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& 

Today 

100 Years Ago and Finally a Photo: 

The Valdosta 

Millionaires 
     We had always known of the existence of the Valdosta 

Millionaires baseball teams but had scant information. The 

teams existed four seasons 1913-1916. The biweekly Val-

dosta Times (not the Valdosta Daily Times), from 1905 to 

1912,  are the only digitized years of our local paper. 

    Good fortune came to us at the museum in an email re-

ceived in September 2015, as it included the first ever pho-

to we had seen of any Valdosta Millionaires.  The email 

came from Eric Leininger of Evanston, Illinios. He states 

that his grandfather, Fred Leininger, on the left in the pho-

to, played for the Valdosta Millionaires in 1913.  Eric 

Leininger  was a member of McDonald’s Corporation 

where he was corporate senior vice president. He now co-

leads the Kellogg Chief Marketing Officer Program at 

Northwestern University. 

    In 1913 the Valdosta Millionaires were one of six teams 

in the Empire State League, the others Thomasville, Way- 

cross, Brunswick, Americus and Cordele. Valdosta won 

the first half of the season, with Cordele second. Thomas-

ville won the second half, with Valdosta placing second. 

Winning the half seasons qualified those two teams to play 

for the pennant which was won by Thomasville.  

    Fred Leininger is recoded in the first box score report in 

the newspaper as playing in the first game on May 2. The 

microfilm of the Valdosta Daily Times shows the game 

played at Magnolia Park. One of the rules of the league 

was limiting each team to 12 players (see page two). 

     The Valdosta Millionaires name was chosen from a 

contest in the newspaper. After the first week the team 

manager “Whitey” Morse was relieved of his job as man-

ager. Otto “Dutch” Jordan became the new manager and 

was called “Prince of the second sacker.” The town devel-

oped a colloquial name for the Valdosta Millionaires, 

“Otto’s Otters.” 

    Professional minor league baseball existed here in 1906 

with the Valdosta All Stars. The Valdosta Millionaires 

followed from 1913-1916. Professional ball returned, 1939 

-1942 and 1946-1958, suspended during WWII. Local au-

thor Lynn Thomas wrote of many of these later players in 

his 2012 book, From Valdosta to the Major Leagues. A 

1919 article in the Pearson Tribune, a former local man 

the editor, had an article on our first town team, the Val-

dosta “Wide Awakes” in 1875, on which he played.  

For More Valdosta Millionaire Information 
The Society of American Baseball Research,SABR, is housed at the 

Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication at 

Arizona State University. Online from 2010 is a 20 page article by 

William F. Ross, III, on “The Empire State League: South Georgia 

Baseball in 1913.” We attempted to contact Mr. Ross to thank him 

for his splendid research and found that he died at age 47 in 2012 

courageously battling cancer. William Francis Marion Ross, III. 

For information on early Valdosta wealth 
Go to the museum website valdostamuseum.com, select Newsletter,  

then July-October 2013, for “Valdosta the Richest City Per Capita.” 

Fred Leininger and an unidentified player, 1913  Millionaires 
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Two Valdosta Millionaires led to 12 Valdosta Millionaires 
The above photo image was found online recently and was obtained by the museum. We have identified Fred Leininger (from his 

photo on page one) as second from left in this photo. Names found in various 1913 “box scores”  include: Beggins. CF; Bierman, 

SS; VanLandingham, RF; Morse, 1B; Leininger, 3B; McCormick, C; Frank, LF; Stewart, 2B; Rokenbrod, P; Lewis, P; Zellars, CF; 

Winges, P; Jordan, 2B; Hurley, LF; Pierre, C; Schwartz, SS; and Gordon, P. The photograph is by Veran Blackburn. 

The Barnes Produced Images in the 1910s , Very Important to our Local History Record 
Above: From the VHS Class of 1966 are Sally Shingler Kurrie, Valdosta, a Lowndes County Historical Society Trustee, and Mardi 

Barnes Maxwell, Macon. They had just found their old telephone numbers (before CHerry 2 and CHerry 4) in the 1957 directory,  

2467 and  3390-J. The Barnes Drug Company postcards and promotional pamphlets are almost the only photographic record of Val-

dosta in the 1910s. They consist of thirty to forty images of street scenes, homes, churches, banks, industry, and agriculture. They 

are used frequently by the general public and historic preservation consultants alike. The above Barnes post card shows West Hill 

Avenue when looking west. The spire is the Hill Avenue First Christian Church sanctuary, it demolished in the early 1950s. 
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VHS Class of 1966:  Significant Local History Connections 

Including Seven Mayors 
 

The VHS Class of 1966 reunion committee contact-

ed the museum to ask if the museum could be listed 

as an opportunity visit on Saturday, March 5 during 

their 50th year weekend.  Reunion individuals have 

to make fairly short visits to the museum so we try 

to pull items that relate their class ahead of time for 

quick viewing. Many varied and interesting connec-

tions were “discovered” and some are included in 

this newsletter on pages two through five  and on 

page eight. In looking over the class mailing list we 

noticed a more than usual amount of Valdosta 

mayor's children.  Further checking tallied seven 

mayors as fathers or grandfathers. 
 

Mayors and descendants: 

   James M. Beck, top panel left, 1966-70, 1970-72, 

daughter, Betty Gene Beck Birdwell of Marietta, 

Georgia. 

   J. E. “Ed Mathis,” 1948-52, top panel left center, 

grandchildren, Betty Gene Beck Birdwell, Marietta, 

and Ed Mathis, Powell, Ohio. 

  John Bray Giddens, 1952-56, top panel right cen-

ter, daughter, Becky Giddens Bracey, Thomasville. 

   Philip C. Pendleton, 1930-32, top panel right, 

grandson, Emerson Bell, Arlington, Texas. 

   Aubrey J. Stump, 1970-72, right panel top, son, 

Tom Stump, Lake Park.  Sally S. Kurrie, niece. 

   J. D. Ashley, 1934-43, right panel middle, grand-

son, Clay Freeman, Ormond Beach, Florida. 

   Ernest Nijem, 1980-86, right panel bottom, 

daughter, Toni Nijem Varn, Valdosta. 
 

Museum photographs in the panel at left: 

Top: Betty Gene Beck Birdwell near the Mayors 

and Doc Holliday Exhibits. Doc Holliday’s father, 

Henry B. Holliday, also a Valdosta mayor, served in 

the 1870s.  Middle: Becky Giddens Bracey with 

Linda Lastinger Grondahl, Valdosta,  who keeps the 

contact list for the VHS 1966 class. Lower: Emer-

son Bell with  a portrait of his grandfather Pend-

leton. Emerson found numerous family connections 

in exhibits or on display in the museum. 
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Below left; Sharon Lincoln Coleman, Class of 1966, at the Vietnam War Exhibit in the museum. The Naval uniform  in the exhibit 

was donated by her husband Buddy Coleman. They also supplied many photographs of his Vietnam experience, most of which the 

museum has scanned. Also in view is a portion of a memorial to the 22 Lowndes County  casualties in the conflict. Portraits of 

VHS grads Ken Webb, Tex Mullis and Ronald Strobo are included. Below Center: In February, in response to our appeal in our 

previous newsletter, Robert Sowell, Class of 1966, brought in a photo of his  brother, Donald Britton Sowell, a Vietnam casualty. 

At right top: Class of 1966 member Jimmy Thrash of Ap-

pling, Ga (Augusta metro) at  the exhibit covering the ill fat-

ed attempt to rescue hostages from the American Embassy in 

Tehran, Iran in 1980. A 1964 VHS graduate, Air Force pilot 

Lyn McIntosh died in this attempt. His widow Ann Dixon 

was a member of the VHS Class of 1966. Jimmy spoke of 

Ann and her children. Ann died in 2001. The exhibit also 

includes Molly Huckaby Hardy’s death in 1998,  also VHS 

1964, in the US Embassy bombing in Nairobi, Kenya. This 

event brought the name Osama bin Laden to public attention. 

After his death in 2011 it was revealed that Molly was a CIA 

agent within the embassy. Many national and international 

events can be told launching from our local history. 

   Some WWI and WWII textiles  attached to the Class of 

1966 were placed on display for the reunion. John Wesley 

Langdale’s WWII  Naval officer’s uniform was shown. His 

Class of 1966 daughter is Lee Langdale Mikuta, Valdosta. He 

was an Ensign and was promoted to Lieutenant. At right cen-

ter: Denise Cross Dickens of Washington, D.C., and her 

mother Marion Anise Roberts Cross of Valdosta, respectively 

granddaughter and daughter to Ben Hill Roberts, Jr. They are 

photographed with his WWI Naval officer uniform. The mu-

seum also archives additional uniforms belonging to Roberts 

including his white service dress uniform (choker whites). 

Roberts and Langdale also appear in the Chamber of Com-

merce 100 Years Exhibit, both having been Chairman. 

Below, Bottom: Sue Davis Reams, Thomasville, with her 

father’s WWII Army uniform. Textile curator Amy Brown 

really liked the sweater vest, first she had seen. Vests were 

not part of the standard uniform but were knitted by the Red 

Cross, etc., and sent to soldiers. Sue’s father served in the 8th 

Army, Headquarters Division. The collection donated to the 

museum includes Nazi banners, flag, youth knife, insignia, 

medical items  and wooden Dutch shoes as he was quartered 

with a family in Holland who owned a Klompenfabriek. 
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Above: The late Frank 

Christian, father of  Stan 

Christian, Quitman, Class 

of ‘66, was an exceptional 

oral historian. Encouraged 

by many to write his mem-

ories, in 2009, his 35 short 

stories  were published as 

Tales of Old Valdosta. It is 

a valuable local history 

record. Story number “36” 

in the collection, the last, is 

“Mongo Hardee Loved 

Coca-Colas” by Ellis Clary, 

father of Carol Clary Hern-

don, Class of 1966.   

Lloyd Greer Architect 

  At the museum we have continual re-

quests for information on Lloyd Greer 

homes in Valdosta. A particular study of 

his homes with photographs was placed 

on exhibit for the Class of 1966 as Paula 

Greer Walter, Virginia Beach, Virginia is 

a granddaughter. Paula was unable to at-

tend the reunion so two classmate friends 

stood in the gap for her, photo left, Mick-

ey Copeland Gaskins of Valdosta, and 

Julie Groover Chun of Dayton, Ohio. 

Wolinski Collection 

A portion of the Wolinski Collection at the 

museum is several archive boxes of school 

related photographs. These were pulled for 

the Class of 1966 for viewing. Having the 

faculty mothers of three VHS Class of 

1966  members seated in a row, this photo 

caused particularly notice. At left,   Grace 

Thompson, Home Ec, mother of Malinda 

Thompson Pennington, Cumming, Geor-

gia; Mildred Wisenbaker, History, mother 

of Kathryn Wisenbaker Singletary, Bruns-

wick; and Mabel Wolinski, English, moth-

er of Greg Wolinski, Hahira. There is a 

separate VHS photo collection of 55 ar-

chive boxes with close to 5,000 photos. 

Ellis Clary in Museum Baseball Exibit 

Ellis Clary. the father of VHS 1966 classmate Carol Clary Herndon, of 

Valdosta, is in the photo copy, at left  along with baseball great Mickey 

Mantle,  their signatures included. The photo happened to catch Ellis 

Clary with his eye shut, so Clary captioned the photo “Mickey, your 

stories  put me to sleep.” The Valdosta Times reported that Clary spent  

decades in professional baseball, 43 years at the Major League level; 

player, coach, scout. Because of his well publicized humor and 

knowledge of the game he was in constant demand as a guest lecturer 

throughout the United States. Some of his writings are in our archives. 

The SS Valdosta Victory and the McCrary Family 

When VHS 1966 classmate, below, Josephine McCrary Lewis, then of 

Susanville, CA, visited the museum several years ago , she told that her 

family moved after her tenth grade year. She came to see the christening 

bottle and Launch Album for the Valdosta Victory. With 5 sons in 

WWII her grandmother Odessa McCrary was chosen to do the honors in 

Baltimore, MD. Stories  around the ship are fascinating. The museum 

has photos of it docked at Manilla, The Phillipines, and Sasebo, Japan. 
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 2016 New & Renewal  

Memberships 
as of March 31, 2016 

* Denotes Life Membership 

Place of residence listed for those 

Outside of Lowndes County  

The Historical Society Trustees  

and Museum Staff  

greatly appreciate your memberships 

as they affirm our place as an  

important cultural entity in  

Lowndes County and help us  

to fulfill our mission– 

 to collect, preserve and present the 

history of Lowndes County. 

Robert ‘Bob’ Adair 
Fort Worth, TX 

Buzz Akins 

Phil and Cathy M. Alday 

Bucky and April Allen 

Don and Mary Allen 

Bill and Jennifer S. Altman 

Walter Altman 

John and Sandra S. Anderson 

Edwin and Nancy Avera 
South Prince George, VA 

 

Thomas Baird 
Tallahassee, FL 

Chet and Myrna Ballard 

Emerson Bell 
Arlington, TX 

Regina Benvenuti 
Waterford, CT 

Betty Gene Beck Birdwell 
Marietta, GA 

Senator and Mrs. Ellis Black 

Wesley and Sandra Blanchard 

Ronnie N. and Bebo Blanton 

Tomie Jean Blanton 

Vallye J. Blanton 

Bobby Snow Boal 
Atlanta, GA 

Buzz and Mary T. Bowers 
Cumming, GA 

Beth Stanaland Boggs 
Jasper, GA 

Joseph Clem Brannen, DDS 
Atlanta, GA 

James W. Brantley 

Mike Brantley 
Brunswick, GA 

J. Converse Bright 

Dean Nichols Brooks 

Nathan Brown 

Charles E. Bryan 
Atlanta, GA 

Joe Burch 
St. Augustine, FL 

Brad and Ann Burnette 

Jerry N. Byrd 
 

Rep. Amy Carter 

Sharon Colyer Carter 

Allan and Jenny Catoe 

CBJ Industries 
Clint Beeland 

Mrs. Botie Chitty 
Cumming, GA 

Ray and Pat Giles Chitty 

Carolyn B. Christian 

Citizens Community Bank 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Clark 

Jim Clary 

Joe Clary 

Geraldine M. Clifton 

Brian and Laurie Colbert 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Lamar Cole 

Jeanette Cole 
Conifer, CO 

Buddy and Sharon L. Coleman 

Dan and Carolyn Coleman 

Stephen and Kay Coleman 

Wade H. and Geri Coleman 
Highlands, NC 

Pat Colson 
Colson Business Systems 

Sandra Bennett Connell 
Stockton, GA 

George Converse, Jr. 
Cincinnati, OH 

Wayne Coody 
Sarasota, FL 

Ben I. Copeland 
Lakeland, GA 

John L. Copeland 
Nashville, TN 

Martha Coppage 

Dr. and Mrs. Frank Corker 

Dr. Craig O’Quinn Cowart* 
Palm Harbor, FL 

Stanley and Sue Z. Cox 
Convington’s Catering 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cribbs 

George and Marion R. Cross 

James and Dorothy Cruse 
Gainesville, FL 

Dr. Alex M. Culbreth 
 

Rebecca Southwell Daffin 
Panama City, FL 

Jan Shelton Danis 
Bethesda, MD 

Bill Darnell 
Ocean Springs, MS 

Bobby and Ann F. Dasher 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe V. Dasher 

Laura Dasher 

Lynnel Dasher 

Rev. and Mrs. V. L. Daughtery, Jr 

Bill and Camille Davis 
Tallahassee, FL 

Rev. Thomas W. Davis, Jr. 
Athens, GA 

Allen and Joan Dear 

Kelly and Dianne Dees 

Fred DeLoach, Jr. 

John Deming* 
Gulf Port, MS 

Wm. J. Billy Dennis 
Marietta, GA 

James F., Jr. and Marianne T. DeVane 
Mandeville, LA 

Tommy and Alice DeVane 

Marjorie Dickerson 

Marvin and Lyn L. Dickey 

Danny and Linda Evans Douglas 
Dunnellon, FL 

James C. and Jana Davis Douglass 
Boulder City, NV 

J. Michael and Martha Dover 

Virginia Copeland Drumheller 

John K., Jr. and Susan Dukes 
 

W. Gus Elliott 

Mike Esterman 
Monrovia, IN 

Mildred Sheffield Evans 

Harry S. Evans 
 

Ken Ferrell 

Vick Findlay, Sr. 
Royal Palm Beach, FL 

Mike T. Flail 

Otis and Beverly Fletcher 

Dr. Edward and Paula Fricker 

Mrs. Everett Force 

Curtis Fowler 

Barry D. Fuller 

Zella Fuller 
 

Mr. and Mrs. C. David Gallahan 

Martha Norwood Gibson 

Patsy T. Giles 

David Girardin 
East Palatka, FL 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Emil Girardin 

Ransom and Celine Gladwin 

Alan D. Golden 
Braselton, GA 

Ladson and Gayle Golden 

Tim and Ellen Golden 

Lamar Goliveski 

Winn Goodwin 
Augusta, GA 

Dr. Claude Godwin, Ashley Intriago 
Titusville, FL 

Warren C. Graham, Jr. 
Ashburn, VA 

O’Neal and Faye Grant 

Mary D. Gray 

J. Norman Greene 

W. Parker and Dr. Lucy R. Greene 

Joseph Greer 
Gainesville, FL 

Mrs. Mack V. Greer, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Glenn Gregory* 

Archie and Lee Griffin 

Rusty and Barbara Griffin 

Joanne W. Griner 

Mildred Bulloch Griner 
McDonough, GA 
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Carolyn Blecha Hall 
Vallejo, CA 

James W. Hall 

Joe Hall 

Patricia Hall 

Robert  M. Hall 

Thomas and Dixie Haller 

Jim M. and Wanda O. Halter 

Paul ‘Bud’ Hatcher, Jr. 

George and Mary Harrington 

Edward Hart 
Dallas, TX 

Judge George and Lilla Kate Hart 

George Hart, III, MD 
Macon, GA 

Judy S. Hart 

Owen D. and Nelda Harris 

Elizabeth D. Heller 
Lake Placid, FL 

Beulah E. Hennly 

Ed and Rita Hightower 

Michael and Jean Hill 

Sharon Hilton 

Frank and Nancy P. Hjort 

Eugenia G. Hobbs 

Doug Hodges 
Woodbridge, VA 

Daniel Hoffman/Susan Hellstern 

David Hobbs 
Brunswick, GA 

Dr. Charles and Nancy G. Hobby 

Glen and Mary Holcombe 
Orange Park, FL 

Donald L. Holliday 
Alexandria, IN 

Bruce Darby Hornbuckle 
Kennesaw, GA 

IDP Housing, LLC 
Rhett Holmes 

Eleanor Morgan Howard 

Leonard and Myrtis Avera Howell 
Appling, GA 

Norman and Mary June Huggins 

Jeff Hunt 

 

Ronald and Carol Irwin 

Jim E. Jarvis, Jr. 

Brant and Barbara Jenkins 

Alton and Jean Johnson 

Dr. Jerah Johnson 
New Orleans, LA 

Greg L. Johnston 
Houston, TX 

A. Buford Joiner 
Atlanta, GA 

Carl L. Jones, II 
Titusville, FL 

 

Charles and Nina S. King 

Jimmy W. Knight 
Green Cove Springs, FL 

Mary Shepherd Kuntz 
Quitman, GA 

Sally Shingler Kurrie 
 

Ann K. Lackey 

Margaret E. Langdale 

Noah Michael Langdale* 

Atlanta, GA 

W. Sidney Lanier 
Jonesboro, GA 

Robert D. and Melanie Eanes Lasseter 

Lamb P. Lastinger 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lawry 
Evans, GA 

Frances Loudell Laws 

Judy Lawson 

Hank and Claire S. Lee 

Michael C. Lee 
Ray City, GA 

R. Al Lee 
Athens, GA 

Laura Leonard 

Susan Leonard 

Bobbie Lester 

David and Esther Paine Lifsey 
Atlanta, GA 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm H. Liles 
Nashville, TN 

Albert and Jane Little 

Pendleton Little 

Verna Faye Guess Lord 
Ivey, GA 

 

Mary Young Smotherman Manning 

Mike Markham 
Summerfield, NC 

Joy Shelton Matthews 
Alpharetta, GA 

Sis West May* 

Judge and Mrs. Arthur McLane 

Tyson and Mary Sue Z. McLane 

Carol McLeod 

Elaine Parrish McMillan 

Jo Minchew 
Jacksonville, FL 

W. Paul and Brinkley McNeal 

Mary W. McRee* 
Lanier Co., GA 

John and Ginna McTier 

Charles Mixson Miller 
Birmingham, AL 

Dutton Miller 
Miller Hardware Company 

Renate K. Milner 
Cecil, GA 

Leland S. Moore 

Jesse F. Moore 
Gainesville, VA 

Tommy Moore 

Mr. and Mrs. Clay Moseley 

Gretchen Smith Mui 
Silver Spring, MD 

Jay and Connie Mullis 
Birmingham, AL 

Bobbie T. Mullis 

Mark Mullis 
 

Allan and Debbie H. Nagy 

Dorothy E. Neisen 

Walter and Liza Newsome 

Jack S. Newbury 
Squirrel Island, ME 

Margaret M. Nisbet* 
Peachtree City, GA 

Bubba and Debbie Nolan 

William N. Nunn, III 
 

Rebecca Ann Odom 

Doreen Officer 

Catherine Oliver 
Roswell, GA 

Jack and Cheryl Oliver 

Dr. and Mrs. William Oliver 
Macon, GA  

 

Stephen T. Paine 
New York, NY 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Pannell 
Orange, TX 

Dr. David K. and Leslie Parker 

Keven Parks 

James W. Parrish 
Tallahassee, FL 

Catherine Pendleton  

 Helen F. Pendleton 

Leona R. Pendleton 

Scott and Jan P. Pearlman 
Atlanta, GA 

Laura C. Perlman* 

James J. Perryman 

Jeremy Petrella 
Quitman, GA 

Mr. and Mrs. William Pinkston 
Atlanta, GA 

Lynn Pippenger 
Largo, FL 

Ronnie L. Pitcock, Sr. 

Jackie Powell and Gary Higgins 
Salida, CO 

Kay Powell 
Smyrna, GA 

Larry and Shirley Price 
Albany, GA 

 

Bonnie Rainey 

Anita Reams* 

Catherine L. Redles 

Mrs. Sam Register 

Emily Freeman Reiley 

Nell Z. Ricketts  

Dr. Barney J. and Pamela Rickman 

Nell Patten Roquemore 
Lakeland, GA 

Bill Rountree 
Rountree Materials 

Riley and Rhonda Rutland 

E. Greg Ryals 
Mandeville, LA 

 

Shirley P. Sainz 

Fritz H. Scarborough 

Barbara Schmader 

Charlene B. Scholey 
Menifee, CA 

Billy and Betty M. Schroer 
Marietta, GA 
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Elle Scruggs 

Charles and Jean W. Sheffield 

Anita Hatcher Shelton* 

Davy and Susan S. Shelton 

Lynn Shelton 

Richard and Jane Shelton 

Charles ‘Brother’ and Penny Shenton 

Edith V. Shepherd 

Stuart Lynn Simpson 

John Sineath 

Rose Marie Sinnott 

Ken Sloat 
Lakeland, GA 

Clint and Barbara Slocumb 

Albert E. Slone 

Ben and Carol Smith 
Pinetta, FL 

Dr. Briggs and Lane W. Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Smith 

Dr. Marvin and Julie B. Smith 

Russell Martin Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Tildon Smith 

Tony Smith* 
Cartersville, GA 

Robert E. Sowell 

Ben and Jane Stanaland 

James and Teresa S. Steinberg 

Sue Deming Stewart* 
Jackson, MS 

Susan Wade Stewart 

Jeannette B. Strickland 

Kathryn Wisenbaker Strickland 
Brunswick, GA 

Matilda W. Stubbs 

Jan Sumner 

Pete and Sondra Supp 

John and Kate C. Swiderski 
 

Lyn E. Thomas 

Lucy Tomberlin 

Dr. Joseph A. Tomberlin 

John Tomlinson 

Dr. F. D. and Liz Toth 

Jason and Cristina Trotter 
Dublin, GA 

LaQuita Hood Tschetter 
Pompano Beach, FL 

Dr. and Mrs. Loyce Turner* 

Wm. Al Turner 
 

Robert Rouse Vallotton, II 

Mary E. Ventura 
 

Deanna Wagoner 

Buddy and Analese Walker 

Dorothy Noell Walker 
Columbia, SC 

Waunee W. Walker 

David and Sharon Waller 

L. Steve Wansley 

Sam T. Ward 
Riverside, CA 

Dr. and Mrs. Fred A. Ware 

Wilbur C. Warner 
Atlanta, GA 

Gloria Newsome Warren 

Dr. Mary Helen Watson 

Lavelle and Lyndal Webb 

Marjorie Noell West 
Washington, DC 

Hugh and Jerry West 

continued on page 9 

I-75 Artifacts,  

Discovering Area Pottery, 

 and also Bucket Lists 

Above left : VHS Class of 1966 members at the museum: Johnny Miller, Co-

nyers; Bobby King. Brevard, NC; Pat Taylor, Ph.D., Highlands, NC, and Penn 

Wells, Atlanta. While looking at downstairs exhibits one of the guys quizzed Pat 

Taylor, “When did you move to Valdosta?”  He answered that his family moved 

here as his father  was an engineer for Interstate 75 construction. They then ob-

served the exhibit on the Spanish mission site Santa Cruz de Cachipile which 

shows how artifacts uncovered in the construction of I-75 led to the discovery of 

this 1600s mission site. Left; Pat Taylor looks at the booklet The Pottery of 

Stockton: South Georgia’s Only Jugtown, published in 2000. In the mid 1970s, 

when teaching at VHS, he, taking his students, located this pottery site and taught 

about the now collectible Timmerman  pottery. He became the Chair of the De-

partment of Visual Arts at Kennesaw State University for much of his career. 

Mayor of Highlands, NC… and Bucket Lists 
Above right, Pat Taylor and Donald Davis Museum Director.  Though retired, 

Pat is still active in the arts and is mayor of the well chronicled resort town, 

Highlands, NC. His wife Sallie is Chief Exhibitions Officer for The Bascom Cen-

ter. Last summer when relatives vacationing in the Highlands/Cahiers area  invit-

ed Donald up to visit he accepted. Noticing that he was “age 64 on US64,” in a 

resort town where a VHS guy was mayor, he thought it a good bucket list begin-

ning - a photo of  64 on 64. Failing to manage this task while in Highlands, and 

with only 11 days remaining at age 64, it was accomplished with Mayor Taylor 

here in our Valdosta museum. With US84 directly in front of the museum, lets all 

work towards making a photograph of “age 84 on US84.” 
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Memorials 

Frank Butenschon, III 
by 

VHS Class of 1969 

Alfred  E. Willis, Ph.D. 

J. Edward Willis 
 

Dr. Leonard R. ‘Rudy’ Howell, Jr. 
by 

Ed and Nancy Avera 
South Prince George, VA 

Donald O Davis 

Patsy T. Giles 

J. Edward Willis 
 

John Beechwood Lastinger 

‘Johnny B.’ 
by 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Oliver, III 

Roswell, GA 
 

Connie Henderson Mathis 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

Patsy T. Giles 
 

Dr. Deane Mink 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

J. Edward Willis 

Christie Lamar Patterson, Jr. 
by 

Mr. and Mrs. William H Oliver, III 
Roswell, GA 

 

Jane Twitty Shelton 
by 

Gary and Betty Gene Beck Birdwell 
Marietta, GA 

Ginny Bridges Ireland 
Dalton, GA 

Hank and Claire S. Lee 

Malcolm and Marion Liles 
Nashville, TN 

Herman and Susan Viola 
Falls Church, VA 

Bill and Kathy A. Wenck 

 

Jacqueline Norton Wiggins 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

J. Edward Willis 

2016 Membership Application,  Lowndes County Historical Society,  P.O. Box 56,  Valdosta, GA 31603 

Name ______________________________________________________________________  

Address_____________________________________________________________________  

 Phone______________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Category 
 

Individual      $25. ___ 

Family             30. ___ 

Business     25/50. ___ 

Contributing  100. ___ 

Patron            250. ___ 

 Valdosta High School Class of 1966 

On the occasion of their 50th Year Reunion 

In memory of Deceased Classmates 
 

In the Memorial Program:  Andy Ashley, Claudia Bennett, Jerry Bennett, Raymond 

Bryant, Dianne Barnarsky, Bo Carroll, Larry Colson, Don Corbett, Edsel Copeland, 

David Dollens, Ellen Donaldson, Mike Garbutt, Mary Anita Glass, Carolyn Gooch 

Moore, Johnny Gunter, Beth Hayes, Don Hodges, Marimikel Tucker Johnson, Bren-

da Smith Lehman, Ann Dixon McIntosh, Tex Mullis, Jimmy Neal, Bobby M. 

O’Quinn, Linda Radney, Kitty Rider LaPere, Sara Ann Rigsby, Leslie Ann Rykard 

Clayton, Teresa Scruggs, Marsha Singletary, Nancy Slade, Jimmy Snow, Bobby 

Tyler, Annie Joyce Washington, Ken Webb, Johnny Wiggins, Harley Winter. 

Family Memorial 
 

Betty Hutchinson Holcombe 
by 

Glen and Mary Holcombe 
Orange, Park, FL 

 

Gift in Honor 
 

Laura Celeste Shelton 
Atlanta, GA 

by 

David M. Schwartz, Ph. D. 
Marietta, GA 

Fund  for LCHS Museum book purchases 

and other educational needs. The Lowndes 

County Historical Society Board of Trus-

tees and Staff extend our condolences and 

gratitude to the family. 

James and Susan Eye Wheeler 

Butch and Susan Wiggins 

Bion and Jenny J. Williams 

Ron and Lynn Moran Williams 

Emery and Maxine W. Wilson 
Westminster, CA 

Frank and Bettye Wilson 

Mark and Carol C. Wisenbaker 

Dr. Owen and Joann Youles 

Memberships Continued from pg. 8 

At Left:  

Myrtis A. and 

Rudy Howell.  

In memory of  

Dr. ‘Rudy’  

Howell, Jr.,  

1925-2016, 

who graciously 

established The 

Rudolph and 

Lilly Howell 

Endowment  
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Lowndes County Historical Society & Museum 

305 West Central Avenue   Valdosta, GA 31601 
P. O. Box 56   Valdosta, GA 31603 

(229) 247-4780 
Fax:  (229) 247-2840 

E-mails: Museum- research.lchs@gmail.com ; Director- ddavis.lchs@gmail.com 
Web page: 

http://www.valdostamuseum.com 

Yesterday & Today 
is a trademark of the 

Lowndes County Historical Society. 

Museum Calendar of Events 
Officers and Executive Committee 

President, Patsy Giles; 1st Vice President, T. Davy Shelton; 2nd Vice President, 

Martha N. Gibson; Secretary, Joseph Tomberlin; Treasurer, John Bennett; 

Past President, Ex Officio, Julie Smith; Anita Shelton 

January—March 2016………….…...  Annual Membership Drive 

March 25-26………..……………..…. Closed for Easter Weekend 

March 29………….…………………Pines Family Campus Group 

April 30…….…... 25th Anniversary Lake Park Historical Society 

April 30……..……….……………...……………. Patterson Group 

June 24…….…….…….…..Alachua, Florida, Dream Girls Group 

June 25…….…...……..…….50th Reunion Pinevale Class of 1966 

July 2-4…..……….…..………….... Closed for Independence Day 

Yesterday & Today 
 Newsletter of 

Lowndes County Historical Society 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Donald O. Davis 

 

Museum Staff  

Donald O. Davis  
Executive Director.  

 

Amy Brown  
Textiles and Research.  

 

Harry S. Evans  
Special Collections and Research  

 

Adam Doughty  

Drew Johnson  
Social Media 

 


