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Yesterday 

& 

Today 

When old Gornto Road was Dirt 

Editor’s Note: This article is not written to be a fully detailed 

report on Gornto Road, but to stimulate gathering infor-

mation on this subject and other “dirt road” and general 

stories of the 1950s and 60s. We encourage your input.  Sub-

mit information using email research.lchs@gmail.com. 

   Recently, within a few days of each other, Sally Turner 

Querin and Bob Schroer brought images of early Gornto 

Road to the museum either to donate or be scanned.  The 

2013  connector to Woodrow Wilson Drive has brought the 

street increased traffic to the point a center turning lane has 

been proposed for “old Gornto,” it being from Oak Street to 

Jerry Jones Road. 

    It takes people in their later sixties and above to remember 

when Gornto Road was dirt.  My parents moved onto White 

Oak Drive in 1956 when I was age 5. The 2200 block was 

paved then, but for a short while on each end the 2100  and 

2300 blocks were not yet paved. 2300 T-junctions into 

Gornto. Perhaps the main reason people have such vivid 

memories of dirt Gornto Road was  after a rainy period por-

tions of it became a red clay, slip-and-slide, mud churning, 

occasionally treacherous stretch of road.  

    Jane Mixer Sherwood told that even when Gornto was dirt 

her father paved their driveway entrance over the culvert to 

stymie vehicles from sliding into the ditch.  

“It was Awesome” 

   Tony DeGange told a childhood “dirt road” story. Neigh-

borhood kids made a fake snake from garden hose and at-

tached it to a long string. They had fun pulling it across the 

road as a vehicle approached. He told that they ceased snake 

prank operations one day after a man stopped in the road and 

got out of his vehicle to shoot the “snake.” Tony was asked 

what was it like growing up to watch long streets like Gornto 

and Azalea Drive be paved. He replied, “It was awesome.” 

    Duane Dodson also told of Gornto being dirt when his par-

ents built there and his father and Mr. Dasher paying to have 

gas lines run down the alley from Cary Street, to be reim-

bursed as  new home owners connected to the line. At right: 

The image from 1938 is the 

Howell house under con-

struction. It was the first 

home built on  Gornto. Oth-

er Howell and Schroer pho-

tos show that the area early 

was mainly farms and tree-

less. In the photo Lily How-

ell is holding her young 

daughter Annette Howell 

(Turner). whose familiar 

portrait, at left, is displayed 

in the Annette Howell 

Turner Center for the Arts. 

604 Gornto Road - Rudolph & Lily S. Howell Home 
Under construction in 1938. More area photos at museum 
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It Became Gornto’s “Grand Ghost” 

Development in the Area 
The construction that occurred nearby in the 

current swath of old Gornto and its connection 

to Woodrow Wilson Drive reflects a consider-

able time of community development. 

As Examples: 
1953– Northside Baptist Church, November, 

first building, used for early sanctuary 

1954—Valdosta Junior High School 

1955—Pineview General Hospital 

1955– Park Avenue Methodist Church, De-

cember, first building, early sanctuary 

1956—McKey Park land, opens 1957  

1957—Castle Park Shopping Center (now the 

east end of Gornto/ Woodrow Wilson) 

1959—St. Johns the Evangelist Catholic 

School opens new facility on old Gornto Road 

Before Interstate 75 

Another point to notice. These development 

projects precede the construction of Interstate-

75. Valdosta’s main highway corridor was US 

41, Ashley Street, with Patterson Street the US 

41 alternate. The state designation is GA 7.  

  You still approached Valdosta State from 

Patterson Street, rather than Baytree Road, this 

occurring after the opening of I-75. The 

growth near I-75 meant that Valdosta had to 

develop East-West corridors whose need could 

not be imagined or foreseen decades ago.  

Concrete, Camellias and Pecans 

   The areas about and near “Old Gornto” reflect 

noticeable changes in Valdosta as growth oc-

curred after WWII and with the reopening of 

Moody AFB in 1951. 

   When headed north in Valdosta the area of 

Gornto and horizontally east and west across 

town one finds the last “out-cropping” of the 

concrete  perpendicular street markers. Note 

one at the T-junction of Azalea Drive and 

Gornto. They were soon being supplanted by 

metal poles with horizontal street names sign-

age at the top. Should the concrete posts be re-

moved we would appreciate one or two being 

donated  to the museum to exhibit concerning 

this era in Valdosta and Lowndes County. 

   Many of the  gardens of Valdosta from the 

Gornto area and south to downtown are distinc-

tive with considerable plantings of camellias. 

They particularly grace these older areas of our 

city with their beauty. Also of notice on the Old 

Gornto landscape are remnants of pecan groves 

from the era of farms in the area.  

Image page opposite: The map at left is one of several images of representations of old Gornto Road that Bob Schroer donated 

to the museum archives. The map covers old Gornto to the area now just west of St. John’s the Evangelist Catholic Church. No 

roads yet existed between Azalea Drive and Jerry Jones. Alden Avenue is shown, it an old path having been the rail street car 

line from the Fairgrounds to Remerton. We found a similar map that is slightly earlier in our archives after Bob Schroer donat-

ed this copy. Some of the names listed on the map are E. Campbell, E.M. McRae, Mixer (earlier Ulmer), Newbern, Cary 

Mathis, J. H. McLeod, W.S. McRee, Garrison, Pike, Howell, Rice, Eldridge, Paine and Cooper Childress (now St. John’s). The 

Paine is listed earlier as Josie Payne and it became the street and land lots of Berkley Drive south of Two Mile Branch.  

In 2012 Michael W. Kitchens, Valdosta native and now Athens attorney, pub-

lished his book Ghosts of Grandeur, Georgia's Lost Antebellum Homes and 

Plantations. The only Lowndes County inclusion was The Oaks Plantation 

house, photo  below, which was built by Berry Jones before the Civil War. 

For many years this home was reached by Jerry Jones Road (aka Jo-Ree Pond 

Road). Later the Gornto extension to and across Jerry Jones located this 

house in the NW corner of the Jerry Jones/Gornto intersection, now the loca-

tion of the LDS Church. This home was deconstructed after 1965. Much more 

detail is in Kitchen’s book and in Pines and Pioneers by Jane Twitty Shelton. 
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Above: The beginnings of Westover Subdivision. Inspection of the photo indicates that this portion of Gornto Road, the lower 

road in the photo, was freshly paved as dirt from road grading is yet noticeable beside the pavement. The road at left above 

Gornto is Briarwood  Dr.  In the center, with the most housing development, is Westwood Dr. headed towards the Jerry Jones 

entrance to the subdivision and at right off Gornto is Fieldcrest merging into Westwood. When the photo is enlarged the Me-

derer/Langdale home and driveway are visible. Eager Subdivision and Millpond Road were not yet developed. The line of 

trees across the center of the photo is the location of Two Mile Branch. Below right: Map, circa 1954, shows that Gornto did 

not then cross over “Joe Ree Pond Rd.” into the area of the future Westover Subdivision. White Oak did not yet reach Gornto 

and its 2100 block shows the earlier name Vallorbe. Notice that no Loganberry Circle nor streets north off Gornto are shown. 

1964 City Directory 

First listing of Gornto Extension 
It reads: 

Gornto Road EXTN (RD 1) - A continuation of 

Gornto rd. from city limits west and then south 

—— Pilkington Virgil @ 242-2449 

Baytree rd. intersects 

Note: 

The extension area is listed RD 1, Rural Delivery 

Route 1, so no street numbers were used. Street 

numbers developed upon need or convenience in 

the county. Then names and numbers were as-

signed county wide when the 911 Emergency Ser-

vice began. 

A Newer Section of Gornto Road: West from Jerry Jones to Sugar Creek 
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A 

Robert ‘Bob’ Adair 
Fort Worth, TX 

Joyce Aigen 

Buzz Akins* 

Phil and Cathy M. Alday * 

James Edward Alexander *** 
Bluffton, SC 

Marcia Alexander 

Don and Mary Allen 

Allen County Public Library 
Ft. Wayne, IN 

Bill and Jennifer S. Altman 

Walter Altman 

John and Sandra S. Anderson 

B 

Chet and Myrna Ballard 

Charles and Sally S. Barnes *  
Quitman, GA 

Bayman Investments 
Rohn Bayman 

Michael Beck 
Wake Forest, NC 

John R. Bennett * 

Norman and Robin M. Bennett 

Rozzie Rutledge Bird 
Atlanta, GA 

Sen. Ellis and Aletha Black * 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Black 

Wesley and Sandra Blanchard ** 

Ronnie N. and Bebo Blanton * 

Vallye J. Blanton 

Beth Stanaland Boggs 
Jasper, GA 

Robert H. Bohler 
Ft. Worth TX 

Buzz and Mary T. Bowers 
Cumming, GA 

Becky Giddens Bracey 
Thomasville, GA 

Larry Brandon * 

Joseph Clem Brannen, DDS * 
Atlanta, GA 

James Mike Brantley 
Brunswick, GA 

Forest R. Bridges 

J. Converse and Jill Bright * 

Dean Nichols Brooks  *** 

Hilda S. Brown 

Nathan B. Brown 

Charles E. Bryan 
Atlanta, GA 

John Robert Bryan 
Pooler GA 

Joe Burch 
St. Augustine, FL 

Will and Jane Burgsteiner 

Brad and Ann Burnette 

Jerry N. Byrd 

C 

Bob Cannon 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Roy and Donna Cannon 
Atlanta, GA 

Jimmy and Peggy Cox Carter 

Walton and Jan Carter 

Allen and Jenny Catoe 

CBJ Industries ** 
Clint and Jeanna Beeland 

Ray and Peggy S. Chitty * 

Millie J. Chitwood 

Carolyn B. Christian 

Michael and Sally Sue Christopher 

Citizens Community Bank * 

Mr. and Mrs. John Clark 

Tommy A. Clark 
Belmont, MS 

Gee Gee Clarkston 

Jim and Sue Clary 

Joe and Ellen Clary 

Anthony and Vivian Miller-Cody 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Lamar Cole 

Buddy and Sharon Coleman 

Dan and Carolyn  E. Coleman 

Stephen and Kay Coleman 

Wade H. and Geri Coleman 
Highlands, NC 

Colson Business Systems 
Pat Colson 

Sandra Bennett Connell ** 
Stockton, GA 

Tommy and Sharon Connell 

George Converse 
Cincinnati, OH 

Ben I. Copeland * 
Lakeland, GA 

Martha Powell Coppage 

Orrie L. and Francine J. Coppage 

Dr. and Mrs. Frank T. Corker 

Dr. Craig O’Quinn Cowart *** 
Palm Harbor, FL 

Cowart Electric, Inc. 
Tommy Cowart 

Stanley and Sue Z. Cox * 
Covington’s Catering 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cribbs 

Edward and Sara Crow 

Dr. John G. Crowley 

James and Dorothy Cruse 
Gainesville, FL 

Mary L. Culbreth 

D 

Rebecca Southwell Daffin * 
Panama City, FL 

Jan Shelton Danis * 
Bethesda, MD 

Laura B. Dasher 

Mrs. Audrey Dasher 

Rev. and Mrs. V. L. Daughtery, Jr. 

Jason and Emily Davenport *** 

Alan and Laurie Davis 

Bill and Camile Davis 
Tallahassee, FL 

Donald O. Davis 

Roger and Carol Davis 
Alpharetta, GA 

Tony Davis 

Shelly and Esther Decker 
Pinetta, FL 

Kelly and Diane Dees 

Fred DeLoach III 
Sandy Springs, GA 

John Deming *** 
Gulfport, MS 

Jimmy and Marianne T. DeVane * 
Mandeville, LA 

John P. Dennis 

William J. ‘Billy’ Dennis 
Marietta, GA 

Ellen Mackey Dewar * 

Marjorie Dickerson 

Marvin and Lyn L. Dickey *** 

David and Elaine Dillard 

Duane and Anne Dodson 
Panama City Beach, FL 

Danny and Linda Evans Douglas 
Dunnellon, FL 

Dr. Glenn Dowling 
Albany, GA 

Mike and Mary Ann Drumheller * 

John K., Jr. and Susan Dukes * 

E 

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Edmondson* 
Clayton, GA 

Beverly Googe Edwards 

W. Gus Elliott 

Mike Esterman * 
Monrovia, IN 

Ottis and June Everitte 

Phillip and Vickie L. Everitte * 

F 

Jane L. Ferrell 

Ken Ferrell 

Mike T. Flail 

William O. and Beverly Fletcher * 

Melanie Ford ** 

Curtis and Jean Fowler 

Dr. Edward Fricker 

2019 New & Renewal 

Memberships 
  

Place of residence listed for those 

Outside of Lowndes County 
 

The Historical Society Trustees 

and Museum Staff greatly appreciate  

your memberships as they affirm our 

place as an important cultural entity 

in Lowndes County and help us to 

 fulfill our mission— 

To collect, preserve and present 

 the history of Lowndes County 

 
***   designates Life Member 

**   designates Patron Member  

*  designates Contributing Member 

 
2019  Memberships will continue to be 

listed in the next newsletter 
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Barry D. Fuller 

Zella Fuller 

Jeff Fulp 
Erco Worldwide 

G 

Ted and Mickey Copeland Gaskins 

Roberta George 

Patsy T. Giles 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Emil Girardin * 

Dr. Claude Godwin, Ashley Intriago 
Titusville, FL 

Alan D. Golden * 
Braselton, GA 

Tim and Ellen Golden 

Mrs. Winn Goodwin 
Augusta, GA 

Jane Gore/ Brian Greene 

Capt. Warren C. Graham 
Ashburn, VA 

O’Neal and Faye Grant 

Mary  D. Gray 

J. Norman Greene 

Jane B. Greene 
Cook County, GA 

Dr. Lucy R. Greene ** 

Joseph Greer 
Gainsville, FL 

Lee V. Greer 
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Glenn Gregory *** 

Archie and Lee Griffin 

Densol M. Griffin 

Ann Moore Gunter  

H 

James W. Hall, Jr. 

Joe Hall 

Hall Family Holdings, LLLCP 
Sandra L. Hall 

Thomas and Dixie Haller 

Jim and Wanda Halter 

Chris Hamilton ** 
Valdosta-Lowndes County 

Conference Center and Tourism Authority 

George and Mary B. Harrington * 

Nelda Harris 

Tim and Susanna D. Harris 

Edward Hart 
Dallas, TX 

George Hart III, MD 
Macon, GA 

Lila Kate Hart 

Paul ‘Bud’ Hatcher, Jr. 

Robert Hatton 

Jack and Jane F. Hearn * 

Elizabeth D. Heller 
Lake Placid, FL 

Daniel Hoffman/Susan Hellstern * 

Cheryl Helms * 

Ralph and Sara Hendrix 

Beulah Hennly 

Ed and Rita Hightower ** 

Michael and Jean Hill 

Sharon Hilton 

Frank and Nancy Hjort 

David Hobbs 
Brunswick, GA 

Dr. Charles and Nancy G. Hobby 

Glen and Mary Holcombe 
Orange Park, FL 

Sharon Denzer Holland 

Donald L. Holliday 
Alexandria, IN 

Rhett Holmes 
IDP Housing, LLC 

Bruce Darby Hornbuckle 
Kennesaw, GA 

Eleanor Morgan Howard 

Riley and Jenny Beck Howard * 

Julie Ewing Hunt ** 
Tifton, GA 

I 

Jenny Bridges Ireland 
Knoxville, TN 

Ronald and Carol Irwin 

J 

Jim E. Jarvis, Jr. 

Dr. Brantley and Barbara Jenkins 

Alton and Jean Johnson * 

Frank and Jean Johnson 

Gail Connell Johnson 
Lawrenceville, GA 

Greg L. Johnston 
Houston, TX 

Carl L. Jones, II 
Titusville, FL 

K 

William and Sharon Kelly 
Blackshear, GA 

Karen King 

Jayne Nunn Kirk 
Tallahassee, FL 

Jim W. Knight 
Green Cove Springs, FL 

Mary Shepherd Kuntz *** 
Quitman, GA 

Sally Shingler Kurrie 
L 

John Langdale, Jr. 

Margaret E. Langdale 

Noah Michael Langdale *** 
Atlanta, GA 

W. Sidney Lanier 
Jonesboro, Ga 

Lamb P. Lastinger 

Frances Loudell Laws 

Joan Lawson 

Judy Lawson 

Hank and Claire S. Lee 

R. Al Lee 
Athens, GA 

Laura Leonard 

Susan Leonard 

Bobbie Lester 

Willie and Lisa Lewis 
Jacksonville, FL 

David and Esther Paine Lifsey 
Atlanta, GA 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm H. Liles * 
Nashville, TN 

Pat Griffin Lindenmeyer 
Summerville, SC 

Ida Little ** 
Hawthorne, FL 

Pendleton and Paula Little 

Verna Faye Guess Lord 
Ivey, GA 

Michael and Floye Luke 

John M. and Ann Lukens 
M 

Mac Mackey 

Jimmy and Mary Young Manning 

Drs. Dennis and Patricia Marks 

Brian and Margaret B. McDaniel * 
Moultrie, GA 

Robin and Janie McGhin 

Earle S. McKey III 

Judge H. Arthur and Jane McLane 

Tyson and Mary Sue McLane 

Carol J. McLeod 

Mary W. McRee *** 
Lanier County, GA 

John and Ginna McTier 

Beth DeLoach Meeks 

Willis L. Miller III 

Gary and Teresa Minchew 

Skip and Betsy Mixson 
Lakemont, GA 

Jessie F. Moore ** 
Gainesville, VA 

Leland S. Moore 

Michael and Lisa Moore 
Greenville, FL 

Tommy A. Moore 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Clay Moseley 

Jay and Connie Mullis 
Birmingham, AL 

Steve Mullis 
Charlotte, NC 

N 

Alan and Debbie H. Nagy 

Richard Newton 
Atlanta, GA 

Cliff Nichols 

Bubba and Debbie Nolan 

O 

Rebecca Anne Odum * 

Richard and Sherry Nijem Ogden 
Tampa, FL 

Jack and Cheryl Oliver 

Tim and Pam O. Oliver 

Mr. and Mrs. William Oliver 
Roswell, GA 

Dr. and Mrs. William Oliver 
Macon, GA 

P 

Steve and Cathy Pannell 
Orange, TX 

Dr. David and Leslie Parker 

Kevin Parks 

James W. Parrish 
Tallahassee, FL 
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James and Susan Eye Wheeler 

Bob Wiggins 
Cartersville, GA 

Butch and Susan Wiggins * 

Bion and Jenny J. Williams 

Frank C. Williams * 
Wetumpka, AL 

Kathy Veatch Williams 

Alfred Willis, Ph.D. 

J. Edward Willis *** 

Emery and Maxine W. Wilson 
Westminster, CA 

Frank and Bettye Wilson 

John R. and Claire Wiggins Wilson 
Leawood, KS 

James and Judith Wisenbaker 
Huntington Beach, CA 

Mark and Carol C. Wisenbaker 

Lt. Col. and Mrs. Gary T. Wood 

Y 

Dr. Owen and Joann Youles * 

Gretchen McCoy Young 
Powder Springs, GA 

Z 

Dr. Ron and Nancy Zaccari 

Mr. and Mrs. Ashley Paulk * 

Dr. Alvin Payton 

Margo Pearlman ** 

Scott and Jan Pearlman 
Atlanta, GA 

Catherine Pendleton 

Helen Pendleton 

Leona R. Pendleton 

Laura C. Perlman *** 

Charles and Cathy Lester Perry 

James J. Perryman 

Jeremy Petrella 
Quitman, GA 

Lynn Pippenger ** 
Largo, FL 

Ronnie L. and Jaden Pitcock 

Kay Powell 
Smyrna, GA 

Jackie W. Powell 
Salida, CO 

Larry and Shirley Price 
Albany, GA 

Q 

Sally Turner Querin 
R 

Bonnie Rainey 

Anita Reames *** 

Catherine L. Redles 

Brenda Rackley Register 

Emily Freeman Reilly 

Dr. Anita B. Renfroe 
Fernandina Beach, FL 

Lynda Richardson 

Ken and Electa Rickett * 

Allan and Nell Z. Ricketts 

Dr. Jay and Pamela Rickman 

Joseph and Diane S. Rodgers 

Ralph and Lark D. Russell 

Riley and Rhonda Rutland 

S 

Dr. Richard T. and Debbie Saeger 

Shirley P. Sainz * 

Charles and Jan Samuels 
Lakeland, FL 

Barbara Schmader 

Kay Schnitker 
Madison, FL 

Charlene B. Scholey 
Menifee, CA 

Martiele Sineath Schroder 
Atlanta, GA 

Billy and Betty Schroer * 
Marietta, GA 

Jean Wells Sheffield 
Marietta, GA 

Anita Hatcher Shelton *** 

Davy and Susan Shelton 

Lynn Shelton 

Richard and Jane Shelton 

Charles ‘Brother’ and Penny Shenton 

Jane Mixer Sherwood 

Brenda W. Shiver 

O. B. “Sonny” and Paula Shroyer 

Stuart Lynn Simpson 

Ken Sloat 
Dayton, OH 

Clint and Barbara Slocumb 

Albert E. and Delane Slone 

Ben and Carol Smith 

Carl L. Smith 

Joe Glenn and Marie Converse Smith 

Lota B. Smith 

Russell Martin Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Tildon W. Smith * 

Tony Smith *** 
Cartersville, GA 

Robert E. Sowell 

Ben and Jane Stanaland 

Don and Dee Dee Stanley * 

James and Teresa Steinberg 

Sue Deming Stewart *** 
Jackson, MS 

Susan Wade Stewart 

Virginia Mixson Story 
Shelby, NC 

Julie Scott Street 

Jeanette B. Strickland 

Kathryn Wisenbaker Strickland 
Brunswick, GA 

Matilda W. Stubbs 

Jan Sumner 

Pete and Sondra Supp 

John and Kate C. Swiderski * 

T 

Rev. and Mrs. David Tart 

Lynn E. Thomas 

Gene and Janet Toffolo 

Lucy Tomberlin 

Dr. F. D. and Liz Toth 

Wm. Al Turner 

Dr. and Mrs. Loyce Turner *** 

Susan Parramore Turner 
Powder Springs, GA 

V 

Robert Rouse Vallotton, II 

W 
Deanna Wagoner ** 

Buddy and Analease Walker 

Dorothy Noell Walker 
Columbia, SC 

Waunee W. Walker 

L. Steve Wansley 

Sam T. Ward 
Riverside CA 

Dr. and Mrs. Fred A. Ware 

Wilbur C. Warner 
Atlanta, GA 

Dr. Mary Helen Watson 

Bill and Kathy Adams Wenck * 

Hugh and Jerry West * 

Marjorie Noell West 
Washington, D.C. 

Reeves and Amy West 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 

Gifts in Honor of 
 

J. Edward Willis 
Recognitions In Celebration  

of his 

90th  Birthday 
 

by 

Richard and  Jane Shelton 
 

The Valdosta Chapter 

Sons of the American Revolution 
 

Col. Ebenezer Folsom Chapter 

National Society Daughters  

of the American Revolution 

Valdosta, Georgia 
 

Donald O. Davis 
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HELP  NEEDED:    Preparing for expansion into the Bird Hospital annex the museum staff is extremely busy. In this 

newsletter are a few of the  many kindergarten class photos in our archives. We need your help in identifying those in the 

photos on pages 8, 9 and 10. You can enlarge the photos as this newsletter is online at valdostamuseum.com.  

Please send identifications via email to research.lchs@gmail.com 

Above and below: First Methodist Church Kindergarten,  the director was Martha McKey, above right 
The 1956-57 First Methodist kindergarten photo, not shown here, was the first from this church donated to the museum. Es-

ther Paine Lifsey of Atlanta made the donation, it having almost complete identification. Learning that Martha W. McKey 

began leading the Methodist kindergarten after the death of her husband, Dr. Earle S. McKey. Jr., we contacted Earle S. 

McKey III for information. Soon he donated the photos on this page and several more. They do not yet have persons identi-

fied. Wyn Miller is definitely recognizable on row two in the 1952-53 photo. In the 1954-55 photo below we think we recog-

nize Rick Winston, Charles Joyner, Barbara Pearlman Soshnik, Stan Cox and Charlotte Cunningham Ford.  
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Above: Katrina Tayman’s Kindergarten at Christ Episcopal Church. Current Lowndes County Historical Society members rec-

ognized in this photo include Marvin Dickey, Teresa Sherwood Steinberg, Peggy Sikes Chitty, Rozzie Bird and Joe Hall. Lane 

Giddens donated the photo and is preparing an album of his mother's kindergarten classes. Below: Bob Schroer recently donat-

ed the photo of Mother Goose Kindergarten. Also in the photo appear to be Glenn Davis and Chip Story. Chip Blackburn re-

cently donated several years of photographs from his mother’s kindergarten classes at Christ Episcopal Church. 
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Gift in Recognition 
of the 

 

The Lowndes County  

Historical Society & Museum 
for efforts in the Preservation of  

and in the Presentation of 

Local & Family History 

 
By the 

Col. Ebenezer Folsom Chapter 

National Society 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

Valdosta, Georgia 

The Lowndes County 

Historical Society & Museum 

Gratefully Recognizes  

 

a Memorial Donation 

In Remembrance of Classmates 
 

By the 

Valdosta High School  

Class of 1949 

On the occasion of their 

70th Year Reunion 

The photograph above was donated to the museum by Charlotte 
Cunningham Ford. It was among items her mother Lois Cunning-
ham had preserved pertaining to her late brother Stan, he seated 
front right. We do not know if this was a First Baptist Church 
kindergarten or Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt. Several chil-
dren have been identified while this newsletter was  being pre-
pared for the  printer. These include Mike Fambrough and moth-
er, Mike Crown, Al Willis and others. You can enlarge this photo 
by calling up this newsletter on our website valdostamuse-
um.com. Email identifications to research.lchs@gmail.com . 

More Mixson-Bird Hospital Births  
Mixson-Bird births reported since the last newsletter. 

Dorothy Drexel (St. Pierre)   born December 23, 1929 

currently resides in Thomasville 

Betty “Ruth” Harp  (Butler)  born December 21, 1932 

currently resides in Valdosta 

We plan a special listing of Bird Hospital births known before 

Our Grand Opening. 
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Henry Edison ‘Eddie’ Bentley            
by 

J. Edward Willis 
 

Geraldine McLeod Clifton 
by 

Orrie L. and Francine Coppage 

Donald O. Davis  

Patsy T. Giles 

Beulah Exum Hennly 

Ed and Rita Hightower 

Carol J. McLeod 

J. Edward Willis 
 

Helen Virginia Register 

Courson 
by 

J. Edward Willis 
 

George Hilliard ‘Red’  Cross 
by 

Mary D. Gray 

Patsy T. Giles 

Dr. Calvin and Sue D. Reams 
Thomasville, GA 

 

Robert Thomas Daugharty, Sr. 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

Mary D. Gray 

Hank and Claire S. Lee 

John T. and Ginna McTier 

Betty Jean Hinely Thomason 
Satsuma, FL 

 

Fred DeLoach, Junior 
by 

Patsy T. Giles 

Beulah E. Hennly 

J. Edward Willis 
 

Hubert Dale Edwards 
by 

J. Edward Willis 
 

Blakley Drewry ‘Blake’ Ellis 
by 

Mary D. Gray 

Memorials 

Name ______________________________________________________________________  

Address_____________________________________________________________________  

Phone______________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Category 
 

Individual      $25. ___ 

Family             30. ___ 

Business    25/50. ___ 

Contributing  100. ___ 

Patron            250. ___ 

2019 Membership Application,  Lowndes County Historical Society,  P.O. Box 56,  Valdosta, GA 31603 

Frank Eldon Eye 
by 

J. Edward Willis 

 

George Willard Flythe, Jr. 
Athens, GA 

by 

Hank and Claire S. Lee 

 

Dr. William Neville 

‘Bill’ Gee, Jr. 
by 

Donald O. Davis 

 

Woodbridge Parker Greene 
by 

Mary D. Gray 

 

Mary Ann  Miles 

 Dowling Heard 
Macon, GA  

by 

Patsy T. Giles & Daughters 
Lisa G. Gilchrist 

Linda G. Robling & 

Sherry G. Corker 
San Raphael, CA 

Mary D. Gray 

 

Madlyn Peace Hightower 
by 

Patsy T. Giles 

Beulah E. Hennly 

 

Kimberly Miley Holcombe 
by 

J. Edward Willis 

 

Milton Bryant Martin, Jr 
by 

Wade  H. and Geri Coleman 
Highlands, NC 

 

Bobbie Ann Burns Mitchell 
by 

Mary D. Gray 

 

Margaret Davenport Nisbet 
Peachtree City, GA 

by 

Beulah E. Hennly 

 

Dorothy ‘Dot’ Dalton Paine                    
by 

Mary D. Gray 

John David and Esther P. Lifsey 
Atlanta, GA 

 

Bonnie Peck Rogers 
by 

J. Edward Willis 

 

W. Frank Rouse  
by 

John David and Esther P. Lifsey 
Atlanta, GA 

 

John Lawrence ‘Jack’ Rudolph 
by 

Mary D. Gray 
 

Berry Jackson ‘Jack’ Sullivan 

& Suzanne Gardner Sullivan 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 

by 

Mary D. Gray 

 

Charles Ollie Templeton, Jr. 
by  

Mary D. Gray 

John T. and Ginna McTier 

 

Dr. Joseph A. Tomberlin 

& Norma Maxwell Tomberlin 
by 

Mary D. Gray 

 

Julia Bess Smith Scott 
by 

Mary D. Gray 

 

Frank Adams Strickland, Jr. 
by  

Mary D. Gray 

 

Jeffery Todd Wells 
by 

Patsy T. Giles 
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Lowndes County Historical Society & Museum 

305  West Central Avenue  
P.O. Box 56   Valdosta, GA 31603 

(229) 247-4780 
Fax:  (229) 247-2840 

E-mail:  research.lchs@gmail.com & ddavis.lchs@gmail.com 
 

Web page: 
http://www.valdostamuseum.com 

Yesterday & Today 
is a trademark of the 

Lowndes County Historical Society. 

         Museum Calendar of Events & Dates 
 

Officers and Executive Committee 

President, Patsy Giles; 1st Vice President, T. Davy Shelton; 2nd Vice President, 

Martha N. Gibson; Secretary, Sally S. Kurrie; Treasurer, John R. Bennett; 

Past President, Ex Officio,  Julie Smith; Anita Shelton 

 

July 11 & 25 …..………….Valdosta D.A.R.E. Groups at the Museum 

August 28…………………...……... Board of Trustees Meeting 3 p.m. 

September 26…..……...Society Membership Business Meeting 4 p.m. 

October 4……..Museum Keynote Speaker at State UDC Convention 

October 18…………... Tallahassee Seniors at Museum and Bus Tour 

November 9-11……...…………...Closed for Veteran’s Day Weekend 

November 20…….….....Museum Speaker at James Jackson NSDAR 

November 28, 29 & 30……………………....Closed for Thanksgiving 

Yesterday & Today 
 Newsletter of 

Lowndes County Historical Society 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Donald O. Davis 

 

Museum Staff  

Donald O. Davis  
Executive Director.  

 

Amy Brown  
Textiles and Research.  

 

Harry S. Evans  
Special Collections and Research 

 
Vickie Ledbetter Everitte, Volunteer 

Logan Mabey, Intern 

Adam Doughty, Volunteer Social Media 

Drew Johnson, Volunteer Social Media  

 


