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Yesterday 

& 

Today 

Cyrus G. Wiley, 1881-1930 

A Most Distinguished Citizen  - Rediscovered 

From the Atlanta Constitution, January 6, 1930 
  “Rev. Wiley was the principal of the high school at Valdosta for 15 years and 

later superseded Major R. R. Wright as president of the Georgia State College at 

Savannah. For four years he was president of the State Teachers’ Association, 

dean of the college department of Morris Brown  University for two years; pastor 

of the St. Paul A.M.E. Church of Macon for two years.  During the last confer-

ence he was transferred to this city as pastor of  Big Bethel. Which is not only the 

largest church in the state but one of the largest in the nation and one of the most 

historic race landmarks.” 

  Not long before the 

Holiday season last year 

we were contacted by the 

Savannah State Archives 

to see if we had photos of  

Cyrus Wiley who had 

been first principal of 

Magnolia High School 

here. In our archives we 

had only a photo of a  

stone marker that includ-

ed his name. 

  Cyrus Wiley became 

the second president,  of 

Georgia State Industrial 

College for Colored 

Youth, then the only state 

college for blacks,  now 

current Savannah State, 

and later became pastor 

of Big Bethel A.M.E. in 

Atlanta, two exceptional 

positions to hold in the 

state of Georgia. 

Left: Article from the VDT 
January 3, 1930. The 
VDT managed to publish  
the article the same day 
of his death in Atlanta 

Notice: Museum Program, Saturday May 23, 2015 
 

Victoria Wilcox  speaking on  Volumes II & III  

The Southern Son: the Saga of Doc Holliday 

A Georgia Author of the Year for Vol.ume I  
 

See page three for details 
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Articles Offer Glimpse at 

 Activity as President, Pastor  
 

Fortunately some newspaper records from the 20s and 

30s have been digitized. Internet searches produced the 

two articles included here. They provide a glimpse into 

the activity of Cyrus Wiley, one when college president, 

the appeal letter at right, and the other during the  period 

he was pastor of Big Bethel, below, Atlanta Constitu-

tion, December 18, 1929.  

A.M.E. Launches Movement To 

Aid Mission Churches 
   The A.M.E Ministers’ Union of Atlanta sponsored a 

city mission movement at its 35th anniversary services 

observed at the Amanda Flipper Memorial Church 

Tuesday night. Bishop W. A. Fountain was master of 

ceremonies. 

   Dr. J.L. Butler, acting president and 126 ministers 

favored a program of aid to need churches. 

   Dr. C.G Wiley, pastor of Big Bethel Church deliv-

ered the special sermon. Drs. J. A. Hadley, H. D. 

Canady and J. H. McFarlin also spoke.  

   A paper on “The Golden Rule” by Rev. T. T. Ivey was 

discussed by Drs. C.A.Wingfield and S. H. Rene.  

   Rev. W. A. McClendon, Gary, Ind., in a short talk 

declared that there is no plan for Christian fellowship in 

the north equal to the ministers’ union of Atlanta.      

Cyrus G. Wiley Award                                   

In 1974 Savannah State established The Cyrus G. Wiley 

Distinguished Alumni Award to be designated  annual-

ly. Wiley was the first alumnus, Class of 1902, of the 

Georgia State Industrial College to become its president, 

1921-1926. 

Statewide Appeal Letter  by Cyrus G. Wiley 
    This letter was mailed in advance  of the Industrial College Day up-

coming on February 17, 1922. The heading includes, Georgia State 

Industrial College, Savannah, Ga., January 24, 1922.  

    The copy here was is from the Daily Times-Enterprise, Thomasville, 

Georgia, February 9, 1922. The index to the Atlanta Constitution also 

references this letter. The letter reads as follows: 
 

 Fellow Citizens of Georgia, 

   There is being erected on our campus a $50,000 academic building. 

This money was given by the legislature of Georgia. This building, 

when completed, will be one of the handsomest and best appointed in 

the South. And further, every bit of the work has been done by the stu-

dents in training at the Georgia State Industrial College. 

   Now, we have still an opportunity which we must improve, a long 

looked for opportunity to secure a Girl’s Dormitory. We are called up-

on to raise $19,000.00 of the $26,000.00 to match $25,000.00 which 

will be given to the General Educational Board. We are in sight of a 

$50,000 Girl’s Dormitory. Boys have been boarding students for thirty 

years. Aren’t you willing to give the Girl A Chance? 

  State Superintendent M. L .Brittain has given us Friday February 17th, 

as “Industrial College Day.” On that day and during that week two 

kinds of tags will be sold 10 cent tags for pupils and 25 cent tag for 

patrons and friends. Can you afford not to help? 

  The Commission of Georgia State Industrial College and the State 

Department of Education are a unit in helping us to put this great Rally 

over. We must not fail. 

   The Negroes of Georgia “put over” their quota in every drive during 

The World’s War, whether that drive was for money, for food, for men 

or for victory on the battlefield. You are now called upon to push the 

cause of humanity by the aris of peace, enlightenment and culture ra-

ther than by the instruments of death and destruction. 

   With one concerted effort from Rabun Gap to the Okefenokee victory 

will be ours. 

    Yours for the cause of education and humanity,                                                                        

C.G Wiley,  

President 

 Photo Right: 

Magnolia High 

School Valdosta, 

Georgia ca. 1916. 

Cyrus Wiley was the 

first principal of this 

school preceding his 

becoming President 

of The Georgia State 

Industrial College for 

Colored Youth in 

Savannah and then 

pastor of Big Bethel 

A.M.E. Church in 

Atlanta. This build-

ing was demolished 

as were others of its 

era; Valdosta Insti-

tute, the 1905 Val-

dosta High, then 

1922 VHS lost in a 

fire. 
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The Lowndes County Historical  

Society and Museum 

Guest Author : Victoria Wilcox 
Speaking on her second and third volumes in a trilogy of novels 

Gone West 
Southern Son: The Saga of Doc Holliday   

and 

The Last Decision 

 

    Saturday, May 23, 2015 at the Museum 
         Opens  10:30 a.m. 

         Speaker 10:45 a.m. 

             Book signing after program  

                    Refreshments provided  

                                          To reserve a seat please R.S.V.P. 

                            229-247-4780 or research.lchs@gmail.com  305 W. Central Ave. 

 

Program at the Museum : Doc Holliday  Books  
   Author Victoria Wilcox will 

present a program on Volumes II 

and III of her trilogy Southern 

Son: The Saga of Doc Holliday 
Saturday May 23 at the museum  

Volume two and three are re-

spectively titled Gone West and 

The Last Decision. 
  Television appearance 

  Wilcox was a commentator 

in the recently aired Lies and 

Legends series on the Fox 

network. She also was named 

the 50th Annual Georgia Au-

thor of the Year for a First 

Novel for Volume I, Inher-

itance.  “From cotton planta-

tions in Georgia, to the cattle 

country and silver boomtowns 

of the Wild West, an epic tale 

of heroes and villains, dreams 

lost and found, families bro-

ken and reconciled, of sin and 

recompense and the redeem-

ing power of love.” 

Cyrus Gilbert Wiley’s Career  

Clues Supplied Leads, then Answers 
 

   In learning about Cyrus G. Wiley we first thought that he  had 

served as college president from 1921-1926 and then immediately 

became pastor of Big Bethel A.M.E. in Atlanta. 

  Information in the March 13, 1929 [VDT] obituary of Hattie M. 

Dixon, his  mother-in-law,  caused need for more search. Wiley 

would die January 3, 1930, about ten months after Hattie Dixon. 

   The obituary indicated that in early 1929 Cyrus Wiley and his wife 

Lucille were in Macon, not Atlanta. When we obtained an obituary 

copy from the AJC (text of on page one) the pieces began to fit. 

   We found  in 1926 Wiley went to Macon, resigning the Georgia 

State Industrial College presidency, to become pastor of St. Paul 

A.M.E. Church . But how was he also a college dean of Atlanta’s 

Morris Brown University, an A.M.E. college, for two years? Searches 

showed that Morris Brown had extension campuses from 1913 until 

1929 when discontinued because of expense. The information now 

collaborated  the Atlanta Big Bethel pastorate beginning during 1929.  

    There are two mentions of Hattie Dixon’s death in the same issue 

of the VDT, March 13, 1929. “Hattie Dixon, one of the best known 

colored women of this city died yesterday at the home of her son-in-

law in Macon. Her daughter is the wife of Prof. C.G. Wiley who for a 

number of years was the head of the colored schools of this city….. 

Her remains will be brought to Valdosta for internment in the ceme-

tery here,  Thursday March 14……The funeral services will be con-

ducted at Macedonia Baptist Church tomorrow afternoon at 3:30p.m.” 

  Cyrus G. Wiley was buried in this same plot in Sunset Hill Cemetery  

January 1930. Wife Lucile Wiley was buried there in 1960. They had 

no children, this perhaps contributing to a lack of knowledge of them. 

Valdosta Services at St. 

Paul’s 
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Bessie M. Foster, 1938-2014,  First Black Faculty Member at VHS 

Georgia Day Program 2015 
At the Georgia Day program Alfred Willis, PhD, spoke on the 

topic: “Six Georgia Houses Connected with Governor and Mrs. 

John B. Gordon: An Architectural Romance of the Old and New 

Souths.” Valdosta’s Crescent house is one of the six houses in-

cluded in the topic. The meeting was held in conjunction with the 

James Jackson, Daughters of the American Revolution Chapter. 

Georgia Day is observed February 12 commemorating the day in 

1733 when James Edward Oglethorpe landed ship Ann and Geor-

gia began. In the photo at left are Al Willis, speaker, Jerry West, 

DAR president and Donald Davis, Museum Executive Director. 

Former VHS Librarian 
Photo upper left: Bessie Mae Johnson Foster from the 1968 

VHS Sandspur yearbook. 
 

  Several  weeks ago an obituary caught my attention as I real-

ized the name was familiar. In checking it was the same Mrs. 

Foster that had been our librarian at Valdosta High from 1967-

1969. As I recall, she was the first  and only Black on staff  be-

fore full integration in the Fall of 1969. She was married to 

James Foster and with their careers she was also librarian at 

Cook High, Lanier County High, Florida A&M in Tallahassee, 

Alcorn in Mississippi, public system in Pennsylvania and three 

colleges in Ohio.  She graduated in 1955 from the Lowndes 

County Training High School,  then from Albany State and At-

lanta University. 

Photo above: Some of the students serving as Library assistants 

for Mrs. Foster as identified in the 1968 yearbook: Phyllis Heirs 

(Killgore), Becky Southwell (Daffin), Teresa Sherwood 

(Steinberg), Phillis Karlip and Sandra Powell. 

Photo left: Some of the students serving as Library assistants for 

Mrs. Foster as identified in the 1969 yearbook: Debra Beaty, 

Sherri Holman, Ingrid Hall, Emily Freeman (Reiley) and Sandra 

Weldon. 

  Current or recent Lowndes County Historical Society members 

in the photos include Becky Daffin of Panama City, FL; Teresa 

Steinberg, Valdosta; Emily Reilly, Orange Beach, AL; and also 

an assistant, Susan Eye Wheeler, Valdosta, not pictured. 
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“Teeny” Tells Tales of Naylor 

Above: At right at the museum is Ernestine Ruby “Teeny” 
Carter Cowart and, at left, her daughter Linda Tout from North 
Carolina. “Teeny” grew up in Naylor, and  she and her husband 
E. L. Cowart, of the Naylor area also, lived many years in Sa-
vannah  She has been in Valdosta for several years living at 
Langdale Place. 

     We had a very pleasant visit from “Teeny” Cowart at the 

museum. Very interesting was that in 1937 Naylor High School 

had only two graduates, Teeny Carter and B. M. Junior Laurus. 

They were the class officers and were named to every Who’s 

Who superlative in their class, each winning: Cutest, Best 

Dressed, Most Athletic,  Quietest, Biggest Flirt, Most Intellectu-

al and Best All-Round.   She donated her 1937 high school di-

ploma, a rare document since there are only two.  The diploma 

was signed by A.V. Folsom, County School Superintendent, L. 

W. Blanchard, Superintendent of Naylor High School and C.E. 

Connell, Chairman, Board of Trustees, familiar early citizens. 

    She also donated clippings; photos, including the basketball 

team below; family history and Naylor Baptist information in-

cluding a program copy from the Naylor Baptist Church First 

Annual Homecoming. 

   A different recent acquisition brought us items of another 

early Naylor resident, Hillery C. Cowart, 1874-1958. His valise 

containing various items had been kept by a cousin the late 

Trollie F. Cowart of Jacksonville, FL, whose son Craig O'Quinn 

Cowart, M.D., of Palm Harbor, FL made the donation.  A sur-

prise item in the valise was a 1920s men’s wool swimsuit of the 

Twin Lakes development era. 
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 2015 New & Renewal  

Memberships 
As of March 31, 2015 

* Denotes Life Membership 

Place of residence listed for those 

Outside of Lowndes County  

Robert ‘Bob’ Adair 
Fort Worth, TX 

George and Joyce Aigen 

Phil and Cathy M. Alday 

Marcia M. Alexander 

Don and Mary Allen 

Larry D. Allen, Sr. 

Bill and Jennifer S. Altman 

Walter Altman 

Fred and Emily S. Anderson 

John and Sandra S. Anderson 

Edwin and Nancy Avera 
Petersburg, VA 

 

Thomas Baird 
Tallahassee, FL 

Chet and Myrna Ballard 

Virginia P. Bennett* 

Bennett Law Firm 

Regena Benvenuti 
Waterford, CT 

Betty Sue Mixson Bickerstaff 
Jacksonville, FL 

Myra Jane Bird 

Tomie J. Blanton 

Vallye J. Blanton 

Beth Stanaland Boggs 
Jasper, GA 

Dudley H. and Mary T. Bowers 
Cumming, GA 

James W. Brantley 

Forrest R. Bridges 

Dean N. Brooks 

Ralph and Hilda Brown 

Charles E. Bryan 
Atlanta, GA 

Brad and Ann Burnette 

Jerry N. Byrd 
 

Tom and Karen Carlilse 
Old Mill Auction 

Rep. Amy Carter 

Dr. Carl and Kristy Cates 

Allen and Ginny S. Catoe 

Mrs. Botie Chitty* 
Cumming, GA 

Ray and Pat Giles Chitty 

Carolyn B. Christian 

Citizens Community Bank 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Clark 

Joe Clary 

Geraldine M. Clifton 

Vivian Cody 

Brian and Laurie Colbert 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Lamar Cole 

Jeanette Cole 
Conifer, CO 

Buddy and Sharon L. Coleman 

Dan Coleman & Carolyn Eager 

Stephen and Kay Coleman 

Wade H. and Geri Coleman 

Sandra Bennett Connell 
Stockton. GA 

George Converse, Jr. 
Cincinnati, OH 

Ben I Copeland 
Lakeland, GA 

Martha Coppage 

Orrie L. and Francine J. Coppage 

Dr. and Mrs. Frank Corker 

Dr. Craig O’Quinn Cowart* 
Palm Harbor, FL 

Stanley and Sue Cox 
Covingtons 

W. Ed Crane* 

Mabel Credille 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cribbs 

Marion Anise Cross 

 James and Dorothy Cruse 
Gainesville, FL 

 

H. K. and Cindi Dampier 

Tommy and Veronica Dampier 

Bill Darnell 
Ocean Springs, MS 

Bobby and Ann Dasher 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe V. Dasher, Jr. 

Laura Dasher 

Rev. and Mrs. V. L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Ann M. Davis 

Bill and Camille Davis 
Tallahassee, FL 

Roger and  Carol Davis 
Alpharetta, GA 

Allan and Joan Dear 

Shelly and Esther Decker 
Pinetta, FL 

Kelly and Dianne Dees 

Fred DeLoach 

Fred DeLoach, III 
Atlanta, GA 

John Deming* 
Gulf Port, MS 

William T. ‘Billy’ Dennis 
Marietta, GA 

Tommy and Alice DeVane 

Marjorie Dickerson 

Marvin and Lyn Dickey 

Danny and Linda Evans Douglas 
Dunnellon, FL 

J. Michael and Martha Dover 

Mike and Mary Ann Drumheller 

Virginia Copeland Drumheller 

 

Mike Esterman 
Monrovia, IN 

Mildred Sheffield Evans 

Harry S. Evans 

Jane L. Ferrell 

Burton Fletcher 

Otis and Beverly Fletcher 

Dr. Edward and Paula Fricker 

Mrs. Everett Force 

Curtis Fowler 

Barry D. Fuller 

Zella Fuller 
 

Mr. and Mrs. C. David Gallahan 

Martha Norwood Gibson 

Patsy T. Giles 

David Girardin 
East Palatka, FL 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Emil Girardin 

Ransom and Celine Gladwin 

Alan D. Golden 
Braselton, GA 

Ladson and Gayle Golden 

Tim and Ellen Golden 

Dr. Claude Godwin, Ashley Intriago 
Titusville, FL 

Warren C. Graham, Jr. 
Ashburn, VA 

O’Neal and Faye Grant 

Mary D. Gray 

Sarah U. Green 
Macon, GA 

W. Parker and Dr. Lucy R. Greene 

Joseph Greer 
Gainesville, FL 

Mrs. Mack V. Greer, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Glenn Gregory* 

Rusty and Barbara T. Griffin 

Joanne W. Griner 

Mildred B. Griner 
McDonough, GA 

Anne Moore Gunter 
 

Carolyn Blecha Hall 
Vallejo, CA 

Joe Hall 

Robert  M. Hall 

Thomas and Dixie Haller 

Paul ‘Bud’ Hatcher, Jr. 

George and Mary Harrington 

Owen D. and Nelda Harris 

Jack and Jane Hearn 

Elizabeth D. Heller 
Lake Placid, FL 

Cheryl V. Helms 

Beulah E. Hennly 

Opal Herndon  

Gary Higgins and Jackie Powell 
Salida, CO 

Ed and Rita Hightower 

Frank and Nancy P. Hjort 

David Hobbs 
Brunswick, GA 

Eugenia G. Hobbs 

The Historical Society Trustees  

and Museum Staff greatly appreciate 

your memberships as they affirm our 

place as an important cultural entity 

in Lowndes County and help us to 

fulfill our mission– to collect, pre-

serve and present the history of 

Lowndes County. 
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Dr. Charles and Nancy G. Hobby 

Daniel Hoffman/Susan Hellstern 

Bruce Darby Hornbuckle 
Kennesaw, GA 

Eleanor Morgan Howard 

Riley and Jenny Howard 

Leonard and Myrtis Howell 
Appling, GA 

Norman and Mary June Huggins 

Jeff Hunt 
 

Ronald and Carol Irwin 

Brantley and Barbara Jenkins 

Dr. Jerah Johnson 
New Orleans, LA 

Greg Johnston 
Houston, TX 

A. Buford Joiner 

Carl L. Jones 
Titusville, FL 

Nina S. King 

Jim Knight 
Green Cove Springs, FL 

 

Ann K. Lackey 

Margaret E. Langdale 

Margaret J. Langdale 

Noah Michael Langdale* 

Atlanta, GA 

Virginia M. Langdale 

W. S. Lanier 
Jonesboro, GA 

Frances Loudell Laws 

Judy Lawson 

Hank and Claire S. Lee 

Mike Lee 
Ray City, GA 

Laura Leonard 

Susan Leonard 

Bobbie Lester 

David and Esther Paine Lifsey 
Atlanta, GA 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm H. Liles 
Nashville, TN 

Pat Griffin Lindenmeyer 
Summerville, SC 

Albert and Jane Little 

Pendleton Little 

Annie Lee Livingston 

Verna Faye Guess Lord 
Ivey, GA 

Michael and Floye Luke 

John and Ann Lukens 
 

Mary Young Smotherman Manning 

Drs. Dennis and Patricia Marks 

Joy Shelton Matthews 
Alpharetta, GA 

Sis West May* 

Brian A. and Margaret McDaniel 
Moultrie, GA 

Tyson and Mary Sue Z. McLane 

Carol McLeod 

Elaine Parrish McMillan 

Jo Minchew 
Jacksonville, FL 

W. Paul and Brinkley McNeal 

Mary W. McRee* 
Lanier Co., GA 

John and Ginna McTier 

Charles Mixson Miller 
Birmingham, AL 

Dutton Miller 
Miller Hardware Company 

Mr. and Mrs. Seab H. Miller 

J. F. Mixson, III 
Lakemont, GA 

Floyd B. Moon 

Leland S. Moore 

Jesse F. Moore 
Gainesville, VA 

Tommy Moore 

Clay Moseley 

Jay and Connie Mullis 
Birmingham, AL 

Bobbie T. Mullis 

Mark Mullis 
 

Dorothy E. Neisen 

Jack S. Newbury 
Squirrel Island, ME 

Margaret M. Nisbet* 
Peachtree City, GA 

Bubba and Debbie Nolan 

Rebecca Ann Odom 

Doreen Officer 

Catherine Oliver 
Roswell, GA 

Jack and Cheryl Oliver 

Dr. and Mrs. William Oliver 
Macon, GA  

John and Virginia Owens 

Tuscon, AZ 
 

John P. Page 

Stephen T. Paine 
New York, NY 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Pannell 
Orange, TX 

Col. And Mrs. Clarence S. Parker 

Delores M. Parrish 

James W. Parrish 
Tallahassee, FL 

Scott Pearlman 
Atlanta, GA 

Catherine Pendleton 

Helen F. Pendleton 

Leona Redles Pendleton 

Laura C. Perlman* 

James J. Perryman 

Jeremy Petrella 
Quitman, GA 

William Pinkston 
Atlanta, GA 

Larry and Shirley Price 
Albany, GA 

 

Bonnie Rainey 

Anita Reams* 

Catherine L. Redles 

Mrs. Sam Register 

Linda Beggs Rehberg 
Jacksonville, FL 

Emily Freeman Reilly 
Orange Beach, AL 

Lane and Eve H. Renfroe 

Dr. Barney J. and Pamela Rickman 

Dr. Paul Riggs 

Larry and Dawn Rodgers 

Nell Patten Roquemore 
Lakeland, GA 

Riley and Rhonda Rutland 
 

Charlene B. Scholey 
Menifee, CA 

Billy and Betty M. Schroer 
Marietta, GA 

SCV, Col. Atkinson Camp 

Charles and Jean W. Sheffield 

Anita Hatcher Shelton* 

Davy and Susan S. Shelton 

Jane Twitty Shelton* 

Lynn Shelton 

Richard and Jane Shelton 

Edith V. Shepherd 

John Sineath 

Rose Marie Sinnott 

Ken Sloat 
Lakeland, GA 

Clint and Barbara Slocumb 

Albert E. Slone 

Ben and Carol Smith 
Pinetta, FL 

Dr. Briggs and Lane W. Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Smith 

Cary and Susanne Evans Smith 
Marietta, GA 

Dr. Marvin and Julie B. Smith 

Russell Martin Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Tildon Smith 

Tony Smith* 
Cartersville, GA 

Ben and Jane Stanaland 

Sue Deming Stewart* 
Jackson, MS 

Susan Wade Stewart 

Virginia Mixson Story 
Shelby, NC 

Wesley and Julie S. Street 

Jeannette B. Strickland 

Matilda W. Stubbs 

Jan Sumner 
 

Lyn E. Thomas 

Lucy Tomberlin 

Dr. Joseph A. Tomberlin 

Elwood and Lessie Tomlinson 

John Tomlinson 

Dr. F. D. and Liz Toth 

Dr. and Mrs. Loyce Turner* 

L. Warren Turner, Jr. 

Susan Parramore Turner 
Powder Springs, GA 

Wm. Al Turner 
 

Continued on page 8 
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Above: Redden Hart and Jerry West, President of the 
James Jackson Chapter of the DAR at the 2014 Georgia 
Day program at the museum. The event was cosponsored 
by the DAR and Lowndes County Historical Society  
 

 For the past few years Redden was President of the Valdosta 

Chapter Sons of the American Revolution and at each meeting 

he led the chapter in the following pledge and recessional. 
PLEDGE 

“We, descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution, 

who by their sacrifices, established the United States of Ameri-

ca, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our Consti-

tutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend 

them against every foe.” 
RECESSIONAL 

“Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our 

forefathers, who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an 

independent Supreme Court and a Nation of Free Men.”  

 

Continued from page 7 

Valdosta Insurance Services 

Valdosta Wildcat Touchdown Club 

Robert Rouse Vallotton, II 

Varn Turpentine and Cattle 
Jacksonville, FL 

 

Deanna Wagoner 

Mrs. Alfred C. ‘Dick’ Walden 
Byron, GA 

Dorothy Noell Walker 
Columbia, SC 

Waunee W. Walker 

David and Sharon Waller 

L. Steve Wansley 

Sam T. Ward 
Riverside, CA 

Donnie K. Warren 

Dr. Mary Helen Watson 

Lavelle and Lyndal Webb 

Melba Weldon 

Dorothy Noell West 
Washington, DC 

Hugh and Jerry West 

James and Susan Eye Wheeler 

J. Edward Willis 

Frank and Bettye Wilson 

Mark and Carol Wisenbaker 

Lt. Col. and Mrs. Garey T. Wood 

 

Dr. Owen and Joann Youles 

Gretchen McCoy Young 
Powder Springs, GA 

Eagle Scout Project 

With his keen interest in Boy Scouts, Redden Hart would 

have been pleased to see the completion of Thomason 

Gilchrist’s, photo below, Eagle Scout project in the outdoor 

exhibits behind the museum. Thomason repaired the Native 

American hut  replacing boards and the palmetto frond roof-

ing. Several of the troop members participated. Thomason’s 

troop meets at First Christian Church, Frank Richards, 

Scoutmaster. Thomason is the son of Lisa Gilchrist and Rob 

Gilchrist. 

In Memory: Redden Parramore Hart 1957-2015 

 
Above: 

Redden Hart 
Valdosta High 

School yearbook 
Senior portrait 

1976 

  Among the many of Redden’s civic activities he 

was the “long suffering” treasurer of the Lowndes 

County Historical Society. He thus also served on 

the society’s Board of Trustees and Executive Com-

mittee. He diligently watched over our funding. 

  The Society Trustees and Museum Staff  extend 

our sympathy to Redden’s widow Judy and to his 

parents Judge George and Lilla Kate Parramore 

Hart, his mother a Society former president. 

  He himself an Eagle Scout, Redden’s chief civic 

love was the Boy Scouts. He was Scoutmaster of 

Troup 403 that met in the First Baptist Youth Build-

ing a few steps from the museum side entrance. He 

received the highest recognitions given to adults in 

scouting When Redden attended Georgia Tech he 

joined his grandfather’s SAE chapter. Redden re-

cently shared the story of his grandfather, ca1920, 

sponsoring the entire chapter to Ocean Pond, which 

included famous golfer Bobby Jones. We will make 

sure the details of this story get recorded. 
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Memorials 

 

Marjorie Webb Dees 
by 

Patsy T. Giles 

Beulah Exum Hennly 

J. Edward Willis 

 

Hallie Hinshaw DiMascio 
by 

Eleanor Morgan Howard 

 

Franklin Jefferies Eldridge 
by 

Patsy T. Giles 

 

Redden Parramore Hart 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

Patsy T. Giles 

Beulah Exum Hennly 

Sara C. Heslep 
Titusville, FL 

Catherine L. Redles 

J. Edward Willis 

 

Betty Hutchinson Holcombe 
by  

J. David and Esther Paine Lifsey 
Atlanta, GA 

Jane Twitty Shelton 

J. Edward Willis 

 

Margaret Smith Hendry 
by 

Jerry  N. Byrd 

Warren C. Graham, Jr. 
Ashburn, VA 

Charlene B. Scholey 
Menifee, CA 

 

Col. Edwin E. Kelly 
by 

Beulah Exum Hennly 
 

Jane Cook Miller 
by 

Eleanor Morgan Howard 

 

Betty Williams Montague 
by 

J. Edward Willis 

 

Joyce C. Powell 
by 

J. Edward Willis 

 

Merita Davis Powell 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

Patsy T. Giles 
 

Dr. Jerry G. Purvis, Jr. 
by 

Patsy T. Giles 

J. Edward Willis 

2015 Membership Application,  Lowndes County Historical Society,  P.O. Box 56,  Valdosta, GA 31603 

Name ______________________________________________________________________  

Address_____________________________________________________________________  

 Phone______________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Category 
 

Individual      $25. ___ 

Family             30. ___ 

Business          50. ___ 

Contributing  100. ___ 

Patron            250. ___ 

 

James ‘Jim’ Brooks Sineath 
by 

J. Edward Willis 

 

Joseph Raymond Slocum, Sr. 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

 

Betty Jane Barlow Smith 
by 

Donald O. Davis 
 

Dr. Joe C. Stubbs 
by 

Beulah Exum Hennly 

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lastinger 
 

Iris Hooker Webb 
by 

J. Edward Willis 

Tatting Class by Amy Brown 

Lowndes County Historical Museum 

In Conjunction with VSU Learning In Retirement  
Monday May 4, 2015 at 10:30 AM -12:00 PM 

 

 Tatting II: A Sequel to Tatting I 
                  For this second tatting class series, you should comfortable making tatted rings. We will make a chain and read 

tatted patterns.  Please bring your tatting shuttle, ball of thread, and scissors back to class with you. 
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Lowndes County Historical Society & Museum 

305  West Central Avenue 
P.O. Box 56   Valdosta, GA 31603 

(229) 247-4780 
Fax:  (229) 247-2840 

E-mail:  ddavis.lchs@gmail.com 
 

Web page: 
http://www.valdostamuseum.com 

Yesterday & Today 
is a trademark of the 

Lowndes County Historical Society. 

Museum Calendar of Events 
May 4……...…..…………….Tatting II by Amy Brown 

May 23……….…….………...Victoria Wilcox Program 

Doc Holliday Trilogy, Vols. 2 and 3 

May 25………....………..…..Closed for Memorial Day 

May 29,30……...…The Society of Georgia Archeology 

July 3,4………....………..Closed for Independence Day 

 

Officers and Executive Committee 

President, Patsy Giles; 1st Vice President, T. Davy Shelton; 2nd Vice President, 

Martha N. Gibson; Secretary, Joseph Tomberlin; Treasurer; Past President, 

Julie Smith; Anita Shelton 
    

Yesterday & Today 
 Newsletter of 

Lowndes County Historical Society 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Donald O. Davis 

 

Museum Staff  

Donald O. Davis  
Executive Director.  

 

Amy Brown  
Textiles and Research.  

 

Harry S. Evans  
Special Collections and Research  

 

Adam Doughty  

Drew Johnson  
Social Media 

 


