQllil1(:"~ guns couldfire
23miles inland from theship.

While involvedwith this D·U.,y operation. they
assisted in rescue of the crews ofUSSC01T1/ and
USS III/Jles Hmry Gltmwll (DD·620), bothh'J\'ing
struckmint'S.

Afterwards, they engaged inactionat Chcrbourg.
and in the Mediterranean at Toulon, Saini
Mandricrand Capt.' Side, insouthern France. Theship later hosted President Franklin D.R~\·('It ,

Bri tish l'rimcMinister Winston Churchil l. King Farnuk Iof Egypt and Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia.

TheQlIiJlcy then sailed for thl' FarE.1St and sawactionat Okinawa and waspresent for till'japanese
surrender,11Tokyo Bay, September 2, 1945.

Robert A. Catoe
Army Air Forct':.'
-19-1 Bomb Grolll'

86-1 Bomb Squilliroll

AnArmll Natilml11 GWl rd :.'lIlllll ,

he transferred to the Armll Ai,
C()rp~ in lY-lO. Asan Aircr,'ft
Electrical Specialist, he !'<1\\'

O\ 'Cf'Sl'<1S service in the Palau
Islandsof the Caroline
Croup. the Philippines and
Okinawa.

Sam Caudle
Amlll Air FClfees

V"AirForct'
Servedwith the Fift!, AirForce in Australia,
lewGuinea, and in theSouth Pacific island

of Morotai. Dutch East Indies.

Alex Caudle
Arml/ Air FllrCt':.'

XIIi Ai, Force
Served with the EiX/III, Ai, Force in England.

12



13

George W. Colson
Army AirForces

XV AirFtlr((
Served in Italy.

Kenneth C. "Bill" Colson
Army I\ir Force«

Anaircraft sheet metal tech nician.
he repaired planes in the South
Pacific, Cuam and Saipan.

)

Claxton "R" "L"Cooper
NallY

lISS FOOl'
Was a Torpcdoman Third Class
when he shot down an enemyplane
with AA (irefromhisship. He was
awardeda Broll:t' Starwith ..v.. for
valor.

Leon Cody
Army AirForct~

After service in
Guam, he had a post
war assignment to
Taiwan.

Raymond A. Cook
NaI'Y

Ffl't'f Airships, Athmtic I Bfill/l' S/I /1l1dnm21
As the pilot ofa blimp, along withhis crew, he patrolled the East
Coast of the United States searching for German submarines. His
base W,15 NAS Ric1l/1w,lIi. Florida.

Blimp L-2at mooring mast,
NASLakehurst, N.j.
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James F. "Bubba"
Council

Nai'y
Overseasservice in
the Philippines

Benjamin F. Crawford
Troo/, B

9t1l (fmlry Rt'gimmt
(Ma""t,d)

Robert Eugene Corbell
Nal'"

EIt'ctricilllJ jrJ Class

Milton RayCorbell
Navl/

Atlinlio1! Metalsli ,itll 3raf Class

Thea Wade Coleman
Army

Secllrity 111ldligt?llce Corps
Pictured with hissons, Dan

L- -' and Wade.

Clifford T. "Tibby" Corbin
Nai1l/

USSBairn" / USSM",ialce / USS HII/"I"ldl
A 1926graduate of the U"ittd Stnh'S Naml AClldt'my.
Annapolis. he was the first from Lowndes County to
greduatofrom theNallafAcaliel1lY. DuringWorld
War II he saw activeservice in both theAtlantic and
Pacific.

14
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James Berry Dees
Army Air FoTCt~

Military Polin'

*Joseph Malachi Davis
M llrilll' Carps

21Alrlrilll' Rt'gillll'nl / 3Mllril/t'Divisit)"
(5,,' Page t )

Oscar Davis Dalton
AmlV

J191"fi1ll1ry'Rt'gimmt
30Illfallt ryDillisioll

ACompanyCommander in the "Old
Hickory" Dinsion. hewas woundedduring
tho 19+1 Battle of thoBulge.

Homer W. Davis
Armv

Trml~/'I(Irt{/ti(m Cory"fo
Waft'r Dit';sitlll

Picture takenat Lc
Havre.France. The
army maintained it!'
own fled ofnon
combat ships.

James W,"Bi ll" Davis
Arlllll

881llfimtry 0;1';SIOII
Company Commander of the Valdosta Nat;(IllrllG/lilrd, C{lmp,1I G, 12J tl/fan' ry
Rt'gimmt, he wascalled intoactiveservice with the rcgimcnfcprcmbcr 16, 19·m

TheSS Di1!i~jo l/ was formed to train selective ~.. rviceinducts inlulv, 1442, and Bill was
assigned to this task. Hewent oversees with thedivision in.tc 1943. They took part in
the ItalianCampaign. from Rometo northern 1t.11y.
Afterthewar, he was assigned .1S ExecutiveOfficer ofSlIgapPrison, Tokyo.This was
where the japanes e war criminals wereheld. Later, hl' was.mmcnding officer of the
Army D;!.'ciplill;"y Barracks, Fort l...l'atl('JIil'Orth, Kansas.

Hecompleted a career with the Army, and retired hometoaldosta.

Thesnapshotaboveshowshim with his daughters, Marthand Karon.



Abe Dennis
Amlll AirFon't$
Ml'sS5qll(1I/rorl
VII AirFom

With hiscousin,Jar Hclou, inValdosta, 19.t2. He
served asaMt's," st.·rge.mt inHawaii.

Melvin R. DeShazior
Army

32-16Qllarttrmastt'T Sm'iu Co.
91"!a,,try Divisioll

Served inNorth Africa, Sicilv,
France and Cermany. .

*William Rudisill Barry
ROYlli Call11diallAirForce

Arm" Air Forcts
38i Bomb GrOl'1'

Anxious to fight for the causeof freedom,
hejoined the RoyalCalladilillAirForc£' in
September 19.1. Hewasdischarged
February 5, 19.2forthe purposeof joining
the American Army Air Forct'S .

Ryin~ with the 38-1 Bomblmflllfll t Grolll'on
a raid to Bonn/CologneinCermany, his
plane was shot downand hl' lost his life
January10, 19H.

HeW.1S bom William Rudisill Dewberry,
but as anadult changed hisname to Barr),.

Sara Dunaway (DeloJchl
Anl/"

W{mlt'll's Army lllxi/iary Corps
Atthe right inboth of these
pictures, here sheiswitha group
ofotherAmericans with locals in
a nativeGuam village.

e Robert Elmo Deloach
Army

121/"I""lryRtgilllt'llt
8 ',~flJ1ltry Dilfisioll

(50." Pagel3)

James Edward Dees
Army

J21111!alltry Rtgimf1lt
SIl1fillltry Ditfi,;o"

A Grorgia National Guardsman,hewas
called toactivedutywith this regiment
September 16, 19-10. Hisunit was
engaged firs t in the Normandy battles,
HI.' waswou nded during the Rhine
River crossing.
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~laceo A. Home, Jr.
AmfY

661 QMTrllck;" ,~ Co,
mArml{

Thetruckers were known as the
..R,'J Ball £Xpno:;:o " as they rushed
:-.upplil"S through France from
porl.. to the front .

JesseJames Hampton
AmlV

60'nfimtry Rtg""t1Il 19I"fantry Dit'iMiln
Fought with thl' ~ VQr~ ity" Dw/:'/tlll in North Africa.
Sicily, France, Belgium and Germany. Heparticipated in the l).DJy invasion at

Normandy, Battle of the Bulge and wa~ among the first10cross.. the Remagcn bridge.

He received the Purplr Han and wasawarded the Bnm:rStar with"V" for\',110r.

The photo.11aboveleft i...a German Mark \' tank.which hadearlier beendisabled by

American forces.

J

17

Herman Henry Harpe
Army Air FllrcfS
400 80mb Grollp

390 8(11,,/1 Sq/lllJron
Aircraft Mechanic, servicing 8-24
"Liberator" bombers in the Philippines.

Frt>d J. Holland

, "'"USS LS.~jR 521

Charles W.llalcher (center!

121 "~fa,, 'ry RLximf1lt / Sll/fill/try Diri:';tlll



Everett Gornto Force
M jlr;III' Corps

Hl'adquarfers Battalioll
J Mari/lt'Division

Served in Cuadnlcanaland Guam. AI
left, Everett wasa DivisionTraining
Offkerwithdivision on Cuam.

Below, perched en cisternof nativehut
on Guam. Cistern was used to collect
rain water for household consumption.

Joseph H. Fisher
AnI/IIAir Forces

His caree r withthe AirForc!' carried
him to Panama, Europe, Hawaii .
Koreaand Vietnam.

Alonzoe Fuller
Arlllll

716 TallkB~ltffll iolf
Heentered service with the
Alablllllfl NaliOlw/ Glum! in 1939.
Duringoverseasservice in the
Pacific Theater, he was
wounded. He was medicallv
retired in 19i5. "'

John Henry Ford
Armlf

3240QlIflrtmllflsta COII'1J1l1lY
QlIllrterma:>tt:r COrylS

25 1nfalltry Dit';silm

Served in the Pacific thea ter.
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Donald E. Gerlock
ArmyAir F(lTf('S

JJ55Qlfarfl'rlllI1~fl'r Atlinlioll
8Sm'il"c Croup

T~1l' Army.Air f tl(((' at M("I(J(/y
Fll'1d consisted of two canvas
covered. twin-enginewooden
propeller aircraft and one
"drop-chin" 6017 when he
nmved at Mm/ll Fit'ld in
f\:o\"l'mbt.'r,19i i.

Don is at theleft. in this
pictureand josephine
Reddick, his future wife, is
theyoung lady.

John Melvin Griner
Army

8 S i~llaf lMtalhm
srl/pmtr!! Dii.l;!'irm

Hisbattalionprovided
communications forthe
rcgtmcnrs andother
divisional unitsas the
"Go/dt'l!ArrmLI" Ditli~ill"

fought batik'Sfrom
Brittany, France, 10 the
Cologneplain of
Germany.

Goingthrough
Cermany, hestopped at
,10 abandonedOpel
automobile fnctorv,
pickingupa Uiu~ t' ll ff the
assemblv-line" vehicle
which h~' used until his
return to the US.

Harwell M. Criner was
his brother.
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Joe Brown Gaskins
Nary

llSS S/~lIglf'r

DE 696

Bernice Gaskins
Arlllll

Siglllli Dt'ltic/"um/
304 1llfal/lryR~;ttlt"fIt

76/lljalltry Dil'isillll
A mot ionpicture film editor
in the "WIt'rl li Bt'll" Di;:'is;(lII ,
hisdetachment documented
thehorrorsof the Cerrnan
concentration camps.

James Austin Griffin
AnllY

.J23Arlllllmf Fit'fJ ArtiJlrry
.10 AmloredpiI1isoll /1l1 Army

Trucking ammurutron to the forward
artillery batteries was the job(Ifthis
Sergeant in Patton's TIIirdArmy. Thev
fought through France. at Bastogne in the
Battle of the Bulge, and throughSouthern
Gl'rm~ ny, closing the war atSalzburg.
Austria.

In the top picturehe isshown
"clowning" in a German uniformafter
the war .



Edward B. Hanley, Jr.
An,,!!

32AirTranspvrt COl/l111llllJ

Natlll, Bra:i1

Harwell Martin Griner
Navy

USS Marblr"rad CL-12
Asiatic FIl'rt

Was on theChina Station at
Shanghai aboardthe USS

Marbldlt'ad, before the war. l\"hl'O bombsfell at Pt'arl HarllOr, they WNt' at
Tarakan, Borneo, 'ethcrlands East Indies, as:-.ignl'd 10 the Asiatic Fli'et . Action
carne on February -l. 19-12, when the llSS Mdrblt-Jlt'ad, with other unitsofa
combined American-Dutch force W.1Sattacked bv Mitsubishi-96bombers near
Makassar Strait.Tht.,llSS M(lrMt'fIl'd11 was disablt.~ in thisactionand retired to
ljilatjap,Java. .E.!., for repairs, Therebeing no drydock l.uge enoughto
handle this ship. it wasnecessary 10 return on a long, hazardouscruisevia
Ceylon and theCapoofGood Hop".

/

Worth C.Green
Aftlri/lt, Cj)rl'~

.J Mar;nt' AirWing
VMF13

S,..rved two lours as a fighter pilot in the Pacific.
flying F4F Wildcat.' and F4U Corsairs. H. flew (rom
bothcarriers and land b.1St.'S.

Aftera missionover japan. he was attackedby
enemyaircraft. Hisplanehad alreadybeendisabled
byground fire. He bailedout into the sea. Aftereight
hoursaADell in his "Mae Wl'SI"Iift.--jackel, he was
picked up bya PBY "BlackCat" flying boot.

Art Buchwald, laterto achievefame as a humorist,
was Green's ordnance sergeant.

Ike Bowen Harrell
Army/ Batt"'!! 8 / .lOS Field ArtiUr'Y 8". / 78"~fa"t'Y Dinsi""

Ike's Artillery Battalion participated in history'sheaviest artillerybarrage,against
Aachen, Germany. Theyalso participated in actionat Rcmagcn and in tnt.' RuhrValley
ofCermany,

20
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Guy T. Dunbar and William Dunbar
Nat,!!

98NandCOllstruction Baffa/ion

Franklin G. Eldridge
An"y

"''''Jim! Corp;
Ii4 Gmaaf HO$I'ital

Began his medical careeras il medical officer with
theCi[lilian CO/l5tTt'l'ltiollGlfpS (eee),after
completing his internship. December I, 1940, he
entered militarvservice. His overseasservicewas
inSouthernFrance in lQ.w.

e CharlesArnold Dunbar, Jr.
Army /94 R(CtmnaissmlCt' S'l/1/1dnm

J4 Armorrd Dil,is;tlll I VIArmy
\Vas killed in action at Hatten. France. January
19, 1945. lie isburied at the St.An-lId Amt'T'ican
Military Cerrtt'tay. France. His twin brothers.
Guy and William, served with theNat'y Stabt't's.

,1& "

Hardy 8 Douglas
Nary I USS MacLrisIJ

James Dennis Dowling
NIIMI

Nai'al Alliatilm Senice



Robert.R. Humphreys, at top without hat. Pictured isClass ofOctober, 19-11, Arll/l/ Air
ForetSlgllal Seho(l/, Omaha , Nebraska. .

Tillman Howell
Army

Mt'dim/ St'n,ict' Corp=,

Eddie Hunter
Armll

He served with the Army in the
Pacific islands.

Leonard H. Aiken nef\)
ArlJl1/ AirForci'S

56AirEligilltW Squl1dro/l
31 AirSt'n,ic(' Group

314 BilI1/11Willg

Leonard Rudolph Howell Iabovel
Army Air Ftlm'S

564 BombSqlll1lfnm
389 Bomb Group
VIII Air FoTC<'
(5<." Page29)

Robert Lemuel Howell
enast Guard

Ulli/ 372

22
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Ralph B.Johnson
AmlV

330 lllfimtry 'Rt'ximml
83 1lljimlry Vh';SOII

Ralph fought with the
"T1uII/da bolt" Dit';::;oll at
St. ~lalo and the
Ardennes in Franceand
Roer Riner area of
Cermany.

~litchell John son
Arml/ Ai' For(~
11 Bomb GrilliI'
7tJI Air f ora

Mi tch is in lop rowof this crew picture,
second from ri~ht. He was the plane's
navigator.

Stephen A. "Akie" Joyner
Nary

Norman Daniel Johnson, Jr.
Armv

Combat E,igi lltrrS

Gain es Hunt er
AnnyAir F",m

•\ ...
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John Wesley Langdale
Nal'Y

U55 Oi" "11 DD536
Dcstroyt'r Sqlladroll52

The ll55 0i(~1l wasthe flagship of
Dt'stroya SI11ladnm52,andJohn
served as OperationsOfficer. He
wasat Tokyo Bay. September 2,
19-15. when theJapanesesurrender
was signed.

Donald Leigh Larus
Army

553Fidd Artillery Battalion
Served overseas in France and Germany
doingmaintenance on combat vehicles.

DaleLeslie
MaritiI' Corps

1<1 Marilll' Air WillX/ VM5B 231
ReceivedtheNal'Y Cross foran outstandingact of heroismagainst an
armed enemywhenhe helped rescue Marines stranded on a Guadalcanal
Beach. He was a distinguished Milrinr Air \Vil1g fighterpilot.

Luther Charles lewis
Army Troop E

29Cavalry GrollP
(Mt'c!lalliud)

Charles trained at Fort
Knox, Kentucky,and went
overseas to the European
theaterwith his unit.They
arrived inGermany, April,
19-t5. Hewasa medium
tankcrewman. Injured ina
non-combat accident, he
wasmedically discharged.
May.19~6.

Art Koch
Army Air Forcrs
Mililary Polin'
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