
Newsletter of the 

Lowndes County Historical Society 
Chartered September, 1967 

 

305 W. Central Avenue 
Valdosta, Georgia   31603  

 
 

April, May June 2020    VOL. XLIX      NOS. 4,5,6 

© 2001 Lowndes County Historical Society 

Yesterday 

& 

Today 

Cheering for Community: 
We cheer as we will begin to 

 Build our Nation and Community Again 

  In researching for this newsletter the above photograph caught our attention as a symbol of community spirit. Tak-
en from the 1952 VHS yearbook, it should become an iconic image for Patterson Street. Modern techniques should 
allow for enhancement of the cheerleader images or they could be sketched or painted.  
 

“Better Days are Ahead Valdosta,”  Coleman Talley Law 
 

The storyline: The  bandaged football player represents Lipsey of Tifton The VDT sports headline after the 1950 season game 
read “Lipsey 33—Valdosta 13.” In this 1951 season VHS won the Class A State Championship. There were losses to Albany 
and Moultrie but they were Class AA teams. At this time in Lowndes County only VHS and the historically black high schools 
had football teams. See page six for cheerleader information. 
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Museum honored to receive Air Force Uniforms:  
Major General Lee V. Greer 

To the present,  
Major General Lee V. Greer  

 has attained the highest active duty 
 military rank of any Valdosta native.  

 
     In May of 2018 Major General Lee Greer, Retired, 
visited the museum with his brothers–in-law Judge 
Richard M. Cowart of Valdosta and David Hansen of 
Wetumpka, AL. (photo below) 
     While at the museum Greer quizzed concerning 
items the museum accepted and told of his military 
uniforms. Learning his record we told him that we 
would be most honored to receive his uniforms and 
also a biography of his career. 
   In September of 2019 Gen. Greer made a return visit 
to the museum bringing uniforms and military insignia 
for acquisition. Photo left below. Currently, this collec-
tion has been processed and can be viewed on the mu-
seum website in the Korea-Vietnam area of military 
textiles. The Acquisition Number is 2019-90. 
    The photo of Major General Greer, immediate left,  
in military uniform, is taken from the U.S. Air Force 
Biography Display website.  This site documents 
Greer's military career and we included the information 
on the museum website with the photos of his uni-
forms. 

Excerpt from the USAF Biography Display 
 “The general is a command pilot with 5,000 flying 
hours. His military decorations and awards include the 
Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf 
cluster, Air Medal with seven oak leaf clusters, Joint 
Services Commendation Medal, Combat Readiness 
Medal and Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with 
Silver Star.” 
  The museum looks forward to featuring Gen. Greer’s 
uniforms when we can begin preparing new and updat-
ed exhibits. 
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   Lee and Rosemary Greer currently reside in Fair Oaks 
Ranch, TX and are Lowndes County Historical Society 
members. They have many relatives living in Valdosta  and 
Lowndes County. 
 

     Lee Greer’s early diverse activities reflect to the future 
showing him as certainly capable of leadership positions. His 
VHS activities ranged from band, state solos; to club leader-
ship including Key Club to Hi-Y president;  yearbook staff, 
to the baseball and football teams.  He was his Sophomore 
class Vice-president and Junior Class President. He was also 
a member of the inaugural Student Council at VHS formed 
during the 1951-52 school year. 
    The football team won the state championship in both 
Greer’s Junior, 1951, and Senior, 1952, football seasons, 
Wright Bazemore coach. 
    Another activity was being president of the V-Club his 
senior year, it promoting participation in sports, clean sports-
manship and encouraging high scholastic standards among 
athletes.  
   In the photo at right with Lee Greer is Noel George, V-
Club Vice President. In 1959 Noel George joined the faculty 
(math) at Lowndes County High School (Golden Eagles) to 
eventually lead baseball for the Lowndes High Vikings. His 
devotion and success led to the naming of Noel George 
Field. Information on line gives a proper and interesting trib-
ute to Noel George. 
   In continuing to flip  pages of the yearbook we find that 
Patsy Carroll Smith, below, and Noel George, at right, were 
voted Who’s Who Most Popular by their 1953 classmates 

Photo at left: 
Lee Varnedoe Greer as 
a 1953 senior at Val-

dosta High School. He 
is the youngest of the 

eight  Lloyd Barton, Sr., 
and Julia Winn Varne-

doe Greer,  children (six 
grew to adulthood.) 

 
At right: The future 

Gen. Greer and Rose-
mary Clark, voted 
Who’s Who Cutest 

Couple by their 1953 
VHS classmates. The 
couple will celebrate 

their 65th wedding an-
niversary in 2020. 

At left:  Patsy Carroll Smith, a 
member of the Class of ‘53 was 
a well known and appreciated 
art teacher and community art-
ist. The 1953 photos in this 
newsletter are from her year-
book which was donated to the 
museum. In her yearbook, the 
college her classmates attended 
is scripted on their photograph, 
thus “Ga. Tech” on the photo of 
Lee Greer. 
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2020 New & Renewal 
Memberships 

 
(Received by April 15)   

Place of residence listed for those 
Outside of Lowndes County 

 

The Historical Society Trustees 
and Museum Staff greatly appreciate  
your memberships as they affirm our 
 place as an important cultural entity 

in Lowndes County and help us to 
 fulfill our mission— 

To collect, preserve and present 
 the history of Lowndes County 

 

***   designates Life Member 
**   designates Patron Member  

*  designates Contributing Member 

Robert Adair 
Ft. Worth, TX 

Joyce Aigen 
Thomas “Buzz” Akins, Jr. 

Marcia Alexander 
James Edward Alexander*** 

Bluffton, SC 

Phil H. and  Cathy M. Alday* 
Charles and Letty Allen 

Don and Mary Allen 
Allen County Public Library 

Fort Wayne, IN 

Altman & Barrett Architects 
Bill and Jennifer S. Altman 

John and Sandra S. Anderson 
 

Ann Bagley 
Chet and Myrna Ballard 

Quitman, GA 

JoAnn Daniel Bassford 
Michael Beck 

Wake Forest, NC   

Emerson and PJ Bell* 
Arlington, TX 

Norman and Robin M. Bennett 
David and Becky Bentley 

Rozzie Rutledge Bird 
Atlanta, GA 

Dr. Michael and Krystie Black 
 

Ronnie and Bebo Blanton 
Vallye J. Blanton 

Joseph Clem Brannen, DDS* 
Atlanta, GA 

Wesley and Sandra Blanchard 
Beth Stanaland Boggs 

Jasper, GA 

Robert Bohler 
Ft. Worth, TX 

Ron and Tammy Borders 
Buzz and Mary. T. Bowers 

Cumming, GA 

Becky Giddens Bracey 
Thomasville, GA 

Mike Brantley 
Brunswick, GA 

Hilda S. Brown 
Converse and Jill Bright 

Dean Nichols Brooks *** 
Paul and Amy Brown 

Charles E. Bryan 
Atlanta, GA 

J. Robert Bryan 
Pooler, GA 

John Buckholts 
Forest Park, GA 

R. Brad and Ann Burnett 
Jerry N. Byrd 

 
Roy and Donna Cannon 

Atlanta, GA 

Jeff and Caroline D. Carpenter 
Beaufort, SC 

Fred and Brenda Rackley Carter 
Jimmy and Peggy Cox Carter 

Walton T. and Jan Carter 
Allan and Ginny Catoe 
ChemX Pest Control 

Ray and Peggy S. Chitty* 
Millie J. Chitwood 

Michael and Sally Sue Christopher 
Citizens Community Bank* 

John H. Clark 
Tommy A. Clark 

Belmont, MS 

Jim and Sue Clary 
Joe and Ellen  Clary 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Lamar Cole 
Jeannette Cole 

Conifer, CO 

Buddy and Sharon Coleman 
Dan and Carolyn Coleman 
Steven and Kay Coleman 
Wade and Geri Coleman 

Highlands, NC 

Sandra Bennett Connell** 
Tommy and Sharon Connell 

George L. Converse 
Cincinnati, OH 

Ben I, Copeland* 
Martha P. Coppage 

Orrie L. and Francine J. Coppage 
Dr. Craig O’Quinn Cowart *** 

Palm Harbor, FL 
Stan and Sue Cox* 

Covington’s 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cribbs 

Jane Crabtree Crick 
Marion R. Cross 

Edward and Sara Crow 
James and Dorothy Cruse 

Gainesville, FL 
Mary L. Culbreth 

 
Rebecca Southwell Daffin* 

Panama City, FL 
Jan Shelton Danis* 

Bethesda, MD 
Audrey T. Dasher * 

Bobby and Ann Dasher 
Bette Jean Daugharty 

Rev. and Mrs. V. L. Daughtery, Jr. 
Jason and Emily Davenport *** 

Alan and Laurie Davis 
Bill and Camille Davis 

Tallahassee, FL 

Donald O. Davis 
Roger and Carol Davis 

Alpharetta, GA 

Rev. and Mrs. Tom Davis, Jr. 
Athens, GA 

Allan and Joan Dear** 
Shelly and Esther Decker 

Pinetta, FL 

Kelly and Diane Dees 
Fred DeLoach III 
Sandy Springs, GA 

John Deming *** 
Gulfport, MS 

John P. Dennis 
William T. Billy Dennis 

Marietta, GA 

Jimmy and Marianne T. DeVane* 
Mandeville, LA 

Tom and Alice DeVane 
Ellen Mackey Dewar* 
Marjorie F. Dickerson 

Marvin and Lyn L. Dickey*** 
David and Elaine Dillard 

Duane and Anne B. Dodson 
Panama City Beach, FL 

Danny and Linda Evans Douglas 
Dunellon, FL 

Mike and Martha Dover 
Dr. Glenn Dowling 

Albany, GA 

Mike and Mary Ann Drumheller* 
John K. and Susan Dukes** 

 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen W. Edmondson 

Clayton, GA 

Beverly G. Edwards 
John Kent and Vikki Edwards 

W. Gus Elliott 
Mike Esterman* 

Monrovia, IN 

Harry S. Evans 
Mildred S. Evans 

Philip and Vickie Everitte* 
Ottis and June Everitte 

 
Gloria Ferrell 

Peachtree City, GA 

Ken U. Ferrell 
William O. and Beverly Fletcher* 

Curtis and Jean Fowler 
Barry and Fran Fuller 

Zella O. Fuller 
Jeff Fulp* 

Erco Worldwide 
 

Ted and Mickey C. Gaskins 
Patsy T. Giles 

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Girardin 
Ransom and Celine Gladwin 

Claude Godwin/ Ashley Intriago 
Titusville, FL 

Alan and Dale Golden* 
Braselton, GA 

Ladson and Gayle Golden 
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Tim and Ellen Golden* 
Winn K. Goodwin 

Augusta, GA 

Capt. Warren C. Graham 
Ashburn, VA 

O’Neal and Faye Grant 
Mary D. Gray 

Brian Greene/Jane Gore* 
Jane B. Greene 
Cook Co., GA 

Lucy R. Greene, PhD* 
Norman Greene 

Lee V. Greer 
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 

Joseph A. Greer 
Gainesville, FL 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Glenn Gregory *** 
Archie and Lee Griffin 

Barbara T. Griffin 
Densol M. Griffin 

 
James W. Hall, Jr. 

Joe Hall 
Sandra L. Hall 

Thomas and Dixie Haller 
Jim and Wanda O. Halter 

Chris Hamilton 
Valdosta-Lowndes County 

Conference Center & Tourism Authoiry 
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Hamm* 
Tim and Susanna D. Harris 

Edward Hart 
Dallas, TX 

Dr. George H. Hart, III 
Macon. GA 

Lilla Kate Hart 
Lee and Linda Beggs Hatcher 

Paul B. Hatcher, Jr. 
Robert M. Hatton 
Elizabeth Heller 
Lake Placid, FL 

Cheryl V. Helms 
Ralph and Sara Hendrix 
Beulah Exum Hennly 

Edward and Rita Hightower** 
Frank and Nancy Hjort 

David Hobbs 
Brunswick, GA 

Dr. Charles and Nancy Hobby 
Daniel Hoffman/Susan Hellstern** 

John and Ximena Holcombe 
Bruce Darby Hornbuckle 

Kennesaw, GA 

Eleanor M. Howard 
Riley and Jenny Howard* 

Julie Ewing Hunt** 
Tifton, GA 

 
IDP Properties* 
Rhett Holmes 

Ron and Carol M. Irwin 
 

Brantley and Barbara Jenkins 
Gail Connell Johnson 

Lawrenceville, GA 

Jean Johnson 
 

William Spain Kelly, Jr. 
Blackshear, GA 

James W. Knight 
Penny Farms, FL 

Philip and Debbie Knighton 
Madison, FL 

Mary Shepherd Kuntz *** 
Quitman, GA 

 
John W. Langdale, Jr. 
Margaret E. Langdale 

Noah Michael Langdale *** 
Atlanta, GA 

W. Sid Lanier 
Jonesboro, GA 

Lamb P. Lastinger 
Loudelle Laws 
Joan Lawson* 
Julie M. Lee 

Michael C. Lee 
Ray City, GA 

R. Al Lee 
Athens, GA 

Laura Leonard 
Susan Leonard 

Bobbie W. Lester 
David and Esther Paine Lifsey* 

Atlanta, GA 

Malcolm H. Liles* 
Nashville, TN 

Pat Griffin Lindenmeyer 
Summerville, SC  

Ida Little** 
Hawthorne, FL 

Verna Faye Guess Lord 
Ivey, GA 

Michael and Floye Luke 
 

Mac Mackey 
Jimmy and Mary Young Manning  

Drs. Dennis and Patricia Marks 
Gretchen B. McCoy 
Powder Springs, GA 

Brian and Margaret Mc Daniel* 
Moultrie, GA 

Robin and Janie McGhin 
Dr. and Mrs. John McGowan 

Earle S. McKey III 
Judge and Mrs. Arthur McLane* 

Carol J. McLeod 
Elaine P. McMillan 

Mary W. McRee *** 
Lanier Co., GA 

John and Ginna McTier 
Medical Claim Solutions, Inc. 

Renate Milner 
Cecil, GA 

Beth DeLoach Meeks 
Evan Miller 

Jonathan and Maggie Miller* 
Wyn Miller* 

Gary and Teresa R. Minchew 
Skipper and Betsy Mixson  

Lakemont, GA 

Floyd B. Moon 
Jesse F. Moore** 

Gainesville, VA 

Leland S. Moore 

Tommy Moore 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Clay Moseley 

Gretchen Smith Mui 
Silver Springs, MD 

Jay and Connie Mullis 
Pelham, AL 

Mark Mullis 
Steven Mullis 
Charlotte, NC 

 
Alan and Debbie H. Nagy 

Cliff Nichols 
Bubba and Debbie Nolan 

 
Rebecca Anne Odom 

Tom W. Odom 
Lake Worth, FL 

Sherry Cowart Ogden 
Tampa, FL 

Jack and Cheryl Oliver 
Dr. and Mrs. William Oliver 

Macon, GA 

William H. Oliver III 
Roswell, GA 

Ferne Elizabeth O’Quinn 
Key Stone Heights, FL 

 
Park Terrace Properties 

T. Gooding    
Steve and Cathy Pannell 

Orange, TX 

Stephen T. Paine* 
New York, NY 

Dr. David and Leslie Parker* 
Keven Parks 

Alex Parramore 
Madison, GA 

James W. Parrish 
Tallahassee, FL 

Dr. Alvin Payton, Jr. 
Margot Pearlman** 

Scott and Jan Pearlman 
Atlanta, GA 

Catherine Pendleton 
Helen F. Pendleton 
Leona R. Pendleton 

Laura C. Perlman *** 
Charles and Cathy L. Perry 
Bernard and Shena Perry 

James J. Perryman 
Jeremy Petrella 

Quitman, GA 

Lynn Pippinger ** 
Largo. FL 

Jackie Powell 
Littleton, CO 

Kay Powell 
Smyrna, GA 

Larry and Shirley Price 
Albany, GA 

 
Sally Turner Querin 

 
Bonnie F. Rainey 
Anita Reams *** 

Catherine L. Redles 
Eve Hanahan Renfroe* 

Allan and Nell Z. Ricketts 
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Dr. Jay and Pamela Rickman 
Emily Freeman Riley 
Nell P. Rocquemore 

Lakeland, GA 

Joe and Diane S. Rodgers 
Ralph R. Russell 

Riley and Rhonda Rutland 
 

Shirley P. Sainz*** 
Kay Schnitker 

Madison, FL 

Lynn Shelton 
Charlene B. Scholey 

Menifee, CA 

Martiele Sineath Schroder 
Marietta, GA 

Billy and Betty Schroer* 
Marietta, GA 

Janet Booth Scott 
SCV, James Rouse Carter 

Jean Wells Sheffield 
Marietta, GA 

Anita Hatcher Shelton *** 
Davy and Susan S. Shelton 
Richard and Jane Shelton* 
Brother and Penny Shenton 

Sonny Shroyer 
Stuart Lynn Simpson 

John T. Sineath 
Ken Sloat 
Dayton, OH 

Clint and Barbara Slocumb 
Ben and Carol Smith 

Carl Smith 
Dan Smith 

Nahunta, GA 

Dennis and Leigh P. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Glenn Smith 

Lota B. Smith 
Randall L. Smith* 

Russell Martin Smith 
Emily Smotherman 

Tucker, GA 

Robert B. Sowell 
Ben and Jane Stanaland 

Don and DeeDee Stanley * 
James and Teresa S. Steinberg 

Sue Deming Stewart *** 
Jackson, MS 

Susan Wade Stewart 
Dr. William & Virginia Mixson Story* 

Shelby, NC 

Jeannette B. Strickland 
Kathryn Wisenbaker Strickland 

Brunswick, GA 

Matilda W. Stubbs 
Jan Sumner 

Pete and Sondra D. Supp 
John and Kate C. Swiderski 

 
Helen Preston Tapp* 

Atlanta, GA 

Rev. and Mrs. David Tart  
James and Rhonda Thagard 

Lynn E. Thomas 
Brenda Thrasher 
Sara M. Tillman 

Gene and Janet Toffolo* 
Lucy Tomberlin 
John Tomlinson 

F.D. and Liz Toth 
Dr. and Mrs. Loyce Turner *** 

Susan Parramore Turner 
Powder Springs, GA 

Wm. Al Turner 
 

Robert Rouse Vallotton II 
 

The Patterson Street cheerleaders, 1952 yearbook: Claire Wiggins (Wilson) ‘52. Richard Newton ‘53, Sarah Martha 
Robinson (Daugharty) ‘53, Maurice Whiddon ‘53, Lulu Hamilton (Tatum) ‘53, Joe Puett ‘52, Maureen O’Steen Pruitt 
‘52, and Jack Carter ‘53. Georgia added the 12th grade in 1952. The tenth graders behind the 11th grade graduates of 
1951 had to complete the 11th and 12th grades, thus became 1953 graduates. This left the 1952 class small. Students 
that transferred in were placed on the 12 grades tract and were a good portion of this class.   Claire Wiggins Wilson of 
Leawood, Kansas is a current LCHS member. Richard Newton, Atlanta attorney, has contacted us recently. Concerning 
the late Maurice Whiddon, MD. After VHS he joined the US Marine Corps, Korea veteran, graduated VSC 1961,then 
the Medical College of Georgia. Among his many hobbies, from 1978 until 1980 he and his son were the Georgia state 
champions, United States champions and World champions of the Father Son Two Man Team Skeet Competitions. 
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Charles C. “Charlie” Clark 
by  

Patsy T Giles and Daughters 
Lisa Giles Gilchrist 

Linda Giles 
Sherri Giles Corker 

San Raphael, CA 
 

Mary G. Gray 
 
 

Christopher Chappel Coleman 
by 

Mary D. Gray 
Archie and Lee Griffin 

Matilda W. Stubbs 
 
 

Marjorie Fullwood Dickerson 
by 

Donald O. Davis 
Patsy T, Giles  

 

Deanna Wagoner 
Buddy and Analease Walker 

Dorothy Noell Walker 
Columbia, SC  

Waunee W. Walker 
Sharon D. Waller 

Steve Wansley 
C. Wilbur Warner 

Atlanta, GA 

Gloria Warren 
Dr. Mary Helen Watson 

Lyndal Webb 
Hugh H. and Jerry R. West 

Reaves and Amy West 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 

Jim and Susan Wheeler 
Butch and Susan Wiggins** 
Bion and Jenny J. Williams 

Frank C. Williams ** 
Wetumpka, AL 

Kathryn Veatch Williams 
Lynn Moran Williams 
J. Edward Willis *** 
C. Alfred Willis, PhD 

Emory and Maxine Wilson 
Westminster, CA 

Russell and Claire W. Wilson * 
Leawood, KS 

Gary Wisenbaker* 
James D. and Judith Wisenbaker  

Huntington Beach, CA 

Mark and Carol Wisenbaker***  
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Garey T. Wood 

 
Dr. Owen and Joanne Youles* 

Gretchen McCoy Young 
Powder Springs, GA 

 

Dr. Ron and Nancy Zaccari 

2020 Memberships Cont. 

2020 Membership Application,  
 Lowndes County Historical Society,  P.O. Box 56,  Valdosta, GA 31603 

Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone______________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Membership Category 
 

Individual      $25. ___ 
Family             30. ___ 
Business      25/50. ___ 
Contributing  100. ___ 
Patron            250. ___ 

Memorials 
  

Delores McLeod Parrish 
by 

Beulah Exum Hennly 
J. Edward Willis 

 
Gail Parrish Sikes 

by 
 Patsy T. Giles 

 
Archie Melvin Waldron 

by 
Mary D. Gray 

 
John David Waldron, Sr. 

Ray City, GA 

by 
Mary D. Gray 

 
Linda Faye Shiver Winters 

by 
Donald O. Davis 

Frank Dodd  
‘Tony’ Smith, Jr. 

 

Cartersville, GA 
 
   The museum was recently 
made aware of the death of Tony 
Smith, a member of our benefac-
tor family. He had last mailed 
information to the museum Au-
gust 28, 2019. 
    In the photo at right Tony 
Smith is pictured with Ed Willis 
at the society’s History 100 Din-
ner in 2002. 
  Tony’s mother, Billie Ham 
Smith, directed interest towards 
the museum. Tributes will be ac-
corded them in future newslet-
ters and Annex activities. 
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Lowndes County Historical Society & Museum 

305  West Central Avenue  
P.O. Box 56   Valdosta, GA 31603 

(229) 247-4780 
Fax:  (229) 247-2840 

E-mail:  research.lchs@gmail.com & ddavis.lchs@gmail.com 
 

Web page: 
http://www.valdostamuseum.com 

Yesterday & Today 
is a trademark of the 

Lowndes County Historical Society. 

         Museum Calendar of Events & Dates 
 

Officers and Executive Committee 
President, Patsy Giles; 1st Vice President, Sally S. Kurrie; 2nd Vice President, 

Mary Young Manning; Secretary, Sandra Connell ; Treasurer,  
Edward Hightower; Ex Officio,  Julie Smith; Anita Shelton 

Yesterday & Today 
 Newsletter of 

Lowndes County Historical Society 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Donald O. Davis 

 
Museum Staff  

Donald O. Davis  
Executive Director.  

 
Amy Brown  

Textiles and Research.  

 
Harry S. Evans  

Special Collections and Research 

 
Adam Doughty  
Drew Johnson  

Social Media 
Intern 

Sara Williams 

 

 
The museum remained Closed to the Public 

 at press time for this newsletter. 
Our core staff of three continues flexible “distancing” work schedules. 

We will follow the advisement of officials and our  
Board of Trustees for reopening to the public. 

 


