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100 Years Ago and Finally a Photo: 

The Valdosta 

Millionaires 
     We had always known of the existence of the Valdosta 

Millionaires baseball teams but had scant information. The 

teams existed four seasons 1913-1916. The biweekly Val-

dosta Times (not the Valdosta Daily Times), from 1905 to 

1912,  are the only digitized years of our local paper. 

    Good fortune came to us at the museum in an email re-

ceived in September 2015, as it included the first ever pho-

to we had seen of any Valdosta Millionaires.  The email 

came from Eric Leininger of Evanston, Illinios. He states 

that his grandfather, Fred Leininger, on the left in the pho-

to, played for the Valdosta Millionaires in 1913.  Eric 

Leininger  was a member of McDonaldôs Corporation 

where he was corporate senior vice president. He now co-

leads the Kellogg Chief Marketing Officer Program at 

Northwestern University. 

    In 1913 the Valdosta Millionaires were one of six teams 

in the Empire State League, the others Thomasville, Way- 

cross, Brunswick, Americus and Cordele. Valdosta won 

the first half of the season, with Cordele second. Thomas-

ville won the second half, with Valdosta placing second. 

Winning the half seasons qualified those two teams to play 

for the pennant which was won by Thomasville.  

    Fred Leininger is recoded in the first box score report in 

the newspaper as playing in the first game on May 2. The 

microfilm of the Valdosta Daily Times shows the game 

played at Magnolia Park. One of the rules of the league 

was limiting each team to 12 players (see page two). 

     The Valdosta Millionaires name was chosen from a 

contest in the newspaper. After the first week the team 

manager ñWhiteyò Morse was relieved of his job as man-

ager. Otto ñDutchò Jordan became the new manager and 

was called ñPrince of the second sacker.ò The town devel-

oped a colloquial name for the Valdosta Millionaires, 

ñOttoôs Otters.ò 

    Professional minor league baseball existed here in 1906 

with the Valdosta All Stars. The Valdosta Millionaires 

followed from 1913-1916. Professional ball returned, 1939 

-1942 and 1946-1958, suspended during WWII. Local au-

thor Lynn Thomas wrote of many of these later players in 

his 2012 book, From Valdosta to the Major Leagues. A 

1919 article in the Pearson Tribune, a former local man 

the editor, had an article on our first town team, the Val-

dosta ñWide Awakesò in 1875, on which he played.  

For More Valdosta Millionaire Information 
The Society of American Baseball Research,SABR, is housed at the 

Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication at 

Arizona State University. Online from 2010 is a 20 page article by 

William F. Ross, III, on ñThe Empire State League: South Georgia 

Baseball in 1913.ò We attempted to contact Mr. Ross to thank him 

for his splendid research and found that he died at age 47 in 2012 

courageously battling cancer. William Francis Marion Ross, III. 

For information on early Valdosta wealth 
Go to the museum website valdostamuseum.com, select Newsletter,  

then July-October 2013, for ñValdosta the Richest City Per Capita.ò 

Fred Leininger and an unidentified player, 1913  Millionaires 
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Two Valdosta Millionaires led to 12 Valdosta Millionaires 
The above photo image was found online recently and was obtained by the museum. We have identified Fred Leininger (from his 

photo on page one) as second from left in this photo. Names found in various 1913 ñbox scoresò  include: Beggins. CF; Bierman, 

SS; VanLandingham, RF; Morse, 1B; Leininger, 3B; McCormick, C; Frank, LF; Stewart, 2B; Rokenbrod, P; Lewis, P; Zellars, CF; 

Winges, P; Jordan, 2B; Hurley, LF; Pierre, C; Schwartz, SS; and Gordon, P. The photograph is by Veran Blackburn. 

The Barnes Produced Images in the 1910s , Very Important to our Local History Record 
Above: From the VHS Class of 1966 are Sally Shingler Kurrie, Valdosta, a Lowndes County Historical Society Trustee, and Mardi 

Barnes Maxwell, Macon. They had just found their old telephone numbers (before CHerry 2 and CHerry 4) in the 1957 directory,  

2467 and  3390-J. The Barnes Drug Company postcards and promotional pamphlets are almost the only photographic record of Val-

dosta in the 1910s. They consist of thirty to forty images of street scenes, homes, churches, banks, industry, and agriculture. They 

are used frequently by the general public and historic preservation consultants alike. The above Barnes post card shows West Hill 

Avenue when looking west. The spire is the Hill Avenue First Christian Church sanctuary, it demolished in the early 1950s. 


